


CAR and DRIVER ROAD TEST 

Yipes! Stripes! 
Let Hertz Put You 
In the GT 350's Seat 

Cigarette butts in the ashtray of a 
rented car? Not when we rent

ed a Shelby Mustang GT 350H from 
Hertz. No sir we found cigarette 
butts in the rear brake scoop. What 
other rent-a- car outfit can make 
that claim? One of the technical boys 
at Shelby once hinted that those 
distinctive scoops on the flanks of 
the Cobra-ized Mustang are more 
decorative than functional, that the 
rear brakes don't need any more 
fresh air, except when racing. Ap
parently, nobody realized that 
Shelby's ingenious crew had created . 
the world's first external cigarette 
receptacle. 

Seriously, the alliance between 
Shelby and Hertz has eliminated the 
necessity of owning a sports car. 
Now the enthusiast can have his 
cake and eat it too. Rates vary ac
cording to locale: in the New York 
area it was a moderate $17 per day 
(or $70 per week) and 17 cents per 
mile. Hertz wouldn't rent us one 
when there was snow on the ground; 
said they didn't have snow tires for 
it. (New York has a law that says 
you get towed off the roads in a 
"snow emergency" if you don't have 
approved snow tires.) 

Renting a Shelby Mustang is 
bound to be more ego- gratifying 
than a no-go small-bore import or a 
big, blowsy "sport- type" American 
sedan. The GT 350 is a real guts 
sports car, with hair on its chest all 
the way down to its navel. · Shelby 
has contracted to supply Hertz with 
one thousand GT 350s, designated 
the GT 350H ( "H" for Hertz). Most 
of these special GT 350s will have 
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the new high- performance auto
matic transmission, although a lim
ited number will be available with 
4-speed manual transmissions for 
the do-or-die pur'ists. Said puristi 
will have to join the Hertz Sports Car 
Club, the qualification for member
ship being a demonstration of your 
ability to operate a manual gearbox. 
Hertz then gives you a little card, so 
the next time you want to rent a 
stick shift Shelby Mustang, you just 
flash your smile and your HSSC 
card. 

There isn't any significant differ'
ence between the GT 35 0 you can 
buy and the Hertz version. The 
standard GT 350H color scheme is 
black with two broad gold stripes
a sensational, crowd- stopping com
bination. Other · color schemes are 
available, including the regular GT 
350's white with two broad blue 
stripes. A trio of narrower stripes 
along the rocker panel are inter
rupted by a "G. T. 350H" nameplate 
behind each front wheel. All the 
Hertz cars have the "occasional" 
rear seats and "mag-type" wheels 
that are options on the GT 350. Inci 
dentally, the "H" might well stand 
for "Homologated" if Shelby ·' or, 
for that matter, Hertz wanted to 
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race the car as a Group 2 sedan; the 
1000 examples Shelby will produce 
for Hertz fulfill the FIA's minimum 
production requirement. 

Nor is there any significant dif
ference between this year's Shelby 
Mustang and last year's, although 
there is a whale of a difference be
tween Ford's stock $3500 Mustang 
and Shelby's version. Standard 
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high-performance, 271 -horsepower 
Mustangs are delivered to the 
Shelby American factory near Los 
An geles In tern a tiona! Airport, 
where they are rebuilt to GT 350 
specifications. Wide- base wheels 
and 130-mph 7.75 x 15 Goodyear 
Blue Streaks are fitted, as are trail
ing arms at the rear, a one- inch 
anti- sway bar at the front, and Ko
nis all around. The front suspension 
geometry is altered, the steering 
speeded up, and a chassis brace is 
installed across the engine compart
ment between the upper shock 
mounts. The front brakes are 11-inch 
Kelsey-Hayes discs with heavy- duty 
pads; the rear brakes are 10 x 3-inch 
drums (3/4- inch wider than stock) 
with sintered metallic linings. 
Finned, cast aluminum rocker cover·s 
and sump are bolted on, as is a high
riser intake manifold and a big 4-
barrel carb with 1.7- inch venturis 
and center- pivot floats so it won't 
cut out in turns. This, along with 
fabricated steel headers and low
restriction mufflers, boosts the horse
power figure by 35, to 306 @ 6000 
(vs. stock 271 @ 6000), and the 
torque from 312 lbs- ft. ~ 3400 to 329 

