The Book of Revelation
Dr Chuck Crisco- A New Day Dawning
Introduction: Not Starting with Revelation and Creating Theology
I. The Key To Understanding Revelation’s Language: Apocalyptic language- 
A. Psalm 18… a cosmic earth-shattering coming of God?
B. Isaiah 11:4-6; Jeremiah 51:25, "I am against you, O destroying mountain, you who destroy the whole earth, declares the Lord." [NIV]
II. How To Interpret Revelation: Rev. 1:1
A. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John… So HE TELLS US HOW TO INTERPRET THE BOOK IN THE OPENING VERSES.
B. So what has been COVERING Christ that he has to be UNCOVERED? 2 Corinthians 3:14-16; 2 Corinthians 4:3-4; Isaiah 25:7;  NT: 602 apokalupsis (ap-ok-al'-oop-sis); from NT: 601; disclosure: KJV - appearing, coming, lighten, manifestation, be revealed, revelation. (Strong's.)
C. Example: Revelation 16:16, "And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon." (2 Ki. 9:27; Zech. 12:11; 2 Kings 23:29) "On that day the weeping in JERUSALEM will be as great as the weeping of Hadad Rimmon in the plain of MEGIDDO." (12:11) 
III. The Timing of Jesus’ Words
A. Must shortly take place? (Rev. 1: 3, 1: 19, 22: 6, 22: 10, 22: 20).  The word “shortly” is from the Greek word: NT: 5034 tachos (takh'-os); from the same as NT: 5036; a brief space (of time), i.e. (with NT: 1722 prefixed) in haste: KJV - quickly, shortly, speedily. (Strong’s)
B. “Blessed is he that reads, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” 
1. The word “at hand” is from the Greek word: NT: 1451 eggus (eng-goos'); from a primary verb agcho (to squeeze or throttle; akin to the base of NT: 43); near (literally or figuratively, of place or time): KJV - from at hand, near, nigh (at hand, unto), ready. (Strong’s)
2. Matthew 16:27-28, 27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.28 “Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”
3. Matthew 26:64, Jesus said to him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
4. Matthew 10:23 When they persecute you in this city, flee to another. For assuredly, I say to you, you will not have gone through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
5. John 21:22 Jesus said to him, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”  John 21:23 Then this saying went out among the brethren that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would not die, but, “If I will that he remain till I come, what is that to you?”
IV. The Dating of the Book of Revelation
A. The Synoptics all have a version of the Olivet Discourse, while John’s gospel did not.  It is believed that Revelation is his version of Matthew 24. 
Revelation 6 (opening of the seals)
1. War (vs 1-2)
2. International strife (v. 3-4)
3. Famine (v. 5-6)
4. Pestilence (v 7-8)
5. Persecution (v. 9-11)
6. Earthquake; De-creation (v. 12-17)
Matthew 24
1. War (v 6)
2. International strife (v. 7a)
3. Famine (v. 7b)
4. Earthquakes (v 7c)
5. Persecution (v. 9-13)
6. De-creation (v. 12)
Mark 13:
1. War (v. 7)
2. International strife (v. 8a)
3. Earthquakes (v. 8b)
4. Famines (v. 8c)
5. Persecution (v. 9-13)
6. De-creation (v. 14-27)
Luke 21:
1. War (v. 9)
2. International strife (v. 10)
3. Earthquakes (v. 11)
4. Plagues and famines (v 11b)
5. Persecution (v. 12-19)
6. De-creation (v. 20-27) 

B. The earliest  dating of the book of Revelation called the Syriac Peshita that we have is dated as being before 70AD. 
That by itself should be enough. Again “the revelation, which was upon the holy John the Evangelist from God when he was on the island of Patmos where he was thrown by the emperor Nero.” Nero Caesar ruled over the Roman Empire from AD 54 to AD 68. Nero committed suicide on June 8, AD 68. Pike, Robert, D. God’s Promise of Redemption, A Story of Fulfilled Prophecy., p. 226. Welton, Jonathan (2013-11-01). Raptureless: An Optimistic Guide to the End of the World - Revised Edition Including The Art of Revelation (Kindle Locations 4456-4458). BookBaby. Kindle Edition.
