
Euro 2022: Iceland and their prime minister discover small can
be beautiful
By Neil Johnston
BBC Sport at Manchester City Academy Stadium

3 hours ago Women's Euro 2022

Iceland fans perform the Viking clap during the Euro 2022 game with Belgium at Manchester City's Academy
Stadium

Size is not everything, as Iceland discovered playing at comfortably the smallest venue at
Euro 2022.

"We are all very excited to play in England, on some of the country's most famous stadiums, and
I think that this will be a fantastic tournament," Iceland's captain Sara Bjork Gunnarsdottir said
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after her country qualified for the tournament.

ADVERTISEMENT

But Gunnarsdottir's tone soon changed when she discovered two of Iceland's three group games
would be played at the Manchester City Academy Stadium, and not at an established Premier
League or Football League ground.

"It's shocking," she said. "You're playing in England, you have so many stadiums, and we have a
training ground from City. It's just embarrassing."

The Academy Stadium, home to Manchester City's women's team and in the shadow of Etihad
Stadium - which hosted England's opening game of Euro 2005 - has a capacity of 4,400 for the
Euros.

That is tiny compared to Old Trafford, a few miles across the city, where a record European
Women's Championship crowd of 68,871 watched hosts England defeat Austria on a
memorable opening night.
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Yet the fans inside the Academy Stadium on a baking Sunday helped create a fine atmosphere
as Iceland brought noise, the Viking clap and even their prime minister to Euro 2022.

They had failed to register a point at two of their previous three Euro tournament appearances,
but Iceland are up and running after a hard-earned 1-1 draw with Belgium.

"It's great to be at Euro 2022," Katrin Jakobsdottir, Iceland's prime minister, told BBC Sport after
flying to Manchester to support "stelpurnar okkar" (our girls).

Why Euro 2022 stars in small stadiums is a good thing

Belgium and Iceland play out entertaining draw

Iceland's Prime Minister Katrin Jakobsdottir (left) in the fan park before the Euro 2022 match with
Belgium

Iceland bring Viking clap to Euro 2022

It is six years since the Viking clap came to prominence at the men's Euro 2016 in France, as
Iceland reached the quarter-finals.

The action involves fans raising their hands in the air before a thunderous clap and a chant. A
rough estimate indicated that about 8% of the Icelandic population accompanied the team to
France for Euro 2016.
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Although the numbers in England for Euro 2022 are nowhere near on the same scale, the
estimated 2,000 Iceland supporters inside the Academy Stadium added to a carnival
atmosphere, with the Viking clap heard throughout their side's opening Group D game.

Back in Iceland, thousands more watched the game live on national television while others
packed into a fan park in the capital Reykjavik as the women's game continues to expand on the
island, where 33% of registered players are female.

"I was five when I started to watch English games on television with my dad," added
Jakobsdottir.

"Women's football in Iceland was definitely not a thing until maybe 25 years ago.

"Even then, many stopped playing when they became teenagers. It has now become more
normal to continue and we now have players who are at teams in Europe and the United States.

"When I was growing up we had much more gentle sports. But that has changed, and for me as a
feminist, who has been fighting for women's rights, it is very important girls have a choice to
play football.

"As you can see internationally, women's football is having a lot more attention."

Jakobsdottir wore Iceland's colours as she visited the Manchester fan park before the game to
mix with supporters before changing into more formal wear for the match.



Hundreds of Iceland fans marched from Manchester city centre to the Academy Stadium

'Fans were fantastic'

Euro 2022 organisers defended the use of the Academy Stadium after Gunnarsdottir's criticism,
saying it would generate a "great atmosphere", while arguing it is better to play games in front
of sell-out crowds than thousands of empty seats in big stadiums.

With Belgium fans wearing red, the Academy Stadium was a sea of colour and noise.

Iceland's Sveindis Jane Jonsdottir, who was named player of the match, revealed afterwards that
the players struggled to hear each other because of the noise.

There was not a spare seat in the ground as the aggregate attendance for the tournament
passed 140,000, seven matches into Euro 2022.

"I thought the fans were fantastic," said Thorsteinn Halldorsson, Iceland's coach. "There was a
lot of noise, singing and cheering.

"You can hear everything and you feel more in contact with the fans. Even though this is a small
ground, it is quite loud here."
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Highlights: Germany get Euros campaign off
to flying start

Watch highlights as Germany get their Euro 2022
campaign off to a flying start by hammering
Denmark 4-0 at a sold-out Brentford Community
Stadium.

