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Memorial dedication scheduled to honor  POWs 
 

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. – Events honoring the U.S. Air Force Academy’s 
prisoners of war will be held on Thursday, April 23 and Friday, April 24.  

 
The memorial honors the sacrifices made and the suffering endured by the 33 USAFA 

graduates who served as POWs in Southeast Asia. Nineteen USAFA POWs will be attending along 
with their family members in a historic gathering. Several family members of deceased POWs will also 
be in attendance. This is the first time USAFA POWs have congregated in this number at the 
Academy, and officials with the Association of Graduates say it may be the last time. 
  

Events will begin on Thursday, April 23 with a lunch with cadets in Mitchell Hall, followed by 
discussions held between POWs and junior and senior cadets. As the senior cadets are scheduled to 
begin Polaris Warrior (a competition that will test their leadership and expeditionary skills) the following 
day, these discussions will focus on the POWs’ own stories of using survival knowledge, resistance 
and the Code of Conduct to return from captivity with honor. 

 
On April 24, a dedication ceremony for the memorial will be held at Doolittle Hall, followed by a 

reception with time allotted for interviews with POWs and family members. The POWs will discuss the 
particular extreme circumstances they found themselves in such a short time after graduating from 
USAFA. 

 
Following the reception, the POWs and their families will walk to the South East Asia Pavilion 

for the unveiling of the new memorial, and to commemorate those who never made it home again.  
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NOTE:  Media wishing to attend any of the mentioned above events, please call Public Affairs 

at (719) 333-7639, 7557, or 7731, no later than 4 p.m. Wednesday, April 22, 2015.   
 

"The Air Force's Academy, producing lieutenants for our Air Force and our nation." 
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