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Hybrid Worship for September 18, 2022  

Sacrament of Baptism 
Creation Time 2 - Water 

 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 

Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 

The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 

between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 

for the resources around the Great Lakes. 

Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 

to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 

 
Centering Music:   “My Soul is Thirsting for You”  MV 109 (chorus) 

My soul is thirsting for you, O God, thirsting for you, my God. 

My soul is thirsting for you, O God, thirsting for you, my God 

thirsting for you, my God. 

 
Call to Worship  

One: God wants us to dive into community - 

All: getting our feet wet in the efforts of care and worship. 

One: God urges us to become immersed in the work of love and justice -  

All: soaking in the tasks of inclusion, diversity and acceptance. 

One: God calls us together today 

All: offering refreshment and renewal like a cold cup of water on a hot day. 

One: We respond with hearts, hands, minds and spirits ready to be filled 

 with the waters of life. 

 

Opening Prayer:   

One: Oh, let the waters come down,  

All: and baptize us, once again.  

One: Oh, let the waters come up,  

All: and make our hearts’ deserts bloom.  

One: Oh, let the waters come out,  

All: and soak our faces in tears.  

One: Oh, let the waters come in,  

All: and fill our thirsty souls.  

One: Oh, let the waters come  

All: and carry us to you, God-of-All. Amen.  

(Opening Prayer written by Rev. Dr. Richard Bott while at Dunbar Heights United Church 

richardbott.com)  
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Opening Hymn:  “Song of the Waters” tune VU 240 

Watch once more the windswept storm clouds;  

Suddenly the sky has wings!  

God has come to rain among us,  

Giving hope to all dry things.  

Sing a song of splashing waters,  

Pulsing through the veins of Earth.  

 

Taste the moisture of the morning,  

Smoother than the best red wine;  

Toast the lifeblood of the planet:  

Here’s to God’s great vast design!  

Sing a song of flowing waters,  

Pulsing through the veins of Earth.  

 

View anew the dark blue ocean,  

Whales cavorting, spraying foam;  

God at play with deep sea monsters,  

Feeling very much at home.  

Sing a song of laughing waters,  

Pulsing through the veins of Earth.  

 

Feel the breath of God move softly,  

Gentle mists that brush the skin;  

Earth is breathing God’s own spirit,  

Life renewed from deep within.  

Sing a song of living waters,  

Pulsing through the veins of Earth. 

Words: © Norman Habel 2001 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Statement of Purpose          

One: The sacrament of baptism  

proclaims and celebrates the grace of God.  

All: By water and the Spirit,  

we are called, claimed, and commissioned: 

we are called God’s own, 

welcomed as children of God;   

One: we are claimed by Jesus,  

united with him in love, 

united with one another and the Christian community  

of every time and place;  



3 | P a g e  

 

All: we are commissioned to Jesus’ ministry  

of love, peace, and justice,  

and strengthened by the Holy Spirit  

for the work of the church in the world. 

  

Presentation of Baptismal Candidate                    

One: On behalf of the congregation of Applewood United Church, I present the following child for 

baptism: 

Morgan Anne Clarke, daughter of Cameron Clarke and Jennifer Linghorne. 

Godparents Melissa Linghorne and Salah Elhamshary 

Family Introductions 

 

Profession of Faith and Promises 

Do you believe in God, Source of love;  

in Jesus Christ, love incarnate;  

and in the Holy Spirit, love’s power.   

I do, by the grace of God. 

 

Desiring to walk in God’s way,  

do you seek to resist evil, and to live in love and justice? 

I will, God being my helper. 

 

Will you follow the way of Jesus Christ?  

I will, God being my helper. 

 

Will you join with your siblings in this community of faith  

to celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in creation, and love and serve others? 

I will, God being my helper. 

 

Will you share your faith Morgan,  

growing with her in faith, hope, and love? 

I will, God being my helper. 

 

To the Godparents: 

Recognizing that many persons nurture and influence the life of a child, 

will you support Morgan and her parents as they grow in faith? 

I will, God being my helper. 

 

*Congregational Commitment 
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One: As a baptizing and welcoming church, will you, the Applewood United Church family, work to 

include, support and nurture this child within a community which worships God, resists evil, and 

seeks justice? 

