
 

 

Barbi Smyser-Fauble, PhD 
Instructor of Professional & Public Writing  

Butler University, Indianapolis, IN 
 

Education 

PhD in English Studies (August 8, 2015): With concentrations in Technical 
Communication, Rhetoric and Composition, and New Media Studies    
Illinois State University, Normal, IL 

Research Interests: Technical Communication, Digital & Visual Rhetorics, 
Medical & Science Rhetorics, Disability Rhetorics, Feminist Theories, Cultural 
Rhetorics and New Media Studies  

Dissertation Title:  
Applying a Feminist Disability Methodological Framework in Technical Communication by 
Interrogating Access & Deconstructing Social Barriers of Exclusion.  

Dissertation Committee:  Lee Brasseur, Chair; Angela Haas, and Gerald 
Savage 

Comprehensive Exams: Completed with “Distinction” 
 
MBA, Master of Business Administration (May 2001)  
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL 
 
BS in Business (August 1998), With a Concentration in Marketing  
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL 

 
Academic Appointments 

 

Instructor of Professional & Public Writing and Writing Studies   2016 - Present 
Butler University, Indianapolis, IN 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellowship              2015 - 2016 
Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
 

Doctoral Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA)          2010 - 2015 
Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
 

Publications 
 
Chapter Author. “The University Required Accommodations Statement: What  
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‘Accommodation’ Teaches Technical Communication Students and Teachers.” 
Chapter accepted for Angela Haas & Michelle Eble’s edited collection Key 
Theoretical Frameworks for Teaching Technical Communication in the 21st Century 
that is under review with the Utah State University Press. 

 
Chapter Author. “What Popular Culture Taught Me about Inclusion: Exploring the  

Benefits of ‘Displaced Accountability’ in the Computerized Composition Classroom.” 
Chapter accepted for Melanie Yergeau & Elizabeth Brewer’s edited collection 
Cripping the Computer: A Critical Moment in Composition Studies with the 
Computers & Composition Digital Press. 

 
Solicited Reviewer. “Reviews of Autism and Gender: From Refrigerator Mothers to  

Computer Geeks. University of Illinois Press,” and “Rhetorics of Motherhood. 
Southern Illinois University Press.” (Forthcoming). JAC. 

 
Guest Author. “Syllabus for ENG 239: Multimodal Composition (Texts, Modes &  

Inclusion). (2014). In K. Arola, J. Sheppard, and C. Ball’s textbook Writer Designer:  
A Guide to Making Multimodal Projects. Bedford St. Martins. 

 
Author. “The New Scarlet Letter A: An Exploration of the Power of Online Informational  

Websites to Influence and ‘Brand’ Those Impacted by Autism Spectrum Disorders.” 
(2012). Rhetoric, Professional Communication, and Globalization.  

 
Reviewer. “2012 Computers and Writing (C&W) Session: “Toward a Theory of Digital &  

Multimodal Course Design.” Sweetland Digital Rhetoric Collaborative at  
http://www.digitalrhetoriccollaborative.org/2012/06/11/session-d-toward-a-theory-
of-digital-and-multimodal-course-design/ 

 
In-Progress Publications 

 

Edited Collection Co-Editor with Dr. Erin Frost, East Carolina University. 
Qualitative Approaches to Technical Communication: Medicine, Science, Technology, and 
Pedagogy. Chapter and book proposals in progress.  
 
Author. Rhetorics of Patient Inclusion: Technical Communication, Medicine, Ethics & 
Qualitative Data. Book proposal in progress. 
 

Invited Lectures 
 
Guest Town Hall Presenter. “Town Hall 2 - Computers & … Professional and Technical  

Writing.” (May 2016). Invited to present and discuss the connections between the 
work of computers and writing and the fields of professional and technical writing. 
Specifically, my presentation focused upon how these two disciplinary areas are 
working to incorporate more socio-culturally informed approaches to be more 
inclusive of a variety of users/audiences in a variety of technologically diverse 

http://www.digitalrhetoriccollaborative.org/2012/06/11/session-d-toward-a-theory-of-digital-and-multimodal-course-design/
http://www.digitalrhetoriccollaborative.org/2012/06/11/session-d-toward-a-theory-of-digital-and-multimodal-course-design/
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spaces and mediums. Computers & Writing Conference: Crossing Wires: Reaching 
Across Campus, Between Disciplines, and Into Communities. St. John Fisher 
College: Rochester, NY 

 
Guest Panel Presenter. “Thesis, Dissertation, and Comp Exams, oh my!” (February  

2016). Invited as a guest panel presenter for the Illinois State University 
Department of English Grad Forum to provide guidance and support for current 
masters and doctoral students who are planning or navigating the process of 
completing a thesis, dissertation, or comprehensive exam. Illinois State University: 
Normal, IL 

   
Guest Scholar. “Cultural Studies and Social Justice Approaches to Tech Comm.”  

