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difficult to discern one tone from another
in any of the optional settings, so we left
the voice on. An LED screen also identi-
fies the signal and its strength but is so
small and narrow that the characters dis-
played on it can barely be read. They were
hard to make out in full daylight, too; even
with its brightness turned all the way up,
the display was too dim to get a clear
reading quickly.

When the Whistler detects a VG-2 in
its midst, it goes into a cloaking mode by
turning itself off—adios radar warning. It
then checks for the presence of VG-2 every
30 seconds, and once it finds it’s gone, it
turns itself back on. The 1780 can record
up to 90 seconds of memos. For the sleepy-
headed, there’s an optional Stay-Alert fea-
ture that will beep at the driver every 20 to
30 seconds, and if the user fails to respond
by pushing a button within five seconds,
the LED flashes “Get rest.”

We bought our Whistler via the Internet
for a discounted $209. That’s still a major-
league price, and the 1780 needs to
improve its radar and lidar sensitivities to
be a serious player. 

Uniden LRD 987
Overall Score: 34

In every comparison test we do,
someone has to finish last. In this case, it
happens to be the Uniden LRD 987 but by
only the slimmest of margins. The Uniden

was the smallest and least obtrusive
detector in our test, but unfortunately, it
was also short on performance.

In highway-mode tests, its X-band sen-
sitivity averaged a little more than 2000
feet. Its K-band and Ka-Band sensitivities
were a little worse at about 1500 and 1600
feet. These distances are barely adequate
if the cops are using instant-on radar,
which greatly diminishes the 987’s
chances of picking up pulses aimed at cars
farther down the road. The 987 falsed 10

times on the urban loop in highway mode.
Its poor sensitivity rather than its falsing
contributed most of all to its low selectivity
rating.

Lidar sensitivity was another weak
area. From the front, it detected 8.3 feet of
beam width but only 4.0 feet of beam
width from the rear at 1000 feet. The
Uniden also had the narrowest angle field
of view both forward and rearward. This
might make it less apt to pick up the scatter
of laser beams from cars up ahead that are
being clocked. 

The 987 comes with one city mode.
Engaging it reduced the number of falses
on our loop to just two, the best in this test.
The city mode works by flashing a visual
warning on the LED screen when it first
senses a radar signal, and there’s no
audible warning until the signal strength
exceeds a preset limit. The problem is that
the city mode works the same way with all
three radar bands and only sounds a
warning 500 to 800 feet from the radar
gun. That’s way too close for comfort.

A digital voice sounds the initial alert,
and then beeping tones take over, moni-
toring its strength. The LED screen dis-
plays the type of signal being detected, and
a bar graph shows its strength. There are
three buttons on the top of the 987: The
audio button turns off the LED screen or
can adjust its dimness, the auto button acti-
vates an auto-mute mode, and the city
button switches that option on or off.

Bright reflections on a sunny day made
the curved-plastic face plate on the 987 dif-
ficult to view. We had trouble with the suc-
tion-cup windshield mount, which had to
be adjusted by bending it, and the button
on the detector for releasing it from the
mount was stiff and hard to use. It broke
after only a couple months on the job.

With a suggested retail price of $150
(we found ours on the Internet for $120),
this is hardly a high-end detector. Testing
confirms that conclusion.                         

radar lidar ergonomics radar city sound
sensitivity sensitivity and features selectivity mode level TOTAL

maximum points
possible 50 10 15 15 5 5 100

BEL 980 28 7 10 8 3 5 61

COBRA XR-1050 19 9 7 5 2 1 43

ESCORT 31 10 12 10 5 5 73
PASSPORT 8500

UNIDEN LRD 987 10 7 7 3 5 2 34

VALENTINE ONE 50 10 13 15 4 5 97

WHISTLER 1780 12 6 8 3 3 3 35O
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Beltronics
2422 Dunwin Drive 
Mississauga, Ontario L5L 1J9 
800–341–2288
www.beltronics.com

Cobra Electronics
Corporation
6500 West Cortland Street
Chicago, Illinois 60707
773–889–3087
www.cobraelectronics.com

Escort
5440 West Chester Road
West Chester, Ohio 45069
800–433–3487
www.escortradar.com

Uniden America Corporation
4700 Amon Carter Boulevard
Ft. Worth, Texas 76155
800–297–1023
www.uniden.com

Valentine Research
10280 Alliance Road
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
800–331–3030
www.valentine1.com

The Whistler Group
13016 North Walton
Boulevard
Bentonville, Arkansas 72712
800–531–0004
www.whistlergroup.com
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