
tending toward the featureless. You have
the sense of a big room with a lofty ceiling.
It has all become very familiar over the
years since 1994. We have the sense of an
old friend who hasn’t learned anything in
too long.

Fifth Place
Mercedes-Benz C240

Here’s a new friend whose greatest mis-
take was poor preparation for the meeting.
We’ll shoulder a share of the blame. We
were unable to find a C240 with the
optional Sport package, which includes
stiffer springs, high-control shocks, and
lower-profile 225/50R-16 tires (205/55R-
16s are standard) to improve handling, plus

numerous appearance details. So we
invited a six-speed (not available with the
3.2-liter V-6) C240 with a typical array of
luxo options. After all, DaimlerChrysler
keeps saying that “sport” was baked into
this new model from day one.

Well, not that we could notice. The
demeanor is mild and luxurious, just right
for painless transit: good isolation of road
noise, very little ride harshness, even less
wind roar. But where’s the muscle
toning? The body rises and falls on the
suspension, long excursions up and down,
all the time up and down. Steering inputs
are followed by quick, tippy roll angles.
The moves are way too nautical for a
sports sedan.
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Mercedes-
Benz C240
Highs: Plush leather interior, low
wind noise, aero-slipper styling.

Lows: Abrupt clutch, uncooperative
brakes, flabby chassis muscles, tach
cowers in shadowy corner of the
cluster.

The Verdict: A compact luxury sedan
in compact-luxury-sedan clothes.

Timed exposure of fancy console cup
holder. Once it’s open, it’s functional.

with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

AUDI 2 3 1 1
A4 2.8 QUATTRO

BMW 3 3 1 1
325i

LEXUS 3 3 1 1
IS300

MERCEDES-BENZ 4 4 1 1
C240

SAAB 4 4 1 2
9-3 SE

VOLVO 4 3 1 1
S60 T5

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by 3 editors 
on a 1-to-5 scale (5 being best).
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