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In the new season of Bluey, Bingo, Bluey and Mum surprise Dad with a birthday gift, breakfast in bed.
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If you have small children at home, you might just be waiting for the new season of
Bluey, the Australian cartoon about a family of talking dogs named the Heelers. The
series has won an International Emmy, attracted millions of viewers around the world,

inspired podcasts, an upcoming musical and all kinds of merchandise.

The secret to Bluey's success might be its blend of knowing, parental humor, preschool
silliness and deep humanity. Parents are known to be just as smitten with the show as
kids.

"For a while, people didn't know if it was Peppa Pig or Family Guy," says Daley
Pearson, executive producer of Bluey and the co-founder and director of Ludo Studio

in Brisbane, Australia, where the show is created.

The situations in each roughly 10-minute episode of Bluey are simple: the excitement
of keeping a balloon in the air, the fun of putting on a show or a tuckered-out child on

a family walk.
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The Heeler family is Dad (Bandit), Mum (Chilli), Bluey and Bingo (Bluey's sister). The show's creators loosely modeled the
talking dogs after Australian blue heelers.
Ludo Studio

Six-year-old Bluey and her little sister Bingo have rock star parents in Bandit and
Chilli Heeler. They always seem to be playing with their kids, letting them climb all

over them and enthusiastically partaking in a variety of make-believe scenarios.

Sponsor Message

They're also resourceful, especially when they're tired. In a past season, when Bluey
asks if they can play a game, Bandit responds, "As long as it's one where I don't have to

move any part of my body or say anything with my mouth."

Dave McCormack, who voices Bandit, sees a lot of himself in the character. "There's
some episodes where he tries to invent games where he gets to just lie on the couch
and read the newspaper or watch cricket or something. I find in real life as a dad, I try
and invent games that involve me lying on the couch and watching TV as well," he

says, laughing.
Bluey's made-up games caught on

Allison Hasser, a mother of two small children who lives in Takoma Park, Md., says

Bluey is one of the few shows she'll watch with her kids, "because the adults aren't
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perfect." Hasser singles out an episode in which Bingo is dragging her feet on a family
outing, complaining that she's tired and "can't walk another step." Bandit and Chilli
divert her attention by instructing her to do fun things like race her sister or return a
dropped pacifier to a baby's mom. Bingo instantly goes from sulking to perky with

each new task.

Sponsor Message

"I'm basically taking notes," jokes Hasser, "like next time we take a walk, I'm going to

use this, too."

The parenting website Romper called the made-up games like "Ticklecrabs" and

"Mountmumandad," ingenious and made a list of them.
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Dad becomes a rag doll and Bluey and Bingo have to work out how to move him so they can get some ice cream.

Ludo Studio

"That's when we first started realizing it was catching on a bit," says Pearson, "families

were recreating these games and that was a huge surprise for us."
Blue heeler dogs are "loyal, loving"

Even though Bluey and her family act human, they're modeled after blue heeler dogs

(hence the family name).

"They're sort of the dog of Australia,”" Pearson says. "They're inexhaustible. They're

very smart, loyal, loving."

Bluey doesn't shy away from tough topics, including death. When Bluey finds an
injured bird on the ground in season 1, she and her dad take it to the vet. Even so, the

budgie dies.

"In most kids' shows, the bird would miraculously recover and, you know, be the
comedic family pet for the rest of the series," says McCormack. "But in this episode,
the bird doesn't recover and dies, and for a kids show to be dealing with the death of

an animal is pretty unusual. But it's good that it deals with real stuff."

Season 3 debuts on Disney+ on Aug. 10.




Sign Up For The Pop Culture Happy Hour
Newsletter

Stay pop culture savvy with NPR’s guide to TV, books, movies, music and more, sent
weekly.

What's your email? SUBSCRIBE

By subscribing, you agree to NPR's terms of use and privacy policy. NPR may share your name and email address with your NPR station. See
Details. This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

More Stories From NPR

CULTURE
Anne Heche's reported hospitalization after a car crash divides social media



https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#disclosure
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/06/1116153319/anne-heches-reported-hospitalization-after-a-car-crash-divides-social-media
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/06/1116153319/anne-heches-reported-hospitalization-after-a-car-crash-divides-social-media
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/03/1115423268/all-things-comedy-hbos-rap-sh-t-plus-whats-going-on-with-late-night-tv

TELEVISION
All things comedy: HBO's 'Rap Sh!t,’ plus, what's going on with late-night TV?

