
Worship at Home for December 13 2020  

 

You may choose to read right through this document, stopping for your own reflection at any 

time, or only read the prayers or the scripture or reflection. You might read with family or friends, 

or alone. Links will take you to music that may enhance your experience as you move through 

the worship, but you might choose to visit them later, or not at all.  Feel free to share this with 

anyone who might be interested.   

 

If you’d like to comment or have a question, please call or email me directly: 

416-951-7911 minister@applewoodunited.ca 

 

In the Spirit 

 

Rev. Joanne 

 

 

Centering Prayer 

While the lights of Christmas blossom on streets and in homes, 

allow your light of joy to bloom in us, God. 

Help us to focus on your Light of lights as we experience worship today. 

Amen 

 

Opening Music:  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVZA09AH9IA 

 

Opening Prayer   

You, Creative God, place the kernels of joy into each of our spirits. 

You, Compelling God, ask us to find and live joy – 

a joy that helps us declare our faith 

a joy that spurs us to justice-filled action  

a joy that deepens our experience of hope and gratitude. 

As we read words of scripture, as we reflect and pray, 

draw us into joyful contemplation and jubilant praise. 

Amen 

 

Scripture   John 1:6-8, 19-28 The Message 

There once was a man, his name John, sent by God to point out the way to the Life-Light. He 

came to show everyone where to look, who to believe in. John was not himself the Light; he was 

there to show the way to the Light. 

When Temple Leaders from Jerusalem sent a group of priests and officials to ask John who he 

was, he was completely honest. He didn’t evade the question. He told the plain truth: “I am not 

the Messiah.” 

They pressed him, “Who, then? Elijah?” 

“I am not.” 



“The Prophet?” 

“No.” 

Exasperated, they said, “Who, then? We need an answer for those who sent us. Tell us 

something—anything!—about yourself.” 
 “I’m thunder in the desert: ‘Make the road straight for God!’ I’m doing what the prophet Isaiah 

preached.” 

Those sent to question him were from the Pharisee party. Now they had a question of their own: 

“If you’re neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet, why do you baptize?” 

John answered, “I only baptize using water. A person you don’t recognize has taken his stand in 

your midst. He comes after me, but he is not in second place to me. I’m not even worthy to hold 

his coat for him.” 

These conversations took place in Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was 

baptizing at the time. 

 

Reflection  

We heard about John the Baptist in last week’s reading – that voice from the wilderness calling 

us all to prepare the way for God’s in-breaking love and presence. 

In John’s gospel (here paraphrased by Eugene Patterson in The Message) we are reminded 

that John was sent by God to point the way to God’s Light in Jesus. He had no authority 

according to the Temple leaders; they didn’t even know who he was.  But he spoke powerful 

words, and used powerful action in a baptism with water to help prepare the faithful – help point 

the faithful – to God-with-us, Emmanuel, Jesus. 

 

John was not the Messiah, he was not Elijah returned, he was not the prophet Moses come 

again to lead God’s people.  John was a voice, John was a witness to Light, and John was a 

directional marker pointing to that same light. Although we are all probably yearning for those 

Christmas scripture stories from Luke that are reflected in our nativity sets, and imagined on 

Christmas cards or acted out by adults and children in Christmas pageants of the past, this 

week we are still with John who baptizes – still working out how we can prepare for the coming 

Christ, how we can testify to the light, and how we can point people to God.   

 

It is not always easy to be witnesses for faith in these times.  I recall being told to avoid 

conversations about politics or religion in some situations, and I think we can easily become 

polarized over details rather than sharing simply about the ways that our faith makes a 

difference for us.  That difference might be personal comfort, or greater capacity for compassion 

shown to others, or an increased desire to support those who work on the front lines of 

eradicating hunger, or homelessness, or racism or homophobia. We can share how that light 

illuminates our lives, and in doing so point to our Source and our God. 

 

You might take a moment to think about how God’s light in Jesus shines in your life, and 

perhaps write down one or two ways you can share that light, or talk or write about that light.  

 

 

 



Music:  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist Cry” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-n_iUv9NII 

 

Prayers of the People   

God of Joy,  

we say thank you for signs of joy in our world. 

We are thankful for the bright Christmas lights in our neighbourhoods, 

and for special messages sent from frends and family. 

In this time of waiting for your joyful Spirit, 

we pray for people who have trouble finding some joy, 

and for people who find this Advent time difficult  

because they are isolated or distant from loved ones. 

We pray for people who are left out of the joyful celebrations or preparations 

because they are don’t have food or a place to call home. 

 

Giver of Joy, 

we are grateful that we can share some joy with others 

as we donate to special food drives, or toy drives, or share some time 

with our friends and family in different ways this year. 

Help us to hear you whispering joy to us when we listen to a Christmas song 

or watch a Christmas movie, or wrap a gift. 

We pray for ourselves, God - 

that we find some peace when we are worried, 

that we find some help when we feel lonely, 

that we always remember that you love us. 

  

Creator of Joy, 

we thank you for the faith stories from ancient history  

that we find in the Bible, and we thank you for the stories  

and memories we share in families. 

Help us find joy in all the stories we share in this Advent waiting time. 

We are waiting with excitement and sometimes impatiently, 

so surround us with your joyful stillness, God. 

Send us out into your world  

to bring joy, and share joy, and find joy. 

Amen. 

 

Closing music: Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zfaj1X86nBg 

 

Blessing 

May you go into the rest of your day knowing God’s joy, 

expanding God’s light,  

surrounded by God’s love.  Amen 