(September 2014). Invited as a guest scholar for Dr. Angela Haas’s graduate course 
ENG 449: Technical Communication Histories & Theories. Illinois State University: 
Normal, IL 

 
Guest Scholar. “Discourses of Normalcy, Accessibility, and Ableism.” (September 2014).  

Invited as a guest scholar for Dr. Julie Jung’s cross listed upper level 
undergraduate/graduate course ENG 384: Introduction to Cultural Studies. Course 
theme: Undoing Normalcy: Theory for Accessible Cultures. Illinois State University: 
Normal, IL 

 
Guest Presenter. “Celebration of Multimodal Composition at the CCCCs: A Showcase of  

Student Work.” (March 2014). Invited to present at this special event to discuss the 
rewards of teaching multimodal composition. Hosted by Bedford St. Martins in 
coordination with NCTE: Indianapolis, IN 

 
Guest Presenter. “Autism Panel.” (January 2013). Invited by Dr. Julie Burns to  

present at the Department of Communication & Science Disorders Student Interest 
Group meeting. Illinois State University: Normal, IL 

 

Research Presentations 
 
Panel Presenter. “Bridging Social Activism and Community Literacies in Technical  

Communication Classrooms.” (Proposal Submitted for March 2017). Association of 
Teachers of Technical Writing: Celebrating 20—Retrospections and New Directions 
in Technical Communication. Portland, OR 

 
Panel Presenter. “Building Capacities for Justice and Inclusivity in Document Design.”  

(Accepted Presentation for March 2017). Conference on College Composition and 
Communication (CCCCs): Cultivating Capacity, Creating Change. Portland, OR 

 
Panel Presenter. “Environmental Injustices in Flint, MI: Exploring Cultural and Social  
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Access to “Clean” Water.” (October 2016). Thomas R. Watson Conference- Mobility 
Work in Composition: Translation, Migration, Transformation. University of 
Louisville: Louisville, KY  

 
Panel Presenter. “What Does Feminism Look Like?: Defining Feminism and Fandom  

through #FeministsAreUgly, #TheBachelorette, and #ScreamQueens.” (May 2016). 
Computers & Writing Conference: Crossing Wires: Reaching Across Campus, 
Between Disciplines, and Into Communities. St. John Fisher College: Rochester, NY 

 
Panel Presenter. “Social Justice Curricula & Pedagogy: Preparing Technical  

Communicators for Active & Responsible Advocacy.” (April 2016). Association of 
Teachers of Technical Writing: Technical Communication “Citizenship and Advocacy 
in Technical Communication. Houston, TX 

 
Panel Presenter. “Reframing Interventions: Moving from Accommodation to Inclusion.”  

(May 2015). Computers & Writing Conference: Technoliteracies & In(ter)ventions. 
University of Wisconsin-Stout: Menomonie, WI 

 
Panel Presenter. “Using Feminist Disability Theory to Deconstruct Social Barriers of  

Exclusion Within Professional Writing & Rhetorics.” (October 2014). Cultural 
Rhetorics Conference: Entering the Conversation. Michigan State University: East 
Lansing, MI 

 
Panel Presenter. “The Rhetoric of Reproductive Technologies: Decolonizing Women’s  

Bodies.” (October 2014). Thomas R. Watson Conference: Responsivity: Defining, 
Encouraging, Enacting. University of Louisville: Louisville, KY 
 

Panel Presenter. “Lights, Camera, and the Action of Teaching about Inclusion in the  
Computerized Composition Classroom.” (June 2014). Computers & Writing 
Conference: Evolutions, Revolutions, Convolutions. Washington State University: 
Pullman, WA 
 

Panel Presenter. “The Writing of Women’s Bodies: Exploring the Rhetorics of  
Reproductive Technologies” (April 2014). 19th Annual Women & Gender Studies 
Symposium. Illinois State University: Normal, IL  
 