C.  The Context of the Kings
When we look at the internal evidence, we find a very clear indicator of the date of authorship in Revelation 17:10: Take a look at how perfectly it fits with Nero and the Roman Empire of the first century.  The rule of the first seven Roman Emperors is as follows: 
•	"Five have fallen... " Julius Caesar (49–44 BC) Augustus (27 BC–AD 14) Tiberius (AD 14–37) Caligula (AD 37–41) Claudius (AD 41–54)
•	"One is... " Nero (AD 54-68) 
•	"the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for only a little while." Galba (June AD 68–January AD 69, a six-month rulership) 
D. The Jewish Persecution of the Christians and the Presence of the Temple
In Revelation 6 and 11 the Jews were persecuting Christians, but after the destruction of the temple the Jews were in no position to persecute Christians at all. 
In addition Revelation recounts the Temple being there. That isn’t because there is going to be a rebuilt one, no matter what they want to do in Israel. It means this was written BEFORE the temple was destroyed. Luke 21:20-24; Daniel 7:25 and Daniel 12:7, times, time and half a time… refer to 3 ½ years and the destruction of Jerusalem. Which historically was 3.5 years.
E. Internal Evidence makes clear that the Great Harlot City is Jerusalem:
8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified (Rev 11:8)
It was spiritually, figuratively, symbolically called Sodom and Egypt but when he identifies it geographically it is Jerusalem the city where and from which Jesus was crucified. Therefore it is not some future America or future middle eastern revived Babylon. It was Jerusalem in 70AD.
The Song of Moses, DEUTERONOMY 32, a song which Israel was to sing liturgically throughout their history about THEIR latter days specifically says, "Their vine is the vine of Sodom and the fields of Gomorrah."(32:32)
So too Isaiah describing THEIR LAST DAYS, describes Jerusalem as Sodom in 3:9.
Why Egypt? First because Jerusalem, as Paul said in Galatians, is in bondage with her children (the Law, Gal. 4:25). Secondly, like Egypt the curses/plagues are coming upon them. Thirdly, the book of Revelation represents a second Exodus in that Jerusalem's temple destruction meant believing Jews, the remnant, would be free of her bondage. Interestingly enough in Revelation, after Babylon (Jerusalem) is destroyed they sing the Song of Moses and the Lamb from Deut. 32!
F. Time-related Passages 
The internal time-related portions of Revelation indicate that the events it foretells will come to pass shortly (see Rev. 1:1,3; 22:10,20). 
G. John’s Appearance in AD 96 
Another reason to believe the Book of Revelation was written at the earlier date is because Jerome noted in his writings that John was seen in AD 96 and that he was so old and infirm that "he was with difficulty carried to the church, and could speak only a few words to the people."1 We must put this fact together with Revelation 10:11, which says John must "prophesy again concerning many peoples and nations and tongues and kings." It is difficult to imagine John would be able to speak to many nations and many kings at any date after AD 96 since he was already elderly and feeble. Eusibius, who was known as the earliest church historian notes that the Gospel of John was the last one written.
H. Timetable Comparison with Daniel 
In Daniel, the author was told to "seal up the vision, for it is a long way off" (Dan. 12:4)—which referred to a 483-year wait until Jesus came to fulfill the prophecy. By contrast, in Revelation, John was told to "not seal up the vision because it concerns things which must shortly come to pass" (Rev 22:10). If 483 years was considered a long way off, meaning that the vision should be sealed, it makes no sense that two thousand plus years would be considered "shortly to come to pass" and not to be sealed up. 
The “seals” that are opened in the book probably refer to the things sealed in Daniel. Clearly, the obvious answer is Revelation shouldn’t be sealed because it was about to happen at the AD 70 destruction of Jerusalem. 
I. Only Seven Churches 
The existence of only seven churches in Asia Minor (see Rev. 1) also indicates a writing date before the greater expansion of Christianity into that region, which occurred after the fall of Jerusalem. 
J: The Use of Ezekiel as an Outline, and The Overwhelming Use of OT References:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some scholars have suggested that there are over 400 references from the Hebrew Scriptures in this one book. 
