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ZOOM Worship for, December 19, 2021  

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
 
Territorial Acknowledgment and Announcements  
We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is situated upon traditional territories of the Erie, 
Neutral, Huron - Wyandot, the Haudenosaunee and later the Mississauga of the Credit First Nations. 
The territory is mutually covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 
between the Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibway and other allied nations to peaceably share and care 
for the resources around the Great Lakes. 
Today, this remains the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful 
to have the opportunity to work in their community, and to share and respect Mother Earth. 
 
A Centering Prayer: 
Teach us to sing your praise, O God. 
Teach us to sing with notes formed by hopes and acts of justice. 
Teach us to sing with harmonies shaped by mercy's wide embrace. 
Teach us to sing Mary's song of birth and rebirth for all creation 
in Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
Centering Music:   “One Single Candle”   
 
Call to Worship and Opening Prayer   
One: Our journey through Advent is almost over. 
Two: The love and mystery of Christmas is on the horizon. 
One: There is still time to prepare our hearts and spirits, 
Two: and we are called together physically or virtually 
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 to accompany  each other along the way. 
One: With words and music, and with gifts and skills shared, 
Two: we compose a moment in time and space  

to prepare for God’s love to be sung anew in our world and our lives. 
One: In our worship today may notes and melodies, 
 poems and prayers lead us to praise God. 
Two: May harmonies and stories inspire us to know God’s love. 
One: Let us pray 
All: Holy Source of Love and Life, 
 send your Spirit to sing to us like the angels sang to the shepherds, 

heralding joy and celebration. 
 Send your love to us as tenderly as new parents sing to their infants, 

expressing care and deep affection. 
 Lead us to sing along with Mary, worry along with Joseph, 
 and continue to work to bring your justice and compassion to birth. 
 Amen 
  
Opening Hymn:  “Jesus Came Bringing Us Hope” MV 33 
Jesus came bringing us hope 
Jesus came bringing us hope 
Jesus came bringing us hope 
Hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Jesus came bringing us peace 
Jesus came bringing us peace 
Jesus came bringing us peace 
Hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Jesus came bringing us joy 
Jesus came bringing us joy 
Jesus came bringing us joy 
Hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Jesus came bringing us love 
Jesus came bringing us love 
Jesus came bringing us love 
Hallelujah forevermore. 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle of Love  
One: Our journey towards Christmas continues with a declaration of Love 

represented in the light of a small candle. 
In a world that can seem cruel and uncaring, 
we proclaim that love is part of our lives. 

 The fourth Advent Candle is set alight 
Two:  In a world filled with loneliness and isolation for some, 

we are called to reflect God’s love so that it shines into the world.   
One: It is a love that came to earth in Bethlehem,  

and is still alive today in hearts and minds that care. 
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Two: God’s love is found at food banks and in shelters, 
 wherever and whenever we accept others just as they are. 
One: God’s love is shared when we put the needs of the marginalized 
 ahead of our own interests and pursuits.  
Two: God’s love is found in communities like Applewood United Church. 
One: God grant us the courage to find and share this love, 
Two: as we prepare the way in our hearts and minds  

for the coming of the Love of the world 
in Jesus, God-with-us, Emmanuel. 

All: Through our words and actions, may God’s love light up the world. 
 
Sung Response:   “Shine the Light of Your Love” 
Shine the light of your love, like a candle in the darkness of our lives. 
Shine the light of your love, in our hearts, Lord.  Come and shine the light of your love. 
Come and shine the light of your love. 
 
Introduction to Scripture: “To a Maid Whose Name Was Mary” VU 14 
To a maid whose name was Mary, 
the angel Gabriel came. 
"Fear not," the angel told her, 
"I come to bring good news, 
good news I come to tell you, 
good news, I say, good news. 
 
"For you are highly favoured 
by God the Lord of all, 
who even now is with you. 
You are on earth most blest, 
you are most blest, most blessed, 
God chose you, you are blest!" 
 
But Mary was most troubled 
to hear the angel's word. 
What was the angel saying? 
It troubled her to hear, 
to hear the angel's message, 
it troubled her to hear. 
 
"Fear not, for God is with you, 
and you shall bear a child. 
His name shall be called Jesus, 
God's offspring from on high. 
And he shall reign forever, 
forever reign on high." 
 
"How shall this be," said Mary, 
"that I should be with child?" 
The angel answered quickly, 
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"The power of the Most High 
will come upon you shortly, 
your child shall be God's child." 
 
As Mary heard the angel, 
she wondered at his words. 
"Behold, I am your handmaid," 
she said unto her God. 
"So be it, I am ready 
according to your word." 
 