· lbs-ft. @ 4200. Final touches include 
the rear brake scoops, a new hood 

. 
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with a b ig air scoop and NASCAR
sty le hood pins, plexiglass rear 
quarter windows in place of the 
regular Mustang fastback's vent 
panels, a cleaned-up grille with the 
Mustang emblem offset to the driv
er's side, and the stripes. There are 
about a million options for racing 
the GT 350 in the SCCA's B P ro
du·ction category, many of which 
were proved in comp etition by the 
Cobra 289 and Ford's racing GT 40, 
both of which also use the basic 
Fair lane V - 8. Last year, in their 
first season of racing, the GT 350s 
won several Nation al Champion
ships, including the final play- off at 
Daytona. 

Last year, one staffer character
ized one of the first GT 35 0s as a 
"brand- new clapped- out race car" 
and likened it to a Wor ld War II 
fighter plane. For '66 the car has 
been considerably refined, though it's 
still a tough, for-men- only machine, 
requiring strong arms to twist the 
steering wheel, strong legs to push 
the pedals, and strong kidneys to 
survive the ride. The exhaust pipes, 
which used to end just ahead of the 
rear w h eels (stock- car style, and 
right under your ear) have been 
lengthened and rerouted to terminate 
aft of the rear axle. This change has 
made the noise level m ore bearable, 
and alm ost solved the problem we 
mentioned last year of exhaust 
fumes seeping into the cockpit. The 

PHOTOGRAPHY: ALFRED li'I~li1<;H. 

ride seems more supple, though still 
what the British call "gratifyingly 
stiff," and the noisy, ratcheting
type, limited-slip racing differential 
is gone (thank heavens; it used to 
scuff the inside rear wheel around a 
turn and then unlock with a crack 
like a breaking suspension member) . 
A regular, street-type limited- slip 
is optional, but none are fitted to the 
Hertz cars that we know of. 

Visually, a '66 is distinguished 
from the '65 by the r ear quarter win
dows and the brake scoops, which 
weren't on last year's model. The 
hood and its scoop look the same as 
before, but last year it was molded 
fiberglass, this year stamped steel. 
Inside, the change is more pro
noun ced. The '65 GT 350s had stan
dard Mustang instrumentation plus 
a pod atop the dash housing a tach 
and oil pressure gauge. The steering 
wheel had a wood rim and consid
erably less "dish" than the standard 
wheels, and the horn was operated 
by a spring-return toggle switch on 
the fascia. This year, the p seudo
woodrim with phony rivets, and the 
5-dial instrument panel of Ford's 
Mustang "GT" have been adopted. 
The "GT" instrumentation includes 
an oil pressure gauge, so the tach 
now sits alone on top of the dash. 
The automatic transmission is a new 
feature, as are the optional rear . 

(Continued on page 114 
Specifications Overleaf) 
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SHELBY MUSTANG GT 350H 
Manufacturer: Shelby Amer ican, Inc. 

6501 W. Imperial H ighway 
Los Angeles, Ca I if. 

Price as Tested: $17 / day or $70/ week, plus 
17¢/mile 

ACCELERATION 
Zero To Seconds 
30mph .. ......... . .. .. .. . ........... . ... 2.1 
40 mph . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3. 1 
50 mph .. . ... .. .. . . .. . ......... . ......... 4.9 
60 mph .. .. . ....... ................... ... 6.6 
70 m p h ... ........... ............ . .. ..... 8.9 
80 mph ...................... . .. ........ . 10.8 
90 mph ... ....... ......... . ....... ....... 14.2 

100 mph ............. . ..... . ..... . ........ l7.9 
Standing 1,4 mile . ... . .......... 93 mph in 15.2 
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ENGINE 