Panel Presenter. “Technical Communication Composing Practices: Making Ethics Visible”  
(March 2014). Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCCs): 
Open Source(s), Access, Futures. Indianapolis, IN 

 
Panel Presenter. “Technical Communication and a Disability Studies Framework’”  

(October 2013). Council for Programs in Technical and Scientific Communication: 
Reflections and Projects-Examining the Status and the Future of Programs in the 
Field. Cincinnati, OH 
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Panel Presenter. “Technical Communication, Ethics, and the Healthcare Industry:  
Interrogating the Silencing of the ‘Non-Expert.’” (March 2013). Association of 
Teachers of Technical Writing: Technical Communication “Beyond Belief.” Las 
Vegas, NV 
 

Panel Presenter. “The Technological “Ring:” One Construction of the “Right” Path to  
Motherhood to Rule Them All” (May 2013). Computers & Writing Conference: 
Mechanization and Writing. Frostburg State University: Frostburg, MD 

 
Panel Presenter. “Technical Communication, Ethics, and the Healthcare Industry:  

Invisible Participants of Breast Cancer Clinical Trials.” (April 2013). 18th Annual 
Women & Gender Studies Symposium. Illinois State University: Normal, IL 

 
Panel Presenter. “The New Scarlet Letter A: The Power of Online Informational Websites  

to Silence and ‘Brand’ the Autism Community.” (May 2012). Computers & Writing 
Conference: Architexture- Composing and Constructing in Digital Spaces. North 
Carolina State University: Raleigh, NC 

 
Panel Presenter. “Education’s ‘Don’t Ask Don’t Tell’: It’s Not Just an Issue for the  

Military.” (February 2012). New Directions Symposium. Illinois State University: 
Normal, IL 
 

Panel Presenter. “The Trojan Women: Silent Voices Speaking Loudly.” (February 2012).  
English Studies at Large- Regional Conference (Sigma Tau Delta). Illinois State 
University: Normal, IL 

 
Academic Workshops & Mentoring 

 
Discussion Leader. “Graduate Research Network.” (May 2016). Provide mentoring and  

feedback to graduate students on their rhetoric and technology-based projects in 
the areas of technofeminism, gender studies, and socio-cultural identity studies. 
Computers & Writing Conference: Crossing Wires: Reaching Across Campus, 
Between Disciplines, and Into Communities. St. John Fisher College: Rochester, NY 

 
Discussion Leader. “Job Workshop at the Graduate Research Network.” (May 2016).  

Provide mentoring and advice to graduate students on navigating the process of 
negotiating job offers. Computers & Writing Conference: Crossing Wires: Reaching 
Across Campus, Between Disciplines, and Into Communities. St. John Fisher 
College: Rochester, NY 
 

Discussion Leader. “Graduate Research Network.” (May 2015). Provide mentoring and  
feedback to graduate students on their rhetoric and technology-based projects 
focused in the areas of disability studies and inclusivity, as well as navigating 
graduate school courses and exams. Computers & Writing Conference. University of 
Wisconsin Stout: Menomonie, WI  
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Discussion Leader. “Job Workshop at the Graduate Research Network.” (May 2015).  

Provide mentoring and advice to graduate students on navigating campus visits and 
delivering job talks. Computers & Writing Conference. University of Wisconsin 
Stout: Menomonie, WI 
 

Workshop Leader. “Exploring Representations of Difference in Popular Culture.” (April  
2015). Provided an introductory rhetoric and composition class workshop to high 
school students from underrepresented populations within the Chicago area. 
English Studies Showcase. Illinois State University: Normal, IL  

 
Workshop Co-Leader. “Online Teaching Workshop.” (April 2015). Presented graduate  

teaching assistants with pedagogical strategies for constructing an on-line course 
using the Illinois State University internal website Sakai system. Graduate Forum. 
Illinois State University: Normal, IL  

 
Workshop Leader. “Online Accessibility Workshop.” (April 2015). Developed and  

presented a workshop that focused upon furthering ideas of course accessibility and 
accommodation within digital learning spaces (online courses). The goal of this 
workshop was to initiate discussions about the meanings of access, identify what 
graduate teaching assistants (GTAs) and faculty may already be doing to make 
their courses more accessible using the ISU internal website Sakai system, and also 
provide GTAs and faculty with a list of resources and supports available to them in 
further developing and implementing pedagogical strategies that increase course 
accessibility to the benefit of a wider variety of students. Department of English. 
Illinois State University: Normal, IL 

 
Workshop Co-Facilitator. “College of Business (COB) Writing Workshop.” (July 2012).  