Scripture Reading: Luke 1:39–45 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
 
Sung scripture:  “My Soul Cries Out” MV 120  
My soul cries out with a joyful shout  
that the God of my heart is great,  
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things  
that you bring to the ones who wait.  
 
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight,  
and my weakness you did not spurn,  
So from east to west shall my name be blest.  
Could the world be about to turn?  R   
 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 
 
Though I am small, my God, my all,  
you work great things in me,  
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past  
to the end of the age to be.  
 
Your very name puts the proud to shame,  
and to those who would for you yearn,  
You will show your might, put the strong to flight,  
for the world is about to turn.  R 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower,  
not a stone will be left on stone.  
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Let the king beware for your justice tears  
ev'ry tyrant from his throne.  
 
The hungry poor shall weep no more,  
for the food they can never earn;  
There are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,  
for the world is about to turn. R 
 
Though the nations rage from age to age,  
we remember who holds us fast:  
God's mercy must deliver us  
from the conqueror's crushing grasp.  
 
This saving word that our forebears heard  
is the promise which holds us bound,  
'Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God,  
who is turning the world around.  R 
 
Response “Mary’s Song” by Bruce Sanguin 
Magnify your goodness, 
O Holy One, 
through us -  
as through Mary, 
simple peasant woman, 
your goodness was made known. 
 
Lift all that is downtrodden, 
within us, 
and all around the world, 
to a glorious hope. 
 
Shake the dust of broken dreams 
and dead-end futures 
from the cloth of our lives, 
and crown us with righteousness, 
that we might be your people. 
 
Bless us, 
nurture the holy seed 
growing within us, 
that we might come to believe 
the unlikely story 
the angels told to Mary: 
the life of God is about to be born -  
in us. 
 
Our souls magnify you; 
our songs glorify you; 
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our prayer is a holy longing; 
our life is a "yes" 
to your invitation 
to mother-forth your sacred future. 
Amen. 
 
Choir:     “Bring Us Heavenly Peace” 
 
Reading:      “Mary, Nazareth Girl” by Anne Weems 
Mary, 
 Nazareth girl: 
What did you know of ethereal beings 
 with message from God? 
What did you  know of men 
 when you found yourself with child? 
What did you know of babies, 
 you, barely out of childhood yourself? 
God-chosen girl: 
What did you know of God 
 that brought you to this stable 
 blessed among women? 
Could it be that you had been ready 
 waiting 
  listening 
   for footsteps 
   of an angel? 
Could it be there are messages for us 
 if we have the faith to listen? 
 
Reflection:    “Knowing Love“ 
 
Prayer: “The eternal things” by Sally Foster-Fulton 
We travel closer to Bethlehem, and there are whispers on the wind.  Mary sings: "My soul magnifies the 
Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour." 
 
What do our souls magnify? 
In what do our spirits rejoice? 
 
God who calls us to Christmas, 
may it be the eternal things, 
and not the shiny empty ones. 
As we make our way through Advent, 
may we magnify love, hope, joy , peace forgiveness -  
they can be made bigger through our little efforts. 
 
May our spirits rejoice in the unnoticed kindness, 
the unexpected generosity, 
the unwarranted grace. 
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When we are tempted to chase the baubles and tinsel 
and the pretty packages; 
when we become afraid and anxious, 
and in some mad rush of consumerism 
forget why we celebrate, 
may we hear the angel echoes: 
"Do not be afraid - there are tidings of great joy." 
And then may we remember. 
 
We travel closer to Bethlehem, 
and there are whispers on the wind.  
Don't you hear Mary singing? 
What do our souls magnify? 
In what do our spirits rejoice? 
 
God of love, 
may they be the eternal things. 
Amen 
 
Hymn:  “Away in a Manger”  VU 69 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay 
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
 
Virtual Offering:   
One: Holy One, this Advent season we wait with love, 
Two: And we give with love. 
One: Love for you, our God; 
Two: love for your diverse and precious people. 
One: Receive our offerings, 
Two: and use them for your works of love in our world. 

Amen.  
 