W~ter-cooled V-8 , cast iron block, 5 main bear-
Ings 

Bore x stroke .. 4.00 x 2.87 in, 101.6 x 7 2 .9 mm 
Displacement .............. 289 cu. in, 472 7 cc 
Compression ratio ..... . .... . ...... 10.5 to one 
Carburetion . ... Single 4-barrel, 1.7-in venturis 
Valve gear . Pushrod-operated ohv, solid lifters 
Power (SA E) ............. 306 bh p @ 6000 rpm 
Torque . ............... . 329 lbs-ft @ 4 2 00 rpm 
Specific power output ..... 1.05 bhp per cu. in, 

64.4 bh p per I iter 
Usable range of eng ine speeds. 800- 6000 rpm 
Elect rical system .. 12-volt, 55 amp-hr battery, 
Fuel re< ommended ............ Super premium 
Mileage . ...... .............. ......... 6- 12 mpg 
Range on 16-gallon tank ... . .. . .. 96- 192 miles 

DRIVE TRAIN 

Transmission .. 3- speed automatic with torque 
converter 

mph/1000 Max 
Gear Rat io Overal l rpm mph 
Rev 2 .80 10.2 9 -7.0 - 4 2 
1st 2 .46 9 .57 7.9 47 
2 nd 1.46 5 .68 13.4 80 
3 rd 1.00 3 .89 19. 5 117 
Final drive ratio .. .......... . . . .. . .. 3 .89 to one 

CHASSIS 

Platform steel frame, semi -integral steel body 
Wheelbase ... .................. ... . ... 108.0 in 
Track .... ........ . ....... ... F: 57.0 , R : 57.0 in 
Length ... ............. .. . . .. ... ....... 181.6 in 
Width ........... . ................ ... ... 68. 2 in 
Height ..... .. . .. . .. . ..... . ... .. ......... 5 1.2 in 
Ground Clearance . . . ........... . .... . ... 5 .3 in 
Curb Weight ............ .... . .. ....... 2 884 I bs 
Test Weight .... .................. . .... 3 15 8 I bs 
Weight distribution front/rear .. ....... 52/48% 
Pounds per bhp (test weight) ..... . .... . .. 10.9 
Suspension F: Ind ., upper wishbone, lower 

control arm and drag strut, coil 
springs, anti-sway bar 

R: Rigid axle, semi-elliptic leaf 
spring s, trailing arms 

Brakes, F: 11.3-in Kelsey-Hayes discs, R: 10 x 
3-in drums, 4 0 8 sq in swept area 

Steering ........... . ......... Recirculating ball 
Turns, lock to lock .... . ...... ...... .. . ...... 4.0 
T u r n i n g c i r c I e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4. 0 ft 
Tires and wheels .... . ..... 7.75 x 15 Goodyear 

Blue Streaks on 6JK rims 

I 
CHECK LIST 

ENGINE 
Starting ....... . ..... .. ..... ... Very Good 
Response .. . .. . ... . .. . .... ..... Exce lie nt 
Noise ....... .. .. . . ..... . ... . . . .. . .... Fair 
Vibration . . ......... . . .. ... . . . . Very Good 

DRIVE TRAIN 
Clutch action ... ..... .................. -
Tra nsm iss ion I in kage ....... . . . ... . Good 
Synchromesh action ... ....... . ....... . -
Power-to-ground 

tra nsm issio n .. . ............ . Very Good 

BRAKES 
Response . ........ . ....... . ... Very Good 
Pedal pressure ..................... Poor 
Fade resistance ... .... ..... . . . Very Good 
Smooth ness ........ . .. .......... . . Good 
Directional stability . .. .. . .......... Good 

STEERING 
Response ......... . ........ ... ..... Good 
Ace u racy .. . .. .. . . ......... . . . ... . .. Good 
Feedback ..................... . .... Good 
Road fee I ....... . .............. . ... Good 

SUSPENSION 
Harshness control ..... .......... . . .. Fair 
Ro II stiffness .... . ....... ..... Very Good 
Tracking ...... . ..... . .......... Exce I lent 
Pitch control .... . . ....... ..... Very Good 
Shock damping ... .. ... .... ... Very Good 