Selected to serve as an ISU Writing Program Facilitator for this cross-departmental 
summer writing workshop. I coordinated with the COB faculty to construct and 
implement writing activities that included small group breakout sessions. This 
workshop was created for the COB undergraduate students to focus on further 
developing critical thinking and awareness skill sets for writing across several 
business-centered genres. ISU Writing Program. Illinois State University: Normal, IL 

 
Workshop Leader. “Tech Time Professional Development Session on Prezi.” (October  

2011). Provided an ISU Writing Program professional development session for 
graduate students that provided instructional materials on how and when to 
incorporate the presentation software/technology of Prezi within the classroom, 
other academic settings, as well as professional settings. ISU Writing Program. 
Illinois State University: Normal, IL 
 

Graduate Student Mentor & Panel Presenter. “Life after Graduation: Breakout  
Sessions on Teaching, Graduate School and Other Careers.” (November 2011). 
Provided mentoring and support for undergraduate students wishing to discuss 
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their future options after graduation of either applying their undergraduate degrees 
professionally or continuing their education in a graduate school program. 
Undergraduate Research Symposium. Illinois State University: Normal, IL  

 
Teaching Experience 

 
Butler University Course Descriptions: 
 

 FYS 101- First Year Seminar: Developed and currently delivering this year long 
(2- semester) course that will engage with the complex relationships between 
gender, race, ethnicity, sexuality, ability, age, language diversity, and class in order 
to investigate how a society defines “normal.” Additionally, students will examine a 
variety of traditional and digital texts – from academic and professional texts (such 
as the CDC website news media, or company product portfolios) to the public texts 
encountered in the everyday (films, TV shows, advertisements, or famous book 
series). Specifically, students will investigate how a society’s definition and 
expectation of “normal” and “difference” can be based on social and cultural 
stereotypes and assumptions about idealized bodies and behaviors. 
 

 EN 303 Studies- Professional Writing: Developed and currently delivering this 
professional writing special-topics course for upperclassmen (Juniors and Seniors) 
on “The Impacts of Culture, Technology, and ‘Norms.’” This course builds upon 
foundational knowledge of professional writing genres from the EN 203 
(Introduction to Professional Writing) course by continuing to develop students’ 
writing skills within a variety of professional writing topics/genres including: daily 
communication such as emails and letters, memos, proposals, instructions, usability 
reports, infographic design, web writing, and document design. Additionally, 
students are asked to apply cultural theoretical lenses of inquiry to interrogate the 
relationship between cultures, communities, and technologies. By doing this type of 
interrogation students will be better positioned to be more socially and culturally 
responsible professional writers, who work to be inclusive of the widest variety of 
users. 

 
Illinois State University Course Descriptions:      
Overview of courses taught at Illinois State University as both a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant (GTA) and a Post-Doctoral Fellow  

 ENG 101 Composition & Critical Inquiry: Incorporated a rhetorical genre 
studies approach for three sections of this first-year composition course in which I 
developed and delivered the syllabus and course curricula.  

 IDS 121.19 Texts & Contexts: Literary Studies: Constructed the syllabus, 
established theoretical applications (gender studies, feminist film theory, and 
disability studies theory) and course work for my section of this Interdisciplinary 
Studies, General Education elective. The theme for the course was “Lights, Camera, 
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and the Action of Socially Constructed Identities.” This course asked students to 
examine socially constructed identities and the perpetuation of cultural and social 
stereotypes in a variety of multimodal popular culture media such as film, TV, 
music, advertising, and on-line videos (YouTube). This exploration was enacted 
through the process of critiquing and destabilizing social and cultural constructions 
of “normal” and “difference.” 

o Online summer section of IDS 121.19 – Developed and taught this 
section of a four week online only course for students using the Illinois State 
University internal website Sakai system. This course focused on developing 
a community for open discussion (built within discussion forums of Sakai) to 
encourage the sharing of ideas and further provided students with a venue 
to further engage with feminist disability critical pedagogical methods by 
encouraging students to share experiential knowledges and/or questions.   

