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The Saleen S7 Twin Turbo looks as 
exotic as a Le Mans race car, which 

is no surprise since it was designed that 
way from the outset. The looks alone 
might justify the $598,950 price, but it 
is also so beautifully made and outfitted 
that one overlooks the fact that the engine 
lurking amidships is a pushrod 16-valve 
Ford V-8.

Of course, the engine is hardly a stock 
Cleveland 351. It uses an aluminum-alloy 
block and cylinder heads and displaces 
428 cubic inches. This engine is derived 
from Ford’s NASCAR racing program and 
given further motivation by twin Garrett 
turbochargers. Regular S7 Twin Turbos, 
such as they are, make 750 horsepower 
at the flywheel on 6.0 pounds of boost. 
For the purposes of this test, the engine 
made 775 horsepower and 681 pound-feet 
of torque, thanks to higher boost pres-
sure (8.0 psi), retuned engine manage-
ment, and the removal of the catalytic 
converters. 

If that appears feeble alongside the 
power inventories of the Viper, Ford GT, 
and Corvette, remember that the Saleen 
was easily the lightest of our contestants 
at 3064 pounds. Still, its power-to-weight 
ratio, at 4.0 pounds per horsepower, was 

the second worst here. 
Ward Reasoner bought the S7 in early 

2005 as a naturally aspirated car and then 
sent it to Irvine, California, for a twin-turbo 
upgrade. He must be one of the most enthu-
siastic of S7 owners: Not only did he bring 
his car all the way from Florida to northern 
Michigan for this test, but he also has 5600 
miles on the car, an uncommon amount 
for an exotic. In normal highway driving, 
the S7 certainly feels like a race car for the 
street. The driver sits a long way forward in 
a fixed-position bucket, feet straight ahead 
in a relatively narrow footwell. Visibility 
rearward is on the bad side of atrocious. 
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SPEED VS. DISTANCE

distance, feet

m
ph

HEFFNER FORD GT1000TT
HEFFNER GALLARDO 850TT
HENNESSEY VENOM 1000 TWIN TURBO
LINGENFELTER CORVETTE Z06 TWIN TURBO
SALEEN S7 TWIN TURBO

Without the rear-facing camera that is 
linked to a TV monitor mounted on the 
center stack, the driver would be a nervous 
wreck in traffic. 

The engine is tremendously strong and 
traction is good, but the steering is too direct 
and nervous on the highway, and the ride is 
as firm as a Conestoga wagon’s. Wind noise, 
too, is high, although the exhaust seems 
muted. The S7 is actually pretty easy to 
drive and certainly doesn’t feel like a tuner 
car but rather a beautifully made supercar 
that was derived from a racer.

In Oscoda, driver Lee Saunders proved 
that he has cojones of steel. The reasons 
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SPEED VS. TIME

2005 SALEEN S7 TWIN TURBO
Street drivability: ★★★ Zero to 200 mph: 38.2 sec • ¼-mile: 11.6 sec @ 138 mph
200-to-0-mph braking: 1147 feet • Total time, 0 to 200 to 0 mph: 49.6 sec
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