
US Congress Holds Hearings on January 6 Attacks
NFK EDITORS - JUNE 13, 2022

Washington, D.C. —(Map)

Last Thursday night, a group from the US House of Representatives  held a special hearing
into the attack on the US Capitol, which took place on January 6, 2021. The hearing, which
was the result of a nearly year-long investigation, was carried on live TV.

What Happened on January 6, 2021?

     On January 6, Congress met to officially count the election results of the Electoral College. Mr.
Trump didn’t accept that he had lost the election, and encouraged Republican lawmakers to
protest the results. He also put pressure on Vice President Mike Pence to throw out the results –
something Mr. Pence didn’t have the power to do. Mr. Pence made it clear he wouldn’t challenge
the results.

     As Congress was meeting, Mr. Trump spoke to a rally of his supporters. He repeated his claim
that the election was stolen, and encouraged them to march on the Capitol, telling them that they
would need to “fight” for their country. The mob of rioters, many carrying weapons, broke
violently into the US Capitol building, forcing lawmakers to run for safety. As a result of the
violence, seven people died and dozens were injured.
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Last Thursday, a group from the US House of Representatives held a hearing into the January 6,
2021 attack on the US Capitol. The committee is led by Democrat Bennie Thompson (left).

Republican Representative Liz Cheney (right) has the second most important position.

(Source: Screenshot, C-Span.)

The committee is led by Democrat Bennie Thompson, of Mississippi. Republican
Representative Liz Cheney, of Wyoming has the second most important position. In all,
there are seven Democrats  and two Republicans. Most Republicans in Congress support
Mr. Trump, and did not support the investigation.

Ms. Cheney has been strongly criticized by Republicans for taking part in the investigation.
But she has ignored the critics. On Thursday night she warned Republicans who were
standing up for Mr. Trump,”There will come a day when Donald Trump is gone, but your
dishonor will remain.”

It’s been nearly a year and a half since the attack on the Capitol happened. Many people
have forgotten about the event. Many others have ideas about what happened that day that
simply aren’t true.
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Ms. Cheney has been strongly criticized by Republicans for taking part in the investigation. But
she has ignored the critics. On Thursday night she warned Republicans who were standing up for

Mr. Trump,”There will come a day when Donald Trump is gone, but your dishonor will remain.”

(Source: Screenshot, C-Span.)

The committee has spent nearly a year trying to find the truth about the events leading up to
the insurrection. The people on the committee have looked at thousands of hours of videos,
studied over 100,000 documents, and recorded interviews with more than 1,000 witnesses.

Thursday’s hearing was designed to share information that the committee has collected. But
the hearing was also meant to generate interest in the committee’s results. The committee
members are very concerned that unless Americans learn from what happened on January 6,
something similar could happen again.

During the hearing, the committee presented quotes, reports, and videos to help show what
actually happened that day. The hearing offered strong reminders of how violent the attack
on the Capitol was. Police officers who survived the attack described it as being like a “war
zone”.
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During the hearing, the committee presented quotes, reports, and videos to help show what
actually happened that day. The hearing offered strong reminders of how violent the attack on
the Capitol was. Police officers who survived the attack described it as being like a “war zone”.


(Source: Tyler Merbler [CC BY 2.0], via Wikimedia Commons.)

One of the important points the committee made was that Ex-President Donald Trump knew
that he had lost the 2020 election. But instead of accepting the truth, he worked for months
to overturn the election results and spread the false idea that he had won.

Another important point was that the attack on the Capitol didn’t develop naturally out of
protests. The committee showed that at least two groups which supported Mr. Trump
planned the attack in advance.

The hearing also showed that Mr. Trump made no efforts to stop the attack on the Capitol
for hours, even though many people encouraged him to do so.
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Thursday night’s hearing was carried live on TV stations across the US instead of the normal
nightly programs. Over 21 million people watched the hearings. The size of that audience is

about the same as it would be for an important sports event.

(Source: Screenshot, C-Span.)

During the hearing, Ms. Cheney outlined what future hearings will cover. Among other
things, the hearings will focus on Mr. Trump’s efforts to change the election results, how the
insurrection was organized ahead of time, and the effort to get Mr. Pence to overturn the
election results. The next hearing is on Monday morning.

