
 

Worship at Home for October 25 2020  

 

You may choose to read right through this document, stopping for your own reflection at any 

time, or only read the prayers or the scripture or reflection. You might read with family or friends, 

or alone. Links will take you to music that may enhance your experience as you move through 

the worship, but you might choose to visit them later, or not at all.  Feel free to share this with 

anyone who might be interested.   

 

If you’d like to comment or have a question, please call or email me directly: 

416-951-7911 minister@applewoodunited.ca 

 

In the Spirit 

 

Rev. Joanne 

 

 

Centering Prayer 

God of our hearts, help us to prepare a home for you –  

in our hearts, in our hopes, in our minds, in our actions. 

Let your Spirit draw us together across distances of thought or space, 

so that each of our ‘homes’ is echoed in your love that we all share. 

Amen 

 

Opening Music:  Taizé New Songs 2020 - "Herre, visa mig vägen" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k47fQ2CNqQU 

 

Opening Prayer   

God of love and hope, 

you surround us, inspire us, save us and love us. 

Give us the wisdom and courage we need  

to keep your Spirit of love alive in our hearts, 

so that we may respond to your abundant love with our whole selves. 

Remind us always that we are called to acts of loving-kindness in your name, 

and lead us to acts of justice-filled love in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 

 

Scripture   Matthew 22:34-40 

When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and 

one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the 

law is the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 

second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.’ 



Reflection  

Love is a choice. 

 

The romantics among us might argue otherwise, but in this passage from Matthew’s gospel, 

Jesus is not speaking about sentimentality, Jesus is speaking about the Law, about what we as 

God’s people are commanded to do.  Love of God and love of neighbour unalterably linked, 

Jesus tells us, and this love is not a feeling, it is a call to action.  In this biblical context love is 

active and love is action – it is not passive, it is not simply an emotion, although it may evoke 

emotions in us.  

 

After all, our God is intangible – we cannot hug God, we cannot touch God, we cannot ‘snuggle’ 

God or gaze into God’s eyes as we would the objects of our love and affection like children or 

partners. To think of having affection for God who can seem remote, mysterious, and 

disembodied is challenging.  I would guess that many of us have struggled to know how to love 

God with our whole selves.  In these social-distancing days, and out of necessity, we are 

learning how to show our care for others without physical presence – it is a good exercise for 

us. 

 

Love is a choice 

 

We love God by responding to the love God has for us – with words and actions.  So loving God 

IS loving our neighbours – the rich ones and poor ones, the ones who look and sound like us, 

and the ones who don’t.  The ones who go to church like us, or who enter another place of 

worship, or no place of worship at all. How do we love them?  By caring, by acting, by speaking 

out to defend them or donating so that they have warm clothing to wear or food to eat, by 

listening to their stories or leaning about their culture and history. We love through what we 

choose to do, and in those actions we love God, too. 

 

Love is a choice.  How will you choose to love God today? 

 

The following prayer is from a worship resource community called Sacredise.  

https://sacredise.com 

 

Your love, O God, 

is an active love: 

engaged, 

involved, 

immersed. 

  

Your love, O God, 

is seen in what you do, not just in what you say: 

in the blessing of children, 

in the meals with outcasts, 

in the touching of the untouchable, 

https://sacredise.com/


in your presence, 

and your self-giving, 

in your opening of the way to life 

to all who will come; 

  

And your love, O God, 

is expressed through people like us: 

as we share our wealth in simplicity and generosity; 

as we share wholeness in care and healing 

of the sick and broken; 

as we share hospitality by being truly present 

to the lonely, the imprisoned and the marginalised; 

as we share peace in kindness, listening and acceptance 

with those who challenge us, confront us and threaten us. 

  

As you have loved us in incarnate action, O God, 

may we learn to be little incarnations 

through whom your love is expressed and experienced 

in action. 

Amen. 

 

Music: “When I Needed a Neighbour Were You There?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXiHcpsMJxs 

 

Prayers of the People   

For every breath we take, for every beat of our hearts,  

 for every sensation of our bodies:  

 we give you thanks, O God. 

We pray for all those who help us to keep our bodies healthy –  

 grocery store workers and health care workers, caregivers and sanitation workers. 

 Hear our prayers, God. 

 

For the ear that listens, for the hand that caresses,  

 for the arms that reach out in love: 

 we give you thanks, O God. 

We pray for those who support and nurture us, no matter our age or stage – 

 teachers and leaders, our partners and family. 

 Hear our prayers, God. 

  

For relief from pain, for the tears of shared sorrow,  

 for the laughter of shared joy: 

 we give you thanks, O God. 

We pray for those who share our lives – 

 neighbours, friends, and our Applewood church family. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXiHcpsMJxs


 Hear our prayers, God. 

 

For the freedom to choose, for the ability to love,  

 for the power of hope: 

 we give you thanks, O God. 

We pray for the leaders in our communities, country and world, 

 that they may heed your call to compassion and justice for all people. 

 Hear our prayers. God. 

 

For the presence you reveal to us in creation,  

 for the courage you offer us through others,  

we give you thanks, O God. 

We pray for creation, we pray for wisdom, 

 we pray in the name of Jesus. 

 Amen 

 

Closing music: “Nearer My God, to Thee” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1trWhBvZTs 

 

Blessing 

As you leave your worship time and space, 

know that worship does not end as we move into our day. 

God’s presence surrounds us,  

God’s Spirit attends us,  

God’s Beloved One leads us into love in his name. 

Amen 

 

 

Salve Regina - Stellenbosch University Choir 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMS6mTEBCfg 

 

 

 

 

 


