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    You may have seen it on the classroom schedule.  Kids may have come home talking about it.  But 
have you wondered what, exactly, is Turtle Time?  This year, each grade level has time built into its 
weekly schedule for what the staff voted should be called “Turtle Time.” 
    Each week our teams meet for collaborative planning, to develop common assessments, and discuss 
data and student progress, as part of our work as a Professional Learning Community. Turtle Time is a 
designated intervention block, to allow students some targeted time to receive assistance where they 
most need it.  For example, perhaps after teaching subtraction with regrouping, a grade level team 
comes together, analyzes some data collected during the week and finds that a few kids in each class 
really struggled with the concept.  During Turtle Time, one of the teachers will work with those students 
for some concentrated reteaching to help solidify the concept.  The math coach might join the class for 
additional support.  Or the ESOL/HILT specialist.  Or an administrator.  Or another staff member.  At the 
same time, those students who seemed to generally grasp the concept may work with another team 
member for some additional practice or application.  And those who demonstrated mastery of the      
concept with relative ease will work with another team member to go a bit deeper with extension or     
enrichment activities. 
     While the structure was new for us this year, all schools have begun incorporating an intervention 
block into their weekly schedules.  Next year it may look slightly different, but the concept will stay with 
us.  Turtle Time has provided us the opportunity to intervene where students need it most at the time the 
need presents itself.  Students have responded well to regrouping and working with different staff mem-
bers.  Success requires teams to plan together, collect data, and discuss students with their colleagues.  
It also reinforces the message that our students are ALL of our students.  We continue to work at refining 
and improving our Turtle Time implementation, and expect that it will become even more effective as we 
continue through the year, but so far so good.  We know that targeted intervention on a regular basis, 
whatever the need, benefits our kids.  So next time the discussion at home turns to what kids did in 
school this week, ask them about Turtle Time. They may have something new to share. 
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   Kindergarteners will spend December         
discussing the different holidays celebrated     
around the world as well as their own        
family traditions. On December 18 we                  
will end this unit by going on a field trip to the    
Seasons of Light play at Discovery Theater!  We 
will also spend time working with patterns.  We are 
creating many patterns using math manipulatives 
and  discovering patterns outdoors and in the world 
around us. 
 

     Our first graders continue to work hard and we 
are so proud of them!  In math, the 1st graders have 
    been learning how to solve an equation    
    with an unknown partner or total, how to   
    solve story problems, and how to solve  
         problems with money. In science, the  
  1st graders have been studying the   
     impact of seasonal changes on plants 
and animals. We also put our garden “to bed” for 
the winter. In social studies, the students are ex-
ploring the similarities and differences between the 
past and the present. In language arts, we are 
learning how to use prior knowledge and visualiza-
tion to aid in comprehension. We are also working 
on using the chunking strategy to decode multi-
syllabic words. To improve accuracy, the 1st grad-
ers have been learning how to use picture clues 
and substitution.  We are ready and excited for the 
busy month of December! 
 

     In second grade we are working hard and      
getting very excited for the holiday season!        
One of our favorite topics during this time            
of year is gingerbread! Second graders              
will be doing various projects that focus           
on gingerbread. Whether we are writing         
gingerbread stories, making gingerbread houses, or 
going on adventures with Flat Gingy, we are thor-
oughly excited! It was also a wonderful treat to see 
visiting author Laura Murray who shared captivating 
stories about the Gingerbread Man. Second grad-
ers have rejuvenated enthusiasm with being good 
citizens and following directions with the unveiling 
of the Slider Pledge where students pledge to work 
hard, be good citizens, and try their best. In Lan-
guage Arts we continue to practice nonfiction text 
features and apply that knowledge to help us 

