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Configuring a Relay Agent 

» What is DHCP? 

» What is DORA? 
• Discovery 

• Offer 

• Request 

• Acknowledgement 

» Using Wireshark to capture DHCP 
• To troubleshoot connectivity problems 
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» Communications review 
• Client makes a request for an IP address via broadcast 
• If DHCP server is on separate segment, the router will 

send the request to that server 
• Routers do not pass broadcasts by default 
• DORA will continue via this configuration between the 

client(s) and the DHCP server 

» Relay agents 
• Used to pass the broadcast and facilitate the 

communication between the host requesting and the 
server responding 
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Questions? 