 ENG 128 Gender in the Humanities: Developed and taught this General 
Education elective (also considered an elective for the Women and Gender Studies 
Certificate and Minor at Illinois State University). This is an introductory course to 
the discipline of Women & Gender Studies (WGS). This course focused on critically 
engaging with the complex relationships between gender and race, ethnicity, 
sexuality, ability, age, and class through the application of feminist theories, as well 
as disability studies theoretical frameworks, to critique and destabilize social and 
cultural constructions of “normal” and “difference” within academic, professional, 
and everyday texts.  

 ENG 145.13 Business & Government Writing: Incorporated a rhetorical genre 
studies approach for my three sections of this cross-departmental (College of 
Business departments and the Criminal Justice and Political Science departments), 
writing intensive course. For this course, I developed the syllabus, assignments, 
and course curricula. Students were asked to perform reflexive analysis of writing 
practices that may work to exclude certain cultural audiences, while also 
constructing more ethical writing practices that focus on furthering social justice 
and inclusivity. Additionally, students are asked to critically analyze how 
professional texts influence the public sphere in shaping and re-shaping knowledges 
about public policy, as well as cultural and social “norms.” 

 ENG 239 Multimodal Composition: Created the syllabus, established theoretical 
applications and course work for two sections of this elective that applies rhetorical 
theories to analyze the composition of texts (both digital and traditional print) using 
a variety of modes (visual, oral, aural, textual, spatial, gestural). The theme for 
these courses centered upon the concept of “inclusion,” by applying a feminist 
disability theoretical lens of inquiry to course readings, assignments and 
discussions. The conceptual focus on “inclusion” asked students to work against 
perpetuating stereotypes and discriminatory practices aimed at maintaining 
hegemonic notions of disability, gender, sexuality, class, age, ethnicity, and race. 
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Thus, students engaged with composing more socially responsible texts using 
graphics, typography design choices, audio, video, and storyboarding. 

 ENG 249 Technical & Professional Writing 1: Created the syllabus, theoretical 
applications, and course work for nine sections of this cross-departmental course. 
(English Department and Computer & Information Sciences). Throughout the 
course, students are asked to analyze and focus upon the following issues: ethics, 
accessibility, civic engagement, document design, research, legal policy and 
legislation, rhetorical theory and applications, digital & visual rhetoric, document 
design, web writing, and inter/intra-cultural concepts. Students are also introduced 
to a variety of technical and professional writing genres: manuals, instructions, 
memos, proposals, reports, infographics, and daily professional communication 
(letters and email). Additionally, students were asked to engage with and apply 
feminist theoretical and disability studies frameworks to disrupt the “normalizing” 
practice of constructing stereotypical gender and ableist identities. 

o Online Summer Sections of ENG 249 - Developed and taught two, 
simultaneous 6-week online only courses, using the Illinois State University 
internal website Sakai system. This course focused on course goals from the 
face-to-face ENG 249 sections (providing an introduction to technical and 
professional writing genres, while also focusing upon issues of ethics, 
accessibility, civic engagement, document design, research, legal policy and 
legislation, rhetorical theory and applications, digital & visual rhetoric, 
document design, web writing, and inter/intra-cultural concepts), while also 
developing a community for open discussion (built within discussion forums 
of Sakai) to encourage the sharing of ideas and further provided students 
with a venue to further engage with feminist disability critical pedagogical 
methods by encouraging students to share experiential knowledges and/or 
questions.   

 IT 349/ENG 349 Technical Writing II: Created the syllabus, theoretical 
applications, and assignments for my section of this cross-listed graduate and 
upperclassmen (junior and senior standing) undergraduate course. My section of 
this course was dedicated to graduate students pursuing a master’s degree in 
informational sciences. Overall, this course continued the foundational practices and 
theories of technical and professional writing from the introductory ENG 249 (pre-
requisite for this course). Students continue to expand their technical and 
professional writing skills within a variety of genres (reports, proposals, memos, 
and daily communication genres such as email), while also further developing skill 
sets within information and document design, web writing, technical editing, 
infographic design, and multimodal composing. Additionally, students were asked to 
further develop their critical analysis skill sets by analyzing issues of ethics, 
accessibility, usability, civic engagement, and inter/intra-cultural concepts. Cultural 
theoretical applications include feminist theories, disability studies frameworks, and 
digital rhetoric frameworks of inclusion. 
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Professional Technical Communication Appointments 
 
Graduate Research Assistant – English Department Alumni Newsletter 
2015 (Summer Semester) 
Illinois State University English Department, Normal, IL  

Constructing the ISU English Department’s annual alumni newsletter for 2015 by 
developing and writing articles, providing visual design and layout editing for photographs 
and images, and developing an archive of articles and stories for future editions of the 
newsletter. 
 
