
Bringing the universe within reach.

The U.S. Air Force Academy believes young people are 
the key to solving global challenges, building upon a 
solid foundation of science, technology, engineering and 
math (STEM). Forbes has ranked the Academy as one 
of America’s top 10 STEM colleges. Its programs make 
tools and resources available to help teachers inspire 
greater learning and discovery. They also encourage 
the recruitment of future cadets who develop skills 
necessary for national security, cyber warfare and 
maintaining our nation’s competitive edge.



 ENDOWMENT
THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY

The United States Air Force Academy Endowment’s fundraising efforts will 
ensure the completion of the Planetarium and STEM Center, which is slated 
to open in the spring of 2019. The renovated facility will serve as a beacon 
for educating current and future cadets and thousands of Academy visitors.

Enhancing Our Community and the Air Force Academy

Reaching For The Stars 

For 45 years, the USAFA Planetarium had been a successful military 
and academic learning tool for the cadet wing, and it served as a 
valuable community asset. The $5 million renovation project will 
help the Academy catch up and keep pace with technological 
advances while undertaking necessary building upgrades. 

Key Focus Areas
• Community outreach and education programs
• Enhancing the Air Force Academy visitor experience
• Cadet experience enrichment
• Increase community partnership ties

The Planetarium Experience 

In addition to serving the expected disciplines of astronomy and 
astrophysics, the updated facility will enhance learning experiences for 
cadets studying biology, chemistry, history and geology. Cadets and 
school-aged children alike will be impacted by the planetarium’s focus 
on science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) programming. 
For example, they will be able to take a visual tour of life forms, usually 
invisible to the naked eye, courtesy of a nanocam, which shows what is 
normally only seen through an electron microscope. Once restored, the 
planetarium has the potential of impacting more than 20,000 cadets, 
school students and visitors every year.

A Financial Commitment for Excellence

The USAFA Endowment has committed to raising $2.5 million for 
equipment upgrades and program support. 

The heart of the planetarium will be the audiovisual equipment and 
computerized technology that generates vivid and immersive visual 
displays and sounds to bring the interior dome to life. The upgraded 
system will include: 
     •  8K ultra-high resolution projection system 
     •  Three-projector panorama projection system
     •  50’ dome screen
     •  Up to 110 theater seats
     •  5.1 surround sound audio system
     •  LED theater lighting
     •  Theater control center