All: We will, God being our helper. 

 

*Affirmation of Faith  “A New Creed”  VU 918 

All: We are not alone,  

we live in God’s world. 

 

We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, 

the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others 

by the Spirit. 

 

We trust in God. 

 

We are called to be the Church: 

to celebrate God’s presence, 

to live with respect in Creation, 

to love and serve others, 

to seek justice and resist evil, 

to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

The Pouring of Water and Prayer of Thanksgiving  

One: Holy Spirit, you moved over the waters  

at the dawn of creation. 

Bless this water as we baptize Morgan today. 

 

Jesus Christ, our teacher and friend, 

calling us to follow you. 

Bless this water as we baptize Morgan into your church. 

 

God our Maker, 

thank you for the gift of life, 



5 | P a g e  

 

the chance to grow in your love. 

Bless this water as we baptize Morgan into your family. 

 

 May God’s Spirit be upon us  

 and these waters of everyday use,  

 which are now become holy as we use them to baptize and welcome. 

 Amen 

 

Baptism in the Name of the Triune God 

 

Marking with the Sign of the Cross          

 

Laying On of Hands/Seal of the Spirit 

One: Morgan, child of God 

All: the power of the Holy Spirit work within you,  

 that being born of water and the Spirit,  

 you may be a faithful companion of Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 

 

Declaration and Congregational Welcome 

One: Do you, the congregation of Applewood United Church, 

welcome Morgan into this community of faith? 

All: We welcome her! 

 

Sharing the Light of Christ        

Presentation of Baptismal Certificate  

Presentation of Prayer Blanket 

 

Sung Response:   “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise”  VU 444 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

baptized with the Spirit's sign; 

with this water God has sealed you 

unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of love, our love's expression, 

love's creation, loved indeed! 

Fresh from God, refresh our spirits, 

into joy and laughter lead. 

 

Child of joy, our dearest treasure, 

God's you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you; 
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live as one who bears Christ's name. 

 

Child of God your loving Parent, 

learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

trusting in God's love and care. 

 
Scripture Readings: 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 The Message 

The first thing I want you to do is pray. Pray every way you know how, for everyone you know. Pray 

especially for rulers and their governments to rule well so we can be quietly about our business of living 

simply, in humble contemplation. This is the way our Savior God wants us to live. 

God wants not only us but everyone saved, you know, everyone to get to know the truth we’ve learned: 

that there’s one God and only one, and one Priest-Mediator between God and us—Jesus, who offered 

himself in exchange for everyone held captive by sin, to set them all free. Eventually the news is going to 

get out. This and this only has been my appointed work: getting this news to those who have never 

heard of God, and explaining how it works by simple faith and plain truth. 

 

Luke 16:1-13  The Message 

Jesus said to his disciples, “There was once a rich man who had a manager. He got reports that the 

manager had been taking advantage of his position by running up huge personal expenses. So he called 

him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about you? You’re fired. And I want a complete audit of your books.’ 

 “The manager said to himself, ‘What am I going to do? I’ve lost my job as manager. I’m not strong 

enough for a laboring job, and I’m too proud to beg. . . . Ah, I’ve got a plan. Here’s what I’ll do . . . then 

when I’m turned out into the street, people will take me into their houses.’ 
 “Then he went at it. One after another, he called in the people who were in debt to his master. He said 

to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 
 “He replied, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ 

“The manager said, ‘Here, take your bill, sit down here—quick now—write fifty.’ 

 “To the next he said, ‘And you, what do you owe?’ 

“He answered, ‘A hundred sacks of wheat.’ 

“He said, ‘Take your bill, write in eighty.’ 

 “Now here’s a surprise: The master praised the crooked manager! And why? Because he knew how to 

look after himself. Streetwise people are smarter in this regard than law-abiding citizens. They are on 

constant alert, looking for angles, surviving by their wits. I want you to be smart in the same way—but 

for what is right—using every adversity to stimulate you to creative survival, to concentrate your 

attention on the bare essentials, so you’ll live, really live, and not complacently just get by on good 

behavior.” 

Jesus went on to make these comments: 

If you’re honest in small things, 

    you’ll be honest in big things; 

If you’re a crook in small things, 
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    you’ll be a crook in big things. 

