
Worship at Home for August 2 2020  

 

You may choose to read right through this document, stopping for your own reflection at any 

time, or only read the prayers or the scripture or reflection. You might read with family or friends, 

or alone. Links will take you to music that may enhance your experience as you move through 

the worship, but you might choose to visit them later, or not at all.  Feel free to share this with 

anyone who might be interested.   

 

If you’d like to comment or have a question, please call or email me directly: 

416-951-7911 minister@applewoodunited.ca 

 

In the Spirit 

 

Rev. Joanne 

 

 

Centering Prayer 

May this time we take for quiet worship 

refresh us like a drink of cold water. 

May our spirits be rejuvenated in our contemplations. 

May your Spirit accompany us as we turn our 

thoughts and our hearts to your presence, God. 

Amen 

 

Opening Music:   “You of Many Names” Pat Mayberry 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzRFR1GgN48&list=RDNGIYVfEaATA&index=11 

 

Opening Prayer  

Holy Source of our being, Great Lover of all creation, 

you have always provided ways for your people to connect 

to your love, to be immersed in your mystery, 

and to be filled with your grace and your abundant life. 

As we worship in our own spaces today, 

remind us that we are still connected, still loved,  

and still able to be filled with your goodness. 

Through words shared, through our own study and reflection, 

revive our hearts for your way and your work in our world. 

Amen 

 

Scripture   Isaiah 55:1-5  The Inclusive Bible 

All you who are thirsty, 

   come to the water! 

You who have no money, 

   come, buy food and eat! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NzRFR1GgN48&list=RDNGIYVfEaATA&index=11


Come, buy wine and milk 

   without money, without price! 

Why spend your money for what is not bread, 

   your wages for what fails to satisfy? 

Heed me, and you will eat well, 

   you will delight in rich fare; 

bend your ear and come to me, 

   listen, that you may have life: 

I will make an everlasting Covenant with you - 

   in fulfillment of the blessings promised to David.  

See, I have made of you to be a witness to the peoples, 

   a leader and commander of the nations. 

See, you will summon nations you never knew, 

   and nations that you never knew you will come hurrying to you - 

for the sake of YHWH, the Holy One of Israel, 

   who will glorify you.  

  

Reflection  

This beautiful poetry from what is called ‘Second Isaiah’ has always inspired me to believe there 

could be a time when all who are thirsty for God’s love and justice will be satisfied, all who are 

hungry for a meaningful life will be filled and all who need water and sustenance will have 

access to everything needed freely and without cost. 

 

It was written in a time when many Israelite people of power and influence had been removed 

from their homes and relocated in Babylon, exiled as a form of control and domination by an 

occupying nation. Babylonian society may have been distracting for those exiles.  Doubt, as 

time went on without a return, may have created a distance between those exiles and their faith, 

between the people and God.  This work is perhaps written as a reminder to those in exiles that 

although they live, work, pray and struggle distantly from their homeland and their temple had 

been destroyed, God still calls to them.  God needs their attention – the opening lines 

reminiscent of a marketplace seller calling out to potential customers.  “If you are thirsty, come!”   

“Even without silver come and eat!” “Heed me - listen, that you may have life!” 

 

In some ways, we are living in exile ourselves right now.  For the safety of all, we are distant 

from our gathering place at Applewood United.  We do not know when we can return to this 

‘home’, or what that return might look like.  We are physically distant from each other, and 

striving to find ways to be connected – to continue to hear God’s call to be part of creating a 

transformed world.  Of course there are significant differences between the past and the 

present. In ancient times when the book of Isaiah was written, there was belief that the 

Babylonian exile was ‘God’s will’ enacted upon the people who had turned from God.  Today, 

regardless of what some individuals may believe, we know that the devastation wrought by 

COVID-19 could not be the will of a loving God who calls us to abundant and justice-filled life. 

 



This may be a time for us to think deeply about what we are thirsting for – what matters to us? 

With what do we need to be filled?   

 

When we are thirsty in this dry time of continued distancing, family ‘bubbles’ and slowly lifting 

restrictions, God is there to refresh us.  When we are parched for community and 

companionship God reminds us that we are connected to one another through Spirit and caring. 

When the dryness of exile would draw life from us, God reminds us that throughout all time and 

circumstance we are still in a covenant relationship with the Creator and Source of all, who 

knows we can be a beacon of hope and faith to others. 

 

Come, without worry, without the need to prove your worth – come and be refreshed, be filled. 

All we need to give is our attention to God who loves us and finds us wherever we are. 

Amen  

 

Music: “Come to the Water” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwG6PCWnih0 

 

Prayers of the People this prayer will be used in our ‘Bite From the Apple’ podcast on  

August 9th, as we spend time with United Church composer and musician Pat Mayberry 

Creating and Loving God, 

today we bring our thanks for all you create in and through us. 

We thank you for scientific minds that that study our climate and our planet,  

that help us to see the effects of our actions in the world,  

and in the midst of pandemic we are grateful for those  who  

create treatments and look for cures, 

and we pray especially for the many who are working right now  

on a vaccine to fight COVID-19. 

 

We thank you for artistic minds that create books, novels, poems,  

prayers, blogs and articles that  

can amuse us, entertain us, and educate us,  

and we remember in our prayers all those who write words of justice, 

and those whose stories cry out to be noticed and read. 

 

We thank you for imaginative minds that use colour and form to create art that can inspire us, 

and  open our senses to the wonder of  your world and deepen our thoughts, 

and we offer our prayers for those artists whose creations cry out to be seen and noticed. 

 

We thank you, God, for inspired minds that create music – words and melodies 

that can help us to pray and to praise you.   

We thank you for instruments crafted by ingenious hands, and the ultimate instrument of our 

own bodies created by you, that make  the music that soothes us, moves us and enriches us. 

We pray today God for those whose songs have been unheard,  

and for musicians who need places to share their gifts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwG6PCWnih0


 

Create in us God –  

hope in us as we pray for those who are on our minds and hearts … 

compassion as we pray for those in need … 

an urge to action as we pray for those who need your justice 

  and a humble heart, so that we may continue to follow your way in the world. 

Amen 

 

Closing music: “Bless the Lord” (10,000 reasons) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E 

 

 

Blessing 

As you leave your space of worship and contemplation - 

go surrounded with God’s care.. 

As you turn your focus from devotions to daily chores -  

go surrounded with the love of Christ. 

As you depart from this sacred time and enter the rest of your day - 

 go surrounded by the enlivening and holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

Taizé: I Am Sure I Shall See the Goodness of the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPeiwHhNOGo&list=OLAK5uy_kyrxZglFNYXy107c7utOwVy

d3YTUx8s74&index=5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPeiwHhNOGo&list=OLAK5uy_kyrxZglFNYXy107c7utOwVyd3YTUx8s74&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPeiwHhNOGo&list=OLAK5uy_kyrxZglFNYXy107c7utOwVyd3YTUx8s74&index=5