CONTROLS 
Location .. . ..... . .. . . . . . ........... Good 
Relationship ....... . . . . ....... . .... Good 
Sma II centro Is ..... . .......... . .... Good 

INTERIOR 
Visibility . . . . . . . . ...... ... ... .. ... .. Good 
Instrumentation .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . . ... Good 
Lighting ... ... ....... . . .. . .......... Good 
Entry /exit . . . . . . .. . .. . ....... ... ... . Good 
Front seating comfort ......... Very Good 
Front seating room .... ... .... Very Good 
Rear seating comfort ... . ... . . .. ..... Fair 
Rear seating room ............. . .... Poor 
Storage space . .. .. .. . ...... .. Very Good 
Wind noise .... .. .. ...... . .. . .. . . . . .. Fair 
Road noise .... . .. .. .. . ....... .. . . . .. Fair 

WEATHER PROTECTION 
Heater ...................... . .. Excel lent 
Defroster .... . .......... . ... . .. Excellent 
Ventilation . . ........ . ...... ... . ... . Good 
Weather sea I i ng ..... . .. .. ... .. . ... Good 
Windshield wiper action . . ... . Very Good 

QUALITY CONTROL 
Materials, exterior ... .. . ..... . Very Good 
Materia Is, interior ... .. . ..... . . ... ... Fair 
Exterior finish ... . . .. ....... .. Very Good 
Interior fin ish .......... ..... ... . .. .. Fair 
Hardware and trim . .. ....... . .. . .. . . Fair 

GENERAL 
Service accessib i lity ... . .... .. Very Good 
Luggage space . ... . . ..... . .. .. . . .... Fair 
Bumper protection ..... .. ........... Fair 
Exter ior lighting ............. . Very Good 
Resistance to crosswinds ..... Very Good 

CAR a.nd DRIVER 



Painful 
hemorrhoi ? 

• 
All too often, humans who sit and stand pay 
the price of vertical posture. Sitting and 
standing combine with the force of gravity to 
produce extra pressure on veins and tissues 
in and around the rectal area. The result may 
be painful, itching or burning hemorrhoids. 

The first thought of hemorrhoid sufferers 
is to relieve their pain and discomfort. How
ever, of the products most often used for 
hemorrhoids, some contain no pain-killing 
agent at all .. . others have one too weak to 
provide necessary relief ... and still others 
provide only lubrication. 

Now at last there is a formulation which 
concentrates on pain. It actually has over 8 
times more pain-killing power than the top
ical anesthetic most commonly used in hem
orrhoid remedies. 8 times the power to ease 
the itching, pain, and burning of hemorrhoids. 

The name of this product is Nupercainal. 
Nupercainal starts to work on contact. Pro
vides prolonged relief from pain. Soothes 
and lubricates. 

When you suspect you have hemorrhoids, 
check with your doctor. If hemorrhoids are 
the cause of your discomfort, chances are 
he'll recommend Nupercainal. 

Nupercainal is available without prescrip
tion at professional pharmacies everywhere. 
Ask for ointment or new suppositories with 
free pocket-pack. (Say New-per-cane-all.) 

uparcainal® 
over 8 times more pain-killing power 

BEAUTIFUL Swiss Embro idered 

JACKET EMBLEMS (Nice For 
Driving Uniforms, Sweaters, 
Tonneau Covers , Too). 
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Aston Ma rt i n 
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Triu mph 
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SHELBY MUSTANG (ContinuedfTompage 70) 

seats. A carry-over feature is the 
use of USAF-style, three-inch-wide 
seat belts with- metal-to-metal 
buckles and quick release mecha
nisms, just like the racing cars. 

The changes for '66 have made 
the GT 350 more civilized, and we 
still think it's a great sports car in 
the classic tradition, but there are 
some aspects of Shelby's metamor
phosis that we criticize. Prime 
among them is the car's interior 
appearance which, after all, is 
what the driver spends most of his 
time looking at. It looks too much 
like any run-of-the- mill Mustang 
that half-a-million average Ameri
cans are using for utility transpor
tation. 