effectively navigate nonfiction text materials. We are 
also focusing on elements of plot. In math, we have 
shifted our focus from geometry, basic math facts, 
and word problems to learning strategies to solve 
double and triple-digit addition problems. In Science 
we have begun discussing matter and have also had 
several interesting lessons with Ms. Egan, our Out-
door Learning Coordinator, which focus on how     
engineers use animal adaptations to create inven-
tions to solve practical everyday problems. The     
culmination of the lessons was a STEAM activity 
where students had to create a structure to solve a 
problem. In Social Studies, we continue our focus on 
Native Americans. The 3 tribes we are focusing on 
include the Sioux, the Powhatan, and the Pueblo. As 
we are learning about the varied cultures and tradi-
tions of the Native American tribes, we will also be 
focusing on sharing our own special cultural traditions 
with each other. We welcome family members to join 
us during this time to share their family traditions. 
Please let your 2nd grade teacher know if you would 
like to come in and present. Quarter 2 promises to be 
fun, engaging, and productive! We wish everyone a 
safe and happy holiday season!  
 

     The third grade has been learning about various 

ecosystems in the past couple of weeks.            

During this time we were all able to go            

into the schoolyard with Ms. Egan and            

examine small samples of our school-          

yard ecosystem.  We all learned how to            

collect data and put it into a data table.  We are look-

ing forward to the arrival of the National Geographic 

Traveling Map of Africa.  We plan to have the children 

use the map to enhance their knowledge of map 

skills, as well as familiarize them with where various 

African countries are located.  We will highlight both 

Mali and Uganda during the map’s visit.   

     Fourth graders are working with shapes, lines, 
line segments, and rays in our geometry unit. We are 
learning all about polygons, transformations, and 
have even explored 3D shapes! This month, we plan 
to start multi-digit multiplication. Our mathematicians 
          continue to impress us each day.  We    
          are well into our space unit in science. 
         We have already learned about the sun, 
         earth, and moon. We conducted  
  research on each and created travel 
brochures to convince an alien to travel to our solar 
system! Looking ahead in December, we will finish 
our space unit by learning about the eight planets of 
our solar system.  The fourth grade classes had an  
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It is hard to believe December is upon us!  It 
is a very busy time in Music for our 4th and 5th 
grade students who are hard at work preparing 
for the Winter Concerts. We                  
are looking forward to seeing                  
many families and friends            
on Monday, December 14,            
at 7pm (4th Grade Concert) and Tuesday,    
December 15, at 7pm (5th Grade Concert),  
During the past month, our students were      
celebrating the diverse cultures of Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe. The students enjoyed 
listening to folk tunes from the Balkans and 
Russia, and reading folk tales and children’s 
stories from these regions. We learned the 
basic steps of folk dances Kolo (Bosnia) and 
Servihasapikos (Greece), and our younger   
students had a lot of fun dancing the Russian 
partner dance "Sasha"!  We would like to thank 
the PTA for supporting Tuckahoe music       
program, and we are sending warmest wishes 
to all our students, families and friends for the 
Happy Holidays! 
 

                   The PE Department will 
   be welcoming the National 
   Geographic Traveling  
   Map of Africa to the 
Tuckahoe Gymnasium.  Our staff will be        
introducing fitness, dance, games and yoga  
activities in conjunction with topographical     
regions in Africa.  As a reminder, all 3rd Grade 
classes will be swimming at Yorktown HS in 
early January 2016.  Please be on the lookout 
for field trip permission slips coming home 
soon.  The Tuckahoe Elementary School PE 
Staff would like to wish everyone a happy and 
healthy holiday season!      

