
ZOOM Worship for June 20, 2021 
Indigenous Day of Prayer 

  
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements 
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories 
of the Erie, Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of 
the Credit First Nations. 
The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, 
an agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied 
nations to peaceably share and care for the resources around the Great Lakes. 
Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and 
we are grateful to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and 
respect Mother Earth. 
  
Announcements 
  
Centering Music:  "Come into the Presence" 
Come, O Holy Spirit, come we pray. 
Come and move among us, come today. 
Speak to us and teach us of Your perfect way. 
Change us and renew us to be like Christ each day. 
Come, O Holy Spirit, come today. 
Come and move among us, this we pray. 
  
Call to Worship: 
One: God created the heavens and the earth and all the creatures that dwell in it. 
Two: And God saw that it was good. 
One: Creation proclaims the glory of God. 
Two: As part of God’s good creation let us together worship God. 
  
Opening Prayer: 
One: Creating God, we celebrate the life-giving bonds we have with all you have 
created. 
Two: We give you thanks for the care that we can give and receive as your creatures. 
One: We thank you for the land upon which we dwell, land that nourishes body, mind 
and soul. 
Two: We thank you for the water, which fills lakes, and flows in river and creek. 
One: We thank you for the air, which gives life to us and to all that moves. 
Two: We thank you for the seeds and crops, plants and trees. 
One: God of creation, we thank you for the birds, animals and sea life. 
Two: God of creation, as the living things of earth care for us, may we care for them. 
Amen. 
  
The Lord’s Prayer: (sung)  VU 960 
Our Father, in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 



Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power and glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen 
  
Opening Hymn:  All Things Bright and Beautiful VU 291 
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful: in love, God made them all. 
  
Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 
God made their glowing colors, God made their tiny wings. 
  
The purple headed mountains, the river running by, 
the sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky; 
  
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful: in love, God made them all. 
  
The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
the ripe fruits in the garden: God made them every one. 
  
The Rocky Mountain splendor, the lone wolf's haunting call, 
the Great Lakes and the prairies, the forest in the fall. 
  
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful: in love, God made them all. 
  
God gave us yes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
how great is God our maker, who has made all things well. 
  
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
all things wise and wonderful: in love, God made them all. 
  
Scripture reading: 
Psalm 104: 24–33 
O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
   In wisdom you have made them all; 
   the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 
   creeping things innumerable are there, 
   living things both small and great. 



There go the ships, 
   and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 
 
These all look to you 
   to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up; 
   when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 
   when you take away their breath, they die 
   and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; 
   and you renew the face of the ground. 
 
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; 
   may the Lord rejoice in his works— 
who looks on the earth and it trembles, 
   who touches the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; 
   I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
  
Matthew 6: 25 - 34 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why 
do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do 
not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we 
wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today. 
  
Choir:  “Music of the Morning”  (Pepper Choplin) 
  
Reflection: “Living in Relationship with Creator and Creation” 
  
Hymn:  "Touch The Earth Lightly"  VU 307 
Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
nourish the life of the world in our care: 
gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 
trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 



  
We who endanger, who create hunger, 
agents of death for all creatures that live, 
we who would foster clouds of disaster, 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 
  
Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 
water that blesses and air that is sweet, 
  
health in God's garden, hope in God's children, 
regeneration that peace will complete. 
  
God of all living, God of all loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, 
using us gently and making us one. 
  
Offering Invitation 
  
Prayer of Dedication: 
One: Creating and Creative God, in your generosity you gave us all gifts, and we have 
not buried them. 
Two: We have repurposed them, filtered, even reshaped them. 
One: They won’t look the same now but they are still your gifts. 
Two: So, changed but renewed, we offer them to you as the love, gentleness, and 
wonder you bring out of us. 
One: Use our offerings for the work of your church in the name of Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 

-          Kate Gregory, Belwood, Ontario 
  
Prayers of the People 
  
Closing Hymn:  "O Beautiful Gaia"  Gaia (guy’-ah) represents “Mother Earth”  MV 41 V 
1,3 
O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home. 
O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 
  
Soil yielding its harvest, 
O Gaia, calling us home. 
Soil yielding its harvest, calling us on. 
  
O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home. 
O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 
 
Pine bending in windstorm, 
O Gaia, calling us home. 



Pine bending in windstorm, calling us on. 
  
O beautiful Gaia, O Gaia, calling us home. 
O beautiful Gaia, calling us on. 
  
Commissioning: 
One: Now as we go into the world, we ask that the Creator of all would open our eyes to 
see the Divine Footprint in all. 
Two: We commit ourselves to the journey of living in harmony with all God’s creation. 
One: In covenant with God and with the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, we are called to 
action in the name of Jesus the Christ. 
Two: Amen. 
 