Thursday night’s hearing was carried live on TV stations across the US instead of the normal
nightly programs. Over 21 million people watched the hearings. The size of that audience is
about the same as it would be for an important sports event.

Did You Know…?

One TV channel – Fox News – refused to carry the hearings. Fox News is a strong supporter
of Mr. Trump and of Republican positions. Instead of carrying the hearing, Fox showed
programs attacking the hearings as “fake”.

Washington, D.C.

Sources ▾
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The second impeachment trial of ex-President Donald Trump ended with him
being found “not guilty”. Though 57 senators agreed that Mr. Trump was guilty,
and only 43 voted not guilty, at least 67 votes were needed to convict him.

Trump Blamed For Encouraging Capitol Riot
NFK EDITORS - JAN 12, 2021

The world is still struggling to understand and respond to last Wednesday’s attack
on the US Capitol by rioting supporters of US President Donald Trump. Many
people are focused on holding Mr. Trump responsible for his part in the event.
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Trump Supporters Break Into US Capitol, Halting Congress
NFK EDITORS - JAN 7, 2021

Supporters of US President Donald Trump broke into the US Capitol building
violently yesterday as Congress met to count the votes of the Electoral College.
The mob was encouraged to go to the Capitol by Mr. Trump.
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Dangerous Heat Waves Around the World
NFK EDITORS - JUN 15, 2022

Around the world, people are struggling to deal with dangerous heat waves. In
many places, the temperatures are far above normal for this time of year, and
governments are working hard to protect their people from the worst effects of the
heat.

News Roundup: Gun Bill, Turkey’s Türkiye, & AI Mayflower
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In today’s news roundup, the US House of Representatives passes a bill meant to
control guns, Turkey officially changes its name to Türkiye, and a self-driving boat
retraces the trip of the Mayflower – more or less.

Boris Johnson Survives No-Confidence Vote
NFK EDITORS - JUN 8, 2022

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has survived a “no-confidence” vote that
would have removed him as the leader of the United Kingdom. He still faces huge
challenges in leading his country, and even his own party.

First Female Leader of US Military Branch
NFK EDITORS - JUN 6, 2022
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Last Wednesday, Admiral Linda Fagan took over as the leader of the United States
Coast Guard, making her the first woman to lead a branch of the US armed forces.
US President Joe Biden, who chose Admiral Fagan for the job, said, “It’s about
time.”

News Roundup: Shanghai Opens, BTS Visit, and a Cake Attack
NFK EDITORS - JUN 3, 2022
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TEMPORARY POSTING CHANGES

In today’s news roundup, Shanghai is finally released from its two-month
lockdown, K-Pop group BTS visits the White House, and a visitor to Paris’s Louvre
museum attacks the Mona Lisa…with a piece of cake.

Once Again, Mass Shootings Leave US Shocked
NFK EDITORS - MAY 30, 2022

After several recent mass shootings, the United States is again turning to face the
problem of gun violence. Americans are regularly shocked and saddened by mass
shootings. But changing the country’s gun laws is incredibly difficult.
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    From June 20 to August 20, NFK will be publishing articles three times a week, on
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

    The reduced publication schedule will allow us to take care of some important behind-
the-scenes work, while still bringing you the news. Thank you for your support and
understanding!

RELATED FAST FACTS

Political Parties

A political party is a group of voters who want the same things
and work together to make those things happen. Examples of
political parties in the US include the Democrats and
Republicans.

US House of Representatives

The US House of Representatives is a part of the US Congress,
which makes the laws of the USA. There are 435 members in
the House of Representatives.

RUSSIA’S WAR ON UKRAINE

Most coverage of Russia's war on Ukraine can now be found on this page.

IN THE NEWS

News Roundup: India Protests, BTS Pause, & a Beaver Problem
JUNE 17, 2022
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In today’s news roundup, Muslim protests continue over comments made by members of
India’s ruling political party, the superstar K-pop group BTS announces that it is taking a
break, and a beaver takes out the internet for hundreds of people.
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