Medical Center Sales Specialist              
2005 - 2009 
Sanofi-Aventis Pharmaceutical, Bridgewater, NJ  

Provided education and resources to community based and governmental health care 
institutions/hospitals on a specific therapeutic disease state, product, and device.  Achieve 
annual sales and profit objectives for the Peoria, IL territory.  

Accomplishments: Sales Achievement Awards, Quota Awards, and Insurance 
Coverage Attainment. 
 

Pharmaceutical Sales Representative (Champaign IL Territory)                   
2001 - 2005 
Eli Lilly & Company, Indianapolis, IN 

Provided educational and resource support to primary care physicians (Internal Medicine, 
Family Practice, and OB/GYN) on a specific therapeutic disease state and product.  Achieve 
annual sales and profit objectives for the Champaign, IL territory.  

Accomplishments: Peer Award Winner, Director’s Council, Sales Achievement 
Awards, Mentor, and Product/Team Champion Roles for District. 

 
Education Specialist                    
2000 - 2001 
Carle Clinic Association & Health Alliance Medical Plans (HAMP), Urbana, IL 

Provided instructional design, presentation delivery, and maintenance of education 
programs such as new employee orientation for all employees.  Provided performance 
consulting for Health Alliance Medical Plans departments for new employee orientation and 
ongoing professional development initiatives. 

Accomplishments: Coordinated the Competency Development Program at HAMP 
for assigned departments and recognized by the Carle “Applause” program for 
exemplary internal customer service and educational programs. 
 

Training & Auditing Facilitator (promotion) & Sales Adjustments Coordinator  
1998 - 2000 
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Solo Cup Company, Urbana, IL 

Performed observational and technological audits of departmental employees’ productivity 
to determine education needs and opportunities for procedural improvement, as well as 
develop and maintain education and training materials.  

Accomplishments: Established a training and development program for all new 
departmental employees, including a procedural manual for consumer and 
institutional divisions. Devised a departmental newsletter to express educational 
opportunities and promote open communication with management and staff. 
Delivered Educational presentations to other departments within the company to 
explain the role, objectives, and procedures of the Sales Adjustments Department  

 
Awards, Grants, & Honors 

 2016 Butler Awards Committee (BAC) Mini Grant Recipient: Monetary 
awards of up to $500 presented to Butler University faculty in the areas of the fine 
arts, humanities and social sciences to provide funding for special projects such as 
conference presentations. 

 2016 The Reggies – Invited Faculty Member: The Reggies is a ceremony 
celebrating the academic excellence of ISU student athletes. The recognized 
student athletes may invite a faculty member to this event, who they feel warrants 
recognition for strong teaching and support of student athletes in the classroom. 

 2016 ISU Softball First Pitch Ambassador. First pitch ambassadors are 
selected by a nomination process, where a student member of the ISU softball 
team identifies an individual (member of the faculty or administration), who they 
feel deserves recognition for excellent teaching, mentoring, and support of student 
athletes.  

 2015 The Reggies - Invited Faculty Member: The Reggies is a ceremony 
celebrating the academic excellence of ISU student athletes. The recognized 
student athletes may invite a faculty member to this event, who they feel warrants 
recognition for strong teaching and support of student athletes in the classroom.  

 2015 Diversity & Equity Teaching Award: A $200 award presented to two 
graduate teaching assistants who demonstrate exemplary teaching that engages 
with issues of diversity to increase understanding and respect for diversity and 
social justice.  

 2015 Maurice Scharton Scholarship Recipient: A $500 scholarship awarded to 
the ISU graduate student and undergraduate student who have written the best 
paper in rhetoric, composition, and writing studies in history, theory, or criticism. 
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 2015 Dissertation Completion Grant Recipient: A $2000 grant awarded by 
the ISU Graduate School to select ISU students enrolled in a doctoral program to 
assist with research and completion costs.  

 Computers & Writing Conference Graduate Research Network Travel 
Award Recipient: 2015, 2014, 2012, and 2011. 

 2014 University Club Scholarship Recipient: A $500 scholarship awarded to 
10 undergraduate and graduate students (from a pool of 80 applicants) who have a 
combination of the following: exemplary leadership and service to ISU, a dedication 
to education within professional goals, and a demonstration of financial need. 