POP CULTURE
What's making us happy: A guide to your weekend reading, listening and viewing



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/03/1115423268/all-things-comedy-hbos-rap-sh-t-plus-whats-going-on-with-late-night-tv
https://www.npr.org/sections/television/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/03/1115423268/all-things-comedy-hbos-rap-sh-t-plus-whats-going-on-with-late-night-tv
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115434946/whats-making-us-happy-devil-in-a-blue-dress-evil
https://www.npr.org/sections/pop-culture/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115434946/whats-making-us-happy-devil-in-a-blue-dress-evil
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1114849432/for-fans-and-non-fans-alike-netflixs-the-sandman-is-a-dream-come-true

¥ ]
\
\
1
TV REVIEWS

For fans and non-fans alike, Netflix's 'The Sandman’ is a dream come true

LE UNOFFICIAL
/ /I}I GE‘;('TON MUSICAL
A76/A1 N’l L EEA ;én?%%nﬁfgsms/wmc:sm

(3

LAW
The Netflix v. 'Unofficial Bridgerton Musical’' lawsuit, explained



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1114849432/for-fans-and-non-fans-alike-netflixs-the-sandman-is-a-dream-come-true
https://www.npr.org/sections/tvreviews
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1114849432/for-fans-and-non-fans-alike-netflixs-the-sandman-is-a-dream-come-true
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/04/1115212455/netflix-bridgerton-musical-lawsuit
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/04/1115212455/netflix-bridgerton-musical-lawsuit
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/02/1115145259/in-middle-age-neil-patrick-harris-is-uncoupled

TV REVIEWS
In middle-age, Neil Patrick Harris is 'Uncoupled’

Popular on NPR.org

WORLD
New Zealand considers changing its name to confront its troubled colonial past



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/02/1115145259/in-middle-age-neil-patrick-harris-is-uncoupled
https://www.npr.org/sections/tvreviews
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/02/1115145259/in-middle-age-neil-patrick-harris-is-uncoupled
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115627020/new-zealand-maori-aotearoa-colonization-name-change-petition
https://www.npr.org/sections/world/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115627020/new-zealand-maori-aotearoa-colonization-name-change-petition
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115479280/migration-border-greg-abbott-texas-bus-dc-nyc-mayors

POLITICS
GOP governors sent buses of migrants to D.C. and NYC — with no plan for what's next

How Alex Jones helped mainstream conspiracy theories become part of American life

NATIONAL



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115479280/migration-border-greg-abbott-texas-bus-dc-nyc-mayors
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1115479280/migration-border-greg-abbott-texas-bus-dc-nyc-mayors
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/06/1115936712/how-alex-jones-helped-mainstream-conspiracy-theories-into-american-life
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/06/1115936712/how-alex-jones-helped-mainstream-conspiracy-theories-into-american-life
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1114496138/meteor-showers-perseids-viewing-tips

SCIENCE
Get ready to look up in the night sky at all those meteor showers

. 4333 HARBOQR P0|

INVESTIGATIONS
The U.S. made a breakthrough battery discovery — then gave the technology to China

i



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1114496138/meteor-showers-perseids-viewing-tips
https://www.npr.org/sections/science/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/05/1114496138/meteor-showers-perseids-viewing-tips
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/03/1114964240/new-battery-technology-china-vanadium
https://www.npr.org/sections/investigations/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/03/1114964240/new-battery-technology-china-vanadium
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/06/1116005117/kansas-arizona-abortion-maricopa-county-voters

POLITICS
In Kansas and Arizona, voters defy expectations to chart their own course

NPR Editors’ Picks

POLITICS
Democrats are set to pass a major climate, health and tax bill. Here's what's in it
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EUROPE
These Ukrainian volunteers recover soldiers’ remains to return them to their families
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CULTURE
Authors and bookstore owners worry a big publishing merger will affect diversity
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MIDDLE EAST

At least 31 people have been killed in clashes in Gaza since the start of the weekend



https://www.npr.org/2022/08/07/1115517437/authors-and-bookstore-owners-worry-a-big-publishing-merger-will-affect-diversity
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/07/1115517437/authors-and-bookstore-owners-worry-a-big-publishing-merger-will-affect-diversity
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/07/1116218806/gaza-violence-israel-palestinians-airstrike-kills-islamic-jihad-commander
https://www.npr.org/sections/middle-east/
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/07/1116218806/gaza-violence-israel-palestinians-airstrike-kills-islamic-jihad-commander
https://www.npr.org/2022/08/06/1116169332/zoos-animals-heat-temperatures

ANIMALS

With record-breaking heat, zoos are finding ways to keep their animals cool
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