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POWER AT THE WHEELS

of fat Pirellis—front 255/30ZR-20 P Zeros 
and rear 335/25ZR-22 P Zero Scorpions. 
For the speed runs, Heffner bolted on a 
set of sticky Hoosier A6 autocross tires—
245/40ZR-18 in front, 315/40ZR-19 at the rear. 
With drag racer Gary Javo from Savannah, 
Georgia, at the helm, the GT clocked the 
quarter-mile in 10.6 seconds at 152 mph 
and hit 200 mph in 18.9 seconds. For con-
trast, the last Ford GT we tested [“Lords 
of Envy,” August 2005] did the quarter in 
12.0 seconds at 123 mph and needed 19.1 
seconds to reach 150 mph. Wow.

Combined with a set of Ford Racing 
brake rotors, the Hoosiers also paid off in 
the test’s shortest stop: 200 to 0 in 1089 feet, 
which in turn added up to the best 0-to-200-
to-0 result: 4642 feet in 26.5 seconds.

Considering its face-distorting thrust, 
the Heffner GT is remarkably docile on the 
street. A set of Eibach springs and Penske 
adjustable shocks raise the roll stiffness, 
but the ride quality is civilized nonethe-
less, the clutch is agreeable, and drivabil-
ity is of the everyday variety. Owner Ray 
Hoffman, a Texan who had barely taken 
delivery of the finished car by test time, 
called it “a sweetheart.” We have no argu-
ment with that label. 

So what does this sweetheart cost? 
Heffner’s tweaks added a little more than 
$50,000 to the price of Hoffman’s GT, most 
of that—$40,000—going where it’s easiest 
to appreciate: the engine.  —TS 

front. The last spare rotor was installed, and 
the driver was informed that run No. 3 would 
likely be his last. 

It was a terrific run. The Lingenfelter 
sizzled though the quarter in 11.3 seconds at 
147 and by 200 mph had caught the Heffner 
GT, reaching that mark in 18.9 seconds. 
The Vette lost some time in the transition 
to the brakes and stopped the clock at 27.0 
seconds, a half-second longer than the GT’s 
performance. That would have been good for 
second place, but the other cars might also 
have run quicker on the cooler day. 

Just as the crew was mulling over a fourth 
and final run, we heard our least-favorite 
sound: Boing! Another rotor bit the dust. 
Curiously, these cracking rotors were the 
only brake problems encountered on any of 
the cars, and the Lingenfelter Corvette did 
make a run on the first day with no problem. 
Nicholas Cheek, an R&D engineer at Baer, 
later explained that they’ve done 200-mph 
stops dozens of times with no failures and are 
looking into what caused the cracking rotors. 
The LPE crew simply shrugged and loaded 
their science project onto the trailer. —LW

‘SCIENCE PROJECT’ GETS A SECOND RUN
We drove the Lingenfelter Corvette 
185 miles from Ann Arbor to Oscoda to 

burn off the fuel the car arrived with to make 
sure it was running on pump gas. On that 
late-fall day, the 50-degree temperature was 
about 15 degrees cooler than on our initial 
test day four weeks earlier. 

The first run was uneventful. Then, as the 

car sat in the pits immediately after and we 
were downloading the data, we heard a loud 
boing! The crew inspected the car and found 
a severely cracked right-front brake rotor. A 
used spare set of front rotors was installed, 
and the car made another run. 

“Boing!” we heard again back in the pits. 
Another rotor cracked, this time the left 

HEFFNER PERFORMANCE
941-359-0900 
www.heffnersperformance.com

HENNESSEY PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING
713-466-3420
www.hennesseyperformance.com

THE TUNERS
LINGENFELTER PERFORMANCE ENGINEERING
260-724-2552
www.lingenfelter.com

SALEEN
949-597-4900 
www.saleen.com

0 TO 200 TO 0

78