 2014 Writing Program Service Award: Recognition for volunteering time and 
resources to ISU Writing Program initiatives, events, and student support. 

 Conference Travel Grant Recipient. 2014, 2013, and 2012. Department of 
English Studies, Illinois State University: Normal, IL  

 Computers & Writing Conference Graduate Research Network Research 
Assistant Travel Award 2013: Award that covers the cost of conference 
registration and all travel costs (including flights and lodging). 

 2011 University Club Scholarship Recipient: A $500 scholarship awarded to a 
select number of undergraduate and graduate students who have a combination of 
the following: exemplary leadership and service to ISU, a dedication to education 
within professional goals, and a demonstration of financial need. 

 Sigma Tau Delta: Academic honors society initiate in 2010.  

 Eli Lilly Corporation Chicago Gamma Product Team Leader 2002, 2003, 
and 2005 

 2003 Eli Lilly Corporation Director’s Council: Committee that is made up of all 
District MVPs of 2002 in the Midwest Area, to discuss important issues impacting 
pharmaceutical sales representatives in their daily, monthly, and general 
responsibilities and tasks. 

 2002 Eli Lilly Chicago Gamma District MVP (Sales District Award) 

 2002 (March) Eli Lilly Chicago Gamma Area Meeting MVP 

 2001 Eli Lilly Corporation Top 10% Sales Award  

 2001 Eli Lilly Corporation Peer Award Winner: Pharmaceutical Sales Training 
& Development School MVP Award 

 Central Illinois Chapter of American Marketing Association Outstanding 
Marketing Student of the Year 1998 
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 Outstanding Young Woman of America Award 1998: Presented to women 
who have demonstrated academic success, work-related success, and leadership 
skills 

 Who’s Who Among American College Students 1998: Award presented to 
college students who present with a high level of academic success and a variety of 
student organization involvement 

 Eastern Illinois University (EIU) Top Ten Greek Women Award 1998: 
Presented to 10 sorority women who are thought to best exemplify academic 
success and leadership both within and outside of the EIU Greek system. 

 John Thompson Moore Business Award 1997: Awarded to an undergraduate, 
junior marketing major with a grade point average of 2.5 or higher, who also 
demonstrates outstanding leadership qualities 
 

Disciplinary Service 
 
PraxisWiki Review Board Member (2015 - Present): Kairos: A Journal of Rhetoric,  

Technology, and Pedagogy: Responsible for working with current and future 
scholars and teachers to publish their pedagogical insights, research, and creative 
learning activities in a forum to openly share and learn from each other in terms of 
pedagogical strategies that further the field of computers and writing (rhetoric &  
technology). 

Executive Committee Member (2013 - Present): Computers & Writing Graduate  
Research Network (GRN): Responsible for assisting with the promotion (marketing) 
and recruitment of participants (student participants (presenters), professional 
mentors, and job-networking presentations), and for requesting donations (both 
monetary and academic materials) for distribution to student participants in the 
form of travel grants and awards.  

 
President, Executive Board Member (2013 - 2015), and Vice-President  

(2012 - 2014): Rhetoric Society of America at Illinois State University: Student 
chapter of the Rhetoric Society of America on Illinois State University’s campus.  

Graduate Assistant (2013): Computers & Writing Conference GRN: Responsible for the  
promotion (marketing) and recruitment efforts for GRN participants (student & 
faculty), coordinating and planning the GRN networking & feedback sessions, and 
maintaining the database of contacts for current and future promotion and 
recruitment efforts. 

Editorial Board Member (2013 - Present): The JUMP (Journal for Undergraduate  
Multimedia Projects): Construct reviews for submissions to this online, open access 
journal, by providing both editorial feedback and author feedback 
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Institutional Service 

Professional and Public Writing (PPW) Committee (2016 - Present): Butler  
University Department of English committee working to develop a competitive, and 
sustainable Professional and Public Writing (PPW) Major and Minor. This committee 
is also developing marketing and promotional strategies to build enrollment for the 
new PPW track across a wide variety of disciplinary areas outside of English that 
include areas such as medicine, business, sciences, informational systems, 
publishing, and engineering. Additionally, this committee works to determine 
academic adjunct hires to help support PPW initiatives and provide students with 
opportunities for unique, specialized topics courses in the areas of health and 
medicine writing, science writing, and grant writing that are in addition to the 
course plans for the academic year.  