  

                 The recent Discovery  
         Schoolyard workdays were a  
          huge success! Thanks to  
          the enthusiastic hard work of 
many families, the courtyard has been weeded, 
trimmed, and mulched; a beautiful tree was planted; 
leaves were raked; and signs were   water-sealed. It 
was especially wonderful to see so many students 
working joyfully, knowing that their efforts truly make 
a difference. Schoolyard Steward students have also 
done tremendous work, pulling invasive ivy, raking 
mountains of leaves, weeding garden beds, and 
more, while learning at the same time. Thanks to the 
many parent and community volunteers who worked 
with them! The outdoor classrooms were well-used 
in November. Among other things, 3rd graders used 
science and math to estimate     living things in eco-
logical quadrants, 2nd graders made a variety of 
measurements in the courtyard, and 1st graders 
prepped their garden beds for winter. Students have 
also been investigating adaptations that allow ani-
mals to survive winter, and hopefully will make some 
related real-world observations and connections in 

Tuckahoe Times   page 3 

Classroom News continued from page 2� 

 
enlightening visit by a historian portraying John Smith 
of Jamestown fame. Among many other artifacts,   
students were able to try on armor and smell blocks of 
tea that were popular in the 17th century. The 4th 
graders are now revving up for the annual Geography 
Bee, as preliminary rounds take place this month in 
preparation for next month’s school finals.  To cele-
brate Thanksgiving, the fourth graders produced 
beautiful poetry written around the emotions of feeling 
grateful and thankful. We are working hard on various 
writing pieces and continue to read books of different 
genres to fulfil 40 Book Challenge requirements!  
Our Winter Cinema, a 4th grade tradition, will be held 
on December 18th!  More information about that will 
be sent home as the winter break approaches.  
 

    The fifth grade students have been working hard 
this month!  They’ve traveled back to Ancient Egypt 
during their social studies classes with Ms.             
Cogen and Ms. Weisz, and these students            
can’t get enough of the light and sound unit      
in their science classes with Ms. Puhl and               
Mr. Gadzinski!  In our math classes, the            
children have enjoyed some hands-on activities as we 
explore our unit on geometry.  Our literature circles in 
reading, and grammar studies in writing, round out the 
very productive mornings and afternoons in our fifth 
grade wing.   
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Thought of the Month:  

♦ December 9: Early Release, 1:26PM  

♦ December 9: Africa Map Family Night,     
6:00PM-8:00PM 

♦ December 14: 4th Gr Winter Concert, 7:00PM 

♦ December 15: 5th Gr Winter Concert, 7:00PM 

♦ December 21-January 3: Winter Break 

♦ January 5: Next Tuckahoe Times 

♦ January 5: PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 

�������������������������

Congratulations to Mrs. Kramer-
Roberts, Tuckahoe’s Teacher of 

the Year for 2015-2016! 
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    “Winter is the time for 
comfort, for good food and warmth, 
for the touch of a friendly hand and 
for a talk beside the fire; it is the 

time for home.” 

                       ~Edith Sitwell    
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of people from 
diverse backgrounds who have made contributions in 
various areas, December honors the season of giving by 
recognizing those who have made specific contributions 
as philanthropists.  Our Cultural Heroes Board already 
highlights John and Joyce Wanda, Eva Longoria, Eddie 
C. Brown, Dominic Ng, Charles Feeney, and Marilyn  
Simons. Students are invited to identify others who have 
made contributions and add to our board! 
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     Greetings from the PTA! Please note the grade 
level PTA liaisons below.  These positions were de-
signed to improve PTA organization and communi-
cation going forward.  These volunteers can coordi-
nate across the grade level with the teacher teams 
and room parents, as well as interface with the PTA, 
and can act as an informal ambassador from the 
PTA to each grade.  We are so grateful for their help 
and hope you will appreciate the ability to go to 
someone who is in your child’s grade with concerns 
as well as any of the PTA officers.  If you need to 
contact them, please include in your subject line 
“PTA Liaison” so they can easily filter. 
 

This year’s liaisons and contact information:  

Kgn –  Cathy Jones:    cathleen.m.jones @gmail.com 

1st Gr –Shalla Ross:     Shalla.Ross@verizon.net 
2nd Gr –Kelly Alexis:     kalexis76@gmail.com 

3rd Gr –Ashley Callen:  ashcallen@gmail.com 

4th Gr –Rose Filou:       rosemry@verizon.net 
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