Response:   “Little Drummer Boy Peace on Earth”  
 
Prayers of the People  (with sung response VU 34) 
One: God who is Holy Love and wholly love, 
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 we bring hearts full of gratitude for all that you give us. 
Two: We thank you for bright Christmas lights adorning homes and streets, 
 and for the light of your love shining in hearts and spirits. 
Three: We thank you for musicians and composers 
 who help us to sing your love to the world. 
Sung: Come now, O God of love, we are your people, 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 
One: We thank you, God, for those who give their lives and their skills 
 to bring healing and hope to others. 
Two: We thank you for health care providers and mental health professionals, 
 for food bank volunteers and LGBTQ + allies. 
Three: We thank you for justice seekers and justice bringers, 
 for those whose vision of love extends to all your creation. 
Sung: Come now, O God of love, we are your people, 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 
One: We know, Compassionate God, that some of us carry hurts 
 and woundedness despite your love for us. 
Two: And so we offer our prayers for those who are feeling lonely  
 or isolated, fearful or distressed, anxious or unhappy as Christmas approaches. 
Three: Give us the compassion, knowledge and understanding 
 to reach out to those in physical, mental or spiritual pain, 

and the courage to face any struggles we may carry ourselves. 
Sung: Come now, O God of love, we are your people, 

pour out your Spirit, that we be one body. 
One: We await the birth of your Love, God, 
 into our hearts, into our spirits, into our community. 
Two: We wait knowing that your love is always waiting to be born anew. 
Three: In our waiting, we remember words that Jesus taught us to say 
 when we pray to you, our Loving Parent ….  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  (spoken)  
 
Closing Hymn:    “Mary’s Boy Child”  Doug Alcock 
Mary's boy child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day And man will live for evermore because of 
Christmas Day. 
 
Long time ago in Bethlehem, so the Holy Bible said Mary's boy child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day. 
 
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today And man will live for evermore, because of 
Christmas Day Mary's boy child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day. 
 
While shepherds watch their flocks by night They see a bright new shining star They hear a choir sing a 
song, the music seemed to come from afar. 
 
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today And man will live for evermore, because of 
Christmas Day. 
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For a moment the world was aglow, all the bells rang out There were tears of joy and laughter, people 
shouted "Let everyone know, there is hope for all to find peace". 
 
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today. 
Mary's boy child Jesus Christ was born on Christmas Day. 
 
Hark, now hear the angels sing, a king was born today. 
And man will live for evermore, because of Christmas Day. 
 
Commissioning /Blessing  
May God, who sang the universe into being, go with you. 
May Christ, who is God’s love song to the world, attend you. 
May the Holy Spirit continue to sing God’s love  
into each and every heart, each and every day. 
 
Musical Benediction:   “We are walking a path of Love” MV 221 
We are walking a path of love, 
We are walking a path of love, 
We are walking a path of love, 
lead us home, 
lead us home.  (Repeat) 
We are home. 
 
 

Reflection 
“Knowing Love“ 

 
Hearing the story of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, and experiencing Mary’s song of praise and joy we call The 
Magnificat through the lens of this week’s Advent theme of “Love,” is an invitation to reflect on what 
God’s love really can be, and how we might respond to that love. In Mary’s “yes” to God, she reveals not 
only her trust in God, but her willingness to be held in God’s love despite what she might face from her 
own community. In her song of praise she shows us that she understands the ancient story of her faith 
heritage - God’s love is for all, and especially those who are powerless and fragile, but also that God’s 
love turns the world upside down. It is a force that can remake the world, bring life to young and old in 
incredible ways, bring hope and wonder to the outsider, and bring connection and community to those 
who might otherwise be alone. 
 
The scene of greeting and conversation between Mary and Elizabeth itself declares that in God’s love, 
those who are usually voiceless are given a voice.  There are relatively few instances in the bible where 
women have extended conversations or are the sole focus of a story, yet the writer of Luke’s gospel 
places women not only at the very beginning of Jesus’ story, but also at the tomb.  When God’s love 
comes into the world, in womb or tomb, it changes lives and is often witnessed by those the powerful 
and dominant would least expect.  God’s love can transform us and alter our perspectives. 
 
God’s love is for everyone – includes everyone, and demands an answer from us. Our answers can be as 
unique as God’s love.  For some it is a deep calling to serve others, whether in formal ministry like the 
work I do, or as health care professionals or social service workers, or volunteers in shelters or other 
organizations that serve the most vulnerable.  For some the response to God’s love is advocacy for and 
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allyship with the marginalized and often forgotten – residential school survivors, those suffering with 
addiction, those who identify as BIPOC, or as non-binary, or as queer.   For many of us, philanthropy is 
our reply to God’s love.  We give from our resources to help to create a world where the love of God can 
be known and experienced by all, where lives can be changed and all voices heard. 
 
Today, we stand in awe of God’s love so fiercely displayed in a young woman from a little village who is 
vulnerable and yet strong.  May we continue to journey with Mary – and with Joseph – and with this 
community of faith, opening ourselves to the possibilities of God’s love for each of us, and saying “yes” 
to God’s love in our own ways. 
 
 