If you’re not honest in small jobs, 

    who will put you in charge of the store? 

No worker can serve two bosses: 

    He’ll either hate the first and love the second 

Or adore the first and despise the second. 

    You can’t serve both God and the Bank. 

  

One: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir:   “Beyond Ourselves” 
 
Reflection:  Serving God First 
 
Hymn: “God Help Us to Treasure”  MV 147 
God, help us to treasure these moments of myst'ry; 
to hallow the Sacred in all that we do. 
Throughout ev'ry season may we be your agents of love,  
joy and blessing as hearts are renewed. 
 
God, help us to honour your presence among us 
 in newborn, in elder, in family in need. 
By sharing with others we soon will discover 
 your kindness and loving in generous deeds 
 
God, help us to value each moment of wonder  
when peace shall o'er shadow our sorrow and pain. 
In times shared at Table with all who are kindred,  
may we find the healing to sing Love's refrain. 
 
Introduction to the Offering 

  

Gift of Music:    

  

 Hymn of Dedication:  “For the Gift of Creation”  VU 538 

For the gift of creation, the gift of your love, 

and the gift of the Spirit by which we live, 

we thank you and give you the fruit of our hands. 

May your grace be proclaimed by the gifts that we give. 

  

Prayer of Dedication:  (together) 

All:        God, our Creator, through your love you have given us gifts to share – knowledge, skill, 

commitment of time and money.  
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Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and our concern for all in need, 

including the vulnerable waters, land, air and creatures of your planet Earth.   

Amen 

  
Prayers of the People 
One: We thank you, wondrous God, for our planet home,  

and for the water which sustains us and all life. 

We thank you for the salty seas, and the creatures that call it home. 

We thank you for thundering waterfalls and for trickling creeks, for rivers that refresh the 

landscape and move people though the land, for streams that provide water and life to wildlife 

and birds. 

We thank you for water in all its sacredness, for the water in our font today, and for Morgan and 

her family.  We pray for them, with joy and celebration.  

 

Two: We pray today, God, for all those who need clean water in their homes, in their communities, 

and for those who have been sickened by unclean water.  We remember folk from Walkerton 

Ontario who are still struggling with the long-term effects of drinking unsafe water, we 

remember our Indigenous siblings still needing to boil all the water they use, we remember that 

our water sources can be vulnerable.   

Move us to learn how to make a difference in communities far and wide, to bring clean 

refreshing water to all. 

 

One: Climate change is altering patterns of weather and water around the world, causing shortages 

and droughts in some areas and floods in others.  So we pray today, Holy One, for those who 

have been affected by storms – hurricanes and tsunamis, monsoons and floods, and for those 

living without enough water – in drought conditions, and where the land has been changed by 

human actions like the Amazon rain forest.  We pray for the west coast of our continent where 

fires burn and water is needed. Stir us to action whenever we hear of people and places in need. 

 

Two: We pray God, for those in our community here and those in our hearts – send courage and hope 

to those who are worried and fearful, send your love and care to those who are ill in body, mind 

or spirit, send us the wisdom and compassion to care for them in your name. 

 We lift our voices together as we share the prayer that Jesus taught us -  

   

The Lord’s Prayer (said)  
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Closing Hymn:    “Called by Earth and Sky”  MV 135 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 

 

Precious these waters, endless seas, 

deep ocean’s dream, waters of healing, 

rivers of rain, the wash of love again. 

 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 

 

Precious this gift, the air we breathe; 

wind born and free. Breath of the Spirit, 

blow through this place, our gathering and our grace. 

 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 

 

Precious these mountains, ancient sands; 

vast fragile land.  Seeds of our wakening, 

rooted and strong, Creation’s faithful song. 

 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky. 

 

Precious the fire that lights our way, 

bright dawning day.  Fire of passion, 

sorrow undone, our faith and justice one. 

 

Called by earth and sky, promise of hope held high. 

This is our sacred living trust, treasure of life sanctified, 

called by earth and sky, called by earth and sky, 

called by earth and sky. 

 
Commissioning /Blessing  
 
Sung Amen  VU 974 
 

Rev. Joanne’s Reflection 
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