
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CITATION 
TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

AVIATORS' POST No. 743, AMERICAN LEGION 

VALOR AWARD for 2012 
Presented 19 May 2013 

to 

LTC ERIC C. GRACE, U. S. AIR FORCE 
 

Lieutenant Colonel Eric C. Grace distinguished himself by meritorious achievement 

While participating in aerial flight as A-10C Pilot, 451st Expeditionary Operations 

Support Squadron, 451st Expeditionary Operations Group, 451st Air Expeditionary 

Wing, Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, on 8 February 2012. 
 

On that date, in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM, Colonel Grace led a 

two-ship of A-10Cs in support of a troops-in-contact situation in a densely urban 

environment.  With friendly forces running low on ammunition and pinned down in 

a compound from enemy small arms crossfire, Colonel Grace immediately took on- 

scene command and located the source of the nearest small arms fire less than 100 

meters west of the friendly position.  Given the nature of the fighting position and the 

urban environment, Colonel Grace recommended that a low collateral damage 

precision guided weapon be considered for use.  The ground commander concurred 

with his recommendation and elected to have him employ a single GBU-38V5 

danger close to their position. 
 

Colonel Grace’s successful employment was entirely distinctive since the use the 

theater’s newest low collateral damage weapon had never before been attempted in a 

danger close situation.  The weapon’s impact immediately ceased the enemy fire 

from both directions, killed one enemy insurgent, and minimized collateral damage. 
 

Colonel Grace’s airmanship and precision engagement allowed the friendly forces to 

safely break contact, ultimately saving ground force lives. More importantly, this 

unique engagement was utilized to educate ground commanders theater wide on the 

low collateral damage capabilities of the recently fielded GBU-38V5 in complex 

tactical situations where fratricide and collateral damage considerations are a factor. 
 

The professional skill and airmanship displayed by Colonel Grace reflect great credit 

upon himself and the United States Air Force. 

 

 