First Year Seminar (FYS) Advisory Committee (2016 - Present): Butler University  
Department of English Committee that is currently working on developing a social 
justice and diversity pedagogical approach within the general education FYS 
courses. This focus is in-line with University initiatives to increase inclusivity on 
campus. The FYS 101 and 102 courses are part of a year-long curriculum that all 
freshman students are required to take to help them further develop critical 
analysis, writing (composing), and research skills.  

 
Medical & Scientific Writing Working Group (2016 - Present): Butler University  

cross disciplinary working group (Department of English and the College of 
Pharmacy & Health Sciences) created to develop a curriculum within the 
professional & public writing course offerings that is specific to the area of medical 
and scientific writing. 

Illinois State University Safe Zone Ally (2014 - 2016): Upon completion of an ISU  
orientation (training) program, faculty/staff members may serve as an ally to the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) population on campus and place 
emblems of this organization upon their office door(s) to designate that this is a 
place where LGBT individuals can feel safe 

Feminist Led Activist Movement to Empower (FLAME) (2014 - 2015): Registered  
student organization affiliated with the ISU Women's and Gender Studies Program 
empowering students to reexamine all aspects of our lives for how they have been 
socially constructed along intersecting lines of gender, race, class, ability, age, 
etc.... 

Illinois State University (ISU) Writing Program Assessment Reviewer (2013 - 
2014): Assessed written student responses to a variety of writing problem 
scenarios that were distributed by ENG 145 (Writing in the Academic Disciplines) 
and ENG 145.13 (Business & Government Writing) instructors as a final course 
project for the fall 2013 semester. The assessment required reviewers to perform 
extensive data analysis, specifically looking for evidence of certain kinds of thinking, 
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knowledge, or learning activities that reflected specific writing program learning 
objectives. The assessment data was used by the Writing Program to re-evaluate 
the ENG 145 & ENG 145.13 courses for effectiveness and transfer of composing 
skills. 

ISU English Department Hostess for Technical Communication Interview  
Candidate Luncheon 2013: Responsible for coordinating the candidate luncheon 
with ISU English Department graduate students, as well as provide a tour of the 
campus for the candidate.  

ISU ProQuest Ad Hoc Committee Student Representative (2012 - 2013): Focused  
on coordinating and overseeing the efforts to roll out the ProQuest system 
(electronic publishing system for dissertations & thesis) for all ISU graduate 
students/departments in a manner that works in the best interests of the students, 
faculty, and the institution. 

ISU Professional Growth Committee Member (2012 - 2013): Elected position.  
Initiates and supports opportunities for professional growth and development of the 
teaching faculty and the graduate students of the English department by planning 
and coordinating lecture series, readings, and other events 

ISU Writing Committee Member (2012 - 2013): Elected Position. Act as an advisor  
to the Director of the ISU Writing Programs and works with other department 
committees and writing faculty to address issues relating to first-year writing 
courses, undergraduate writing curricula, and graduate writing curricula. 

ISU New Directions Symposium Marketing & Advertising Committee Member  
(2011-2012): Responsible for planning the symposium for graduate students in all 
areas of English Studies to present their work in a professional setting 

ISU OmBuds Committee Member (2011 - 2012): Elected position. Served as a  
mediator between graduate students and administration/faculty during challenging 
situations 

Sigma Tau Delta Lifetime member since 2010: an English Academic Honors Society 

 
Community Service 

 
Friends of TAP (The Autism Program) member (2011 - Present): Affiliated with  

ISU, this organization consists of community and student volunteers focused on 
raising awareness about Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs), while also coordinating 
and running fundraising and donation collection efforts for the TAP organization, 
ensuring that this organization can further extend their outreach of free services for 
individuals impacted directly and indirectly by ASDs. 

Kidspot Volunteer Educator (2011 - 2012): St. Patrick Church of Merna’s introduction  
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to Sunday School for the ages of 3-5 that is held once a week on Saturday/Sunday 
during mass times. 

Nursery Volunteer (2010 - 2011): St. Patrick Church of Merna’s nursery for children  
aged 18 months (mobile) through 3 years of age that is held during mass times on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

 
Professional Memberships 

 
Association of Teachers of Technical Writing 
Council for Programs in Scientific and Technical Communication 
Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCCs)  
National Council of Teachers of English 
Rhetoric Society of America 
Sigma Tau Delta 
Society for Technical Communication 