W e also found fault with the rear 
seats and quarter windows. Con
struction of both was rough-and
ready, and in poor condition after 
only 5000 miles. The upholstery was 
beginning to tear, the trim was 
starting to come loose, and rain 
leaked around the plexiglass win
dow. The rear seats are none too 
comfortable, but, surprisingly, better 
than the last notchback Mustang we 
drove. But it's sports car, not a 
bloody bus, and besides, few of our 
complaints would bother the man 
who only rented the car. 

The staff was most impressed 
with the looks of the GT 350H. It 
makes any stock Mustang look sick, 
particularly with those oversize 
tires and stylized wheels. We were 
also favorably impressed with the 
overall performance and general 
roadability of the car. The engine is 
lively and responsive, and does a 
much better job of getting its power 
to the ground than any of the six 
"Super Cars" we tested in the 
March issue. 

The automatic transmission felt a 
bit like the one used in the Ford Fair
lane GT I A of our "Super Car" test, 
but better on part-throttle accelera
tion. Shelby American modifies this 
transmission to shift at 5500 rpm at 
full throttle, although the driver can 
hold it in each of the three gears with 
the shifter. Our shifts were made at 
6000 rpm, and the acceleration times 
compare favorably with those for 
the 4-speed. Starting without wheel
spin, the automatic actually has an 
edge on the 4-speed up to about 45 
mph. Wheelspin can be induced by 
"pumping up" the converter' (using 
brake and throttle simultaneously), 
but even then the tires have the situ
ation well in hand there's no fish
tailing or useless clouds of smoke. 
Shifts are crisp and clean, probably 
faster than anybody but a drag racer 
could achieve with a manual. Fuel 

economy doesn't seem to suffer 
much, and it loses only two miles an 
hour of top speed. Flat-out, the car 
has · a high, hammering note. At 
highway speeds, the changing pitch 
of the automatic shift jangled some 
people's nerves. The idle is lumpy, 
but in a way that promises good 
things to come. 

Good things do come for the driv
er of a GT 350. Its cornering ability 
is a lovely mixture of the beast get
ting the better of you and you keep
ing h old of the tiger's tail. The taut 
suspension, well-controlled geome
try, and big tir·es suffice to keep it on 
the road a t insane speeds, and when 
it starts to slide, you can wrestle the 
slide in the direction of your choice. 
Its steering characteristic is pretty 
neutral, tending toward understeer. 
Driven too deep and too fast into a 
corner, the car can be "saved" by 
backing off (which scrubs off 
speed) , by giving it part throttle 
(which squats the tail down for a 
better bite ), or by full throttle 
(which gets the tail out and tightens 
up the turning radius). If steering 
with your right foot gets boring, you 
can always give the steering wheel a 
wrench to make the front end 
perform appropriate maneuvers. 
Needless to say, the GT 350 is more 
fun to drive than anything since the 
Mini-Cooper S. Maybe more fun 
than the Mini; at least when you 
floor the Mustang, it moves. 

The level of creature comfort on 
long trips is amazingly high. There 
is a screw adjustment for the seat 
back rake angle which we unbolted 
to let the seat flop as far backward 
as it would go. Head-, foot - , and 
hip-room are good, but the door is a 
little close to the shoulder. The 
trunk space would be pitifully in ad
equate, except that the rear seats 
fold down to provide a huge lug
gage platform. Even with the seat 
up, there' s a shelf under the rear 
window, like the VW's. Vision all 
around is excellent, as is the heater 
(it was one of the few cars in recent 
memory that could warm up its oc
_cupants on a sub-zero morning 
within five minutes of starting), 
but there was one thing we worried 
about constantly: the NASCAR style 
hood pins. The normal latching 
mechanism is removed, so the p ins 
are the only thing holding the lid 
down. When some little brat steals 
the p ins as souvenirs, you have to 
start looking for a 3/8-inch twig. 
Moral : When driving a GT 350 
through treeless country, run over 
any kid who even looks at your au
tomobile with envy. And for sure, 
they all will. C/D 
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