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IT WAS NO PICNIC
Severe brake use can scar the rotors 
like these from the Infiniti FX50S. 

GRAPHS: The Cayenne’s pedal force 
and travel barely changed while the 
SRX’s performance gradually fell 

went away in fewer than 10 stops, 
with huge spikes in distance, pedal 
travel, and pedal force.

LUXURY SUVS
The amount of heat that brakes must 

dissipate is directly related to a vehicle’s 
weight, thus the brakes fitted to these 
heavyweight steeds face a tough mission. 
The FX50S was the lightest at 4643 pounds, 
the SRX came next at 4762 pounds, and the 
Cayenne S was the heavyweight, posting a 
brake-killing 5476 pounds.

The Porsche’s brakes, however, 
shrugged off the 2.75 tons with little effect. 
After 25 stops, we simply gave up because 
the pedal feel changed little (it grew just an 
inch), and the last stop, at 356 feet, was only 
20 feet longer than the first. Clearly, the 90 
seconds of cool-off time between runs was 
enough to keep the Cayenne’s brakes from 
overheating.

The SRX acquitted itself fairly well, con-
sidering it’s not as performance oriented 
as the two other SUVs. Although the dis-
tances for the first nine panic stops were 
reasonable, ranging between 367 and 430 
feet, things went downhill from there. 
After the 15th panic stop, the distance in-
creased to 485 feet and the pedal lost its 
firmness, so we parked the vehicle.

The FX50S fared even worse. Not only 
did its brakes give up much sooner than 
those of the two other SUVs, they did so 
with little warning. Things were fine af-
ter the first six panic stops, with distances 

TOUGH BRAKE TECH STUFF

111

LUXURY SUVs: MODERATE, 0.50-g STOP

LUXURY SUVs: 100-TO-0-MPH PANIC STOP