Defending champions Netherlands held by
Sweden

Defending champions the Netherlands and world
number two side Sweden play out an entertaining
draw in front of 21,342 fans in their Euro 2022
opener at Bramall Lane.

Highlights: Spain hit back to beat Finland
Watch highlights as favourites Spain recover from
conceding an early goal to beat Finland
convincingly 4-1 in their Euro 2022 opening
match at Stadium MK.

Germany's crown has slipped but can they
surprise?

Germany are eight-time European champions but
they lost in the quarter-finals in 2017 and go into
this tournament an unknown quantity.

Can Spain live up to expectations at Euro
2022?

Unbeaten in two years and with a squad full of
Champions League winners, Spain have however
been hit by injuries to key players.

'A night like no other' - Euro 2022 has lift-off

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/football/62101106
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/62097621
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/football/62101103
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/62085788
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/61488523
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/62010421


ADVERTISEMENT

I have faith I can get back on track - Putellas
Spain's Alexia Putellas says "I have faith I can
recover, get back on track and finished what I
started" as an injury rules her out of Euro 2022.

How to follow Women's Euro 2022 on BBC

Five great goals from five players to watch Who are the players to watch at Euro 2022?

Euro 2022 - which countries are playing and
where?

https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv7L63ilyJOpO_-hDw86-TUDQfXfmzi-XjtYdiLSorY4XrpiFo_bmjIR_8g3lTXCLrIU9g4jDXroCoFKtfKMt0UhJeOBPqDRA7NxEe8Fw-PUyVRINsMJu82rmJo1oJ0g_HhuEePZA4GADiADNtfAye4F9JTCRMMG6pxzEu8vqIC4xtCe6PUwS7aRsIBf4ILFtA1GhnIfvoIIu-_N4hjQfUiMNpINBb5BrQsd8Sb0mD8xYeYgeHP6ZXxdmj54UtG39mdctQAEmnsZkX1k_wuDxK6YjtIPwQ94ZGZRNHS2HkYACtbSbIp1jCrvBgbRyZ8MrIkN1qKQ8C5&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPry3oWiD3g5&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.bbc.com/future/future-planet%3Fxtor%3DCS1-12-%5BFuturePlanet_X__house_ads%5D-%5BGNL%5D-%5B_%5D-%5BFuturePlanet_house%5D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/62071072
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/61719384
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/av/football/62044932
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/61868667
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/61842685


Explore the BBC

Copyright © 2022 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to
external linking.

Home News

Sport Reel

Worklife Travel

Future Culture

TV Weather

Sounds

Terms of Use About the BBC

Privacy Policy Cookies

Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC Get Personalised Newsletters

Advertise with us AdChoices / Do Not Sell My Info

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv7L63ilyJOpO_-hDw86-TUDQfXfmzi-XjtYdiLSorY4XrpiFo_bmjIR_8g3lTXCLrIU9g4jDXroCoFKtfKMt0UhJeOBPqDRA7NxEe8Fw-PUyVRINsMJu82rmJo1oJ0g_HhuEePZA4GADiADNtfAye4F9JTCRMMG6pxzEu8vqIC4xtCe6PUwS7aRsIBf4ILFtA1GhnIfvoIIu-_N4hjQfUiMNpINBb5BrQsd8Sb0mD8xYeYgeHP6ZXxdmj54UtG39mdctQAEmnsZkX1k_wuDxK6YjtIPwQ94ZGZRNHS2HkYACtbSbIp1jCrvBgbRyZ8MrIkN1qKQ8C5&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPry3oWiD3g5&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.bbc.com/future/future-planet%3Fxtor%3DCS1-12-%5BFuturePlanet_X__house_ads%5D-%5BGNL%5D-%5B_%5D-%5BFuturePlanet_house%5D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/guidance/feeds-and-links
https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news
https://www.bbc.com/sport
https://www.bbc.com/reel
https://www.bbc.com/worklife
https://www.bbc.com/travel
https://www.bbc.com/future
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.bbc.co.uk/schedules/p00fzl9m
https://www.bbc.com/weather
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/terms/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/privacy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/usingthebbc/cookies/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance
https://www.bbc.co.uk/contact
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcnewsletter
https://www.bbcglobalnews.com/
https://www.bbc.com/usingthebbc/cookies/how-does-the-bbc-use-cookies-for-advertising/

