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Maundy Thursday ZOOM Worship for April 1 2021  

To join this service by phone, call 647-374-4685 or 647-558-0588, and when asked enter this 

meeting id: 841 0037 9784 and this pass code: 455039. You will hear the service and be able to 

participate when it is appropriate.  

During this service we will share a simple communion liturgy, and use water to wash our hands 

– or if we are with another, to perhaps wash one another’s hands.  You might like to have a 

piece of bread or a form of bread, a glass of grape or other juice, and a small bowl with water 

and a towel close to you  before the service begins. 

 

Words of Welcome 

 

Opening Music:   “Gather Us In”  MV 7 

 Gather us in, ground us in you, gather us in, ground us in you. 

 Gather us in,  gather us in, ground us, ground us in you. 

 

Opening Prayer 

One: They gathered as friends and companions. 

Two: They gathered to celebrate the Passover meal. 

One: They gathered around Jesus,  

 the heart of their community. 

Two: They gathered without knowing  

 how the day would end.   

One:  We gather virtually, knowing the full story -  

Two:   betrayal, denial, violence and death. 

One: We are together over screens and through the printed word  

 to hear and enact the story together but separately -  

Two:  yearning to serve and be served, 

 yet still touched and fed by God’s self-giving love. 

One:  We gather with our own stories -  

Two:  joys and tears, worries and hopes.  

One:  They gathered as servants of the One Servant. 

Two:  We gather as servants of the One Servant, 

 to serve one another as we can, and follow his path. 
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Song: “An Upper Room”  VU 130 (vs 1-2) 

An upper room did our Lord prepare 

for those he loved until the end: 

and his disciples still gather there, 

to celebrate their Risen Friend. 

 

A lasting gift Jesus gave his own, 

to share his bread, his loving cup. 

Whatever burdens may bow us down, 

he by his Cross shall lift us up. 

 

An account of the Last Supper 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 

‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the 

cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Blessing the Meal   

One: Blessed are you, Creator of the universe. 

 You give us bread and wine, 

 fruit of the earth and human labour. 

 May they become for us 

 the banquet of eternal life. 

 

The Meal is Virtually Shared  

One: We praise you, loving God, for creating all things,  

 for making us in your image,  

 and for seeking us when we turn from you.  

Two: We thank you for coming to us in Jesus Christ,  

 who was faithful even to death on a cross, 

 and who lives among us still.  

 We share this meal in remembrance of him,  

 offering you our lives in praise and thanksgiving.  

One: Fill us with your Spirit, to make us one in Christ,  

 and one in love for you and for all people—  

 as in word and deed,  
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 we seek your reign of peace and justice on earth.  

 Glory be to you, eternal God, through Jesus Christ,  

 in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen.  

this would be the time to thoughtfully and prayerfully consume your bread and drink your juice 

 

Song: “An Upper Room”  VU 130 (verse 3) 

And after Supper he washed their feet, 

for service, too, is sacrament. 

In him our joy shall be made complete 

sent out to serve, as he was sent. 

 

Hearing the Story  John 13:3-17 

Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from 

God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel 

around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 

wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am doing, 

but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, 

‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet 

only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to 

wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he 

knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, 

for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 

wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done 

to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 

greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

  

Blessing the waters 

One: Creating God, out of wild waters has come life,  

 over crashing waters Spirit hovered, 

 in the waters of the Jordan River your Chosen One proclaimed. 

 Send your Spirit to hover over these waters in our homes, 

 in simple vessels that may have many other uses. 

 Bless this water, as you bless us in our washing, in our symbolic servant hood this day. 
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A prayer before washing 

By David Coleman in the compilation “Eggs and Ashes,” Wild Goose Publications 

   

God of dirty hands and tired feet, 

taking people as they come, 

kneeling and healing, 

touching where others turn away, 

forgive us when we want to be too clean. 

Forgive us when we despise life 

for the messy business it is. 

 

If we are too proud 

to own up to our brokenness, 

if we keep hidden 

what needs refreshment, 

how can you care for us? 

 

Silence 

 

You can care – and this is how: 

when we are ready to move from distance to involvement, 

from intent to touch, 

then you will wash the feet 

that tire on rocky roads; 

you will care and heal 

beyond our expectation. 

 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

This would be the moment to gently wash your hands in the bowl or basin you have and dry 

them.  You might even choose to go to a sink in your home.  If you are with another, you could 

wash each other’s hands, and dry them.  

 

Sung Response: “Stay with me”  VU 950 

 Stay with me, remain here with me, 

 watch and pray, watch and pray.  
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Time for Reflection What does sharing a meal and serving your friends mean to you today? 

   What does communion mean to you tonight? 

   Have you ever experienced discomfort when someone has served you? 

   How did it make you feel? 

   Do you feel like a servant or one being served at this moment? 

   Where is God for you right now? 

 

Sung Response: “Stay with me”  VU 950 

 Stay with me, remain here with me, 

 watch and pray, watch and pray.  

 

Closing Prayer 

One: God our ever-present loving Creator,  

 power of loving service in the world, 

 we thank you for Jesus,  

 who on his last night of freedom, 

 gave himself to his friends 

 in humble service, and in bread and wine, 

 in tender touch and deeply symbolic action. 

Two: May we do the same in the world around us, 

 as we follow his example, and follow him 

 to the cross and beyond.  Amen. 

 

 

Closing Song: “Stay with me”  VU 950 

 Stay with me, remain here with me, 

 watch and pray, watch and pray.  

   

 

We sit in silence until we feel ready to leave the meeting 

 

 

 

 