Closing Music 
 
  
Reflection 
  
“Living in Relationship with Creator and Creation” 

                (Scripture: Psalm 104: 24 – 33; Matthew 6: 19 – 34) 

At its most fundamental level the biblical worldview understands creation and all of 
created order to be in a relationship or covenant with the Creator. 

A covenant is a binding relationship rooted in a commitment that carries with it promises 
and obligations. Life in the Church contains many covenants. Baptism, membership, 
minister and pastoral charge, committee responsibilities. Marriage wherever it takes 
place is a covenantal relationship. 

In scripture we first meet the language of covenant in the story of Noah  and the flood. 
Genesis has God saying “I now establish my Covenant with you and your descendants 
after you and with every living creature that was with you . . . Every living creature on 
earth.” (Gen. 9: 9 – 11) 

Within Genesis 9: 9 – 17 it says no less than 7 times that the Covenant is not simply 
with Noah and his descendants but with the very creation. The sign of this Covenant is 
the rainbow in the sky. 

Throughout scripture, one of the most characteristic things said about God is that God is 
love. That God relates to creation with “HESED” (Hebrew) which translates as unfailing 
love, steadfast love, faithfulness. 

Different from modern contracts bound by legal arrangements God’s covenantal 
relationships are bound with love. 

The Psalmist writes, “The earth is full of the HESED – unfailing love of God.” (Psalm 
33:5) 



Philosopher Descartes said, “I think therefore I am.” Result: a spirituality of self-centred 
heroism and aggressive realism.” Think: “I did it my way.” “I am woman hear me roar.” 
The singers for whom these songs became trademarks were not invincible. They were 
mortal. 

A biblical inspired dictum “I am loved therefore I am” when embodied gives birth to a 
spirituality of thankful stewardship and a kinship with all of creation. 

In the biblical worldview, nonhuman creatures are not mute. They are not objects simply 
to serve humans. In the Psalms we read that creatures are servants of their creator. 
(Psalm 119:91); dependent upon God for their very life and daily renewal (Psalm 104: 
24-30) and are invited to sing praise to their creator. (Psalm 146 and 150)       

We are called to listen, to hear the voices of the trees, fields, earth and deep space as 
they sing out their praise. A friend sent me an article two weeks ago entitled “Highly 
Intelligent: A Forestry Scientist’s Journey of Discovery How Trees Communicate.” The 
material is being used for a feature film. I returned the favour with an article, “Tolkien 
Was Right: Giant Trees Have Towering Role in Protecting Forests.” 

The Psalm calls upon us to listen to that same creation as it groans and weeps in 
travail. Like its human cousins the rest of creation knows both joy and sorrow. 

Prophets Jeremiah and Hosea describe the land as mourning. Leviticus speaks of the 
land “vomiting out” its idolatrous inhabitants. Ezekial is sent to prophesy to the 
mountains of Israel with the full expectation that they will indeed be able to “Hear the 
Word of the Lord.” 

In our Matthew reading Jesus speaks about God’s regard for birds and lilies of the field. 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday some of the religious leaders told 
him to instruct his followers to stop shouting his praises. Jesus’ response “I tell you, if 
these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” (Luke 19: 39-40) 

Paul brings all of these biblical themes to a head when he writes of the creation eagerly 
longing for the revealing of the children of God at a time when all will be set free from 
their present bondage. Paul writes, “We know that the whole of creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now.” (Romans 8: 22) Can we hear those groans? 

Paul goes on to say, “And not only creation but we ourselves who have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies from 
decay . . .” [Next week’s reflection: “Paradise Calls to Us” – Think Paul Simon “The 
thought that life could be better is woven indelibly into our hearts and brain.” 

I heard some groaning this past week with concerns for the future. Often the groaning 
has to do with failing bodies. 

The biblical worldview does not just begin with a vision of harmony and peace. It also 
ends there. The biblical story speaks of creation, failings, redemption and 
consummation. Consummation in scripture is always a matter of the restoration of all of 
creation. 



Ezekial offers a vision of creational harmony. Hosea promises a covenant with the 
animals and birds in which creation will engage in a mutual and fruitful responsiveness. 
Isaiah proclaims that the wilderness will bloom, the mountains and the hills will burst 
into song and the trees [what will they do?] we sang it last Sunday, will clap their hands. 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice, for we live in God’s world with God committed to all of 
creation and to us. 

June 20, 2021 
Rev. Dale Burkart 

 


