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JEEP $23,305/ SOHC 12-valve V-6, 226 cu in 210 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 104.3 174.4 71.6 73.2 4304 53.3/46.7
LIBERTY $28,785 (3709cc), iron block and aluminum 235 lb-ft @ 4800 rpm
LIMITED EDITION heads, DaimlerChrysler JTEC engine- 20.5 lb/bhp

control system with port fuel injection/
4-speed automatic with lockup converter

LAND ROVER $32,220/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 152 cu in 174 bhp @ 6250 rpm/ 101.0 175.0 71.1 69.2 3681 57.6/42.4
FREELANDER $32,220 (2497cc), aluminum block and heads, 177 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm
HSE Siemens MS43 engine-control system 21.2 lb/bhp

with port fuel injection/
5-speed automatic with lockup converter

*Beer cases are loaded to a height not more than six inches above the side-window beltline.
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acceleration, seconds
0–30 0–60 0–100 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

JEEP LIBERTY 3.4 10.0 35.6 17.5 @ 10.6 5.5 6.7 114 209
LIMITED EDITION )denrevog(hpm 18

LAND ROVER 3.4 10.2 40.3 17.8 @ 10.8 4.8 7.5 109 189
FREELANDER HSE )denrevog(hpm 97
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ited’s electroplated plastic shim-
mered elegantly and the trim
materials were praised as being of
high quality and pleasing to the
touch. The huge elliptical door
handles were one detail winning
particular praise.

The Liberty’s off-road ability
comes at the price of comfort,
however. Every rock outcrop-
ping, slickrock shelf, and vee-
shaped wash in the trail pum-
meled the truck like a small
Semtex charge. On the highway
the Jeep bounced and shuddered
noticeably more than the Free-
lander with the kind of stiff-
legged gambol one equates with
an empty pickup.

All the ferrous metal,
including the cast-iron engine
block, contributes mass that
impedes the 4304-pound Lib-
erty’s performance. From 70 mph, the Lib-
erty rolled 209 feet under full braking, 20
more than the Freelander. And with the big
3.7-liter SOHC 12-valve V-6 burning max-
imum gas, this Liberty needed 10.0 sec-
onds to register 60 mph, just 0.2 second
better than the 174-hp—and 623 pounds
lighter—Freelander. Our first test of a Lib-
erty Limited (C/D, August 2001) saw 60
mph flash by in 8.8 seconds, and the dis-
crepancy is explainable only with a guess,
such as this later-production example per-

haps suffered from a tighter engine.
Passing with the Jeep requires forward

thinking as the 45RFE four-speed auto
pauses for deep breaths before down-
shifting. The power-to-weight ratio does
favor the Liberty over the Freelander, but
we’re still disappointed that Daimler-
Chrysler let the new Jeep’s weight bal-
loon up. The extra pounds don’t pay a div-
idend anywhere except in off-road
athleticism most drivers will never use.
Perhaps the Liberty’s designers believed

more owners would be like Steen and
make their own roads.

First Place
Land Rover 

Freelander HSE
“Looks kinda low,” opined Canyon-

lands ranger Alyssa Van Schmus as she
peered at the Land Rover with professional
skepticism. Behind her was the decidedly
not-low Dodge Ram four-by-four the gov-
ernment gives her for rescuing tourists and
towing out underachieving rental cars.

We had just hobbled down a rock-
strewn spur of the White Rim called the
Lathrop Trail to flush the granules from
between our toes in the latte-colored Col-
orado River. Van Schmus and helper Roy
Vaughan were there, hacking back the
tamarisk in 90-degree heat. It’s a leafy
shrub from Asia that arrived with settlers
at the turn of the past century. Today it lines
every inch of the river like overgrown

minimum
ground approach departure 

transfer case/ rear-diff clearance, angle, angle,
center-diff type type/ratio inches degrees degrees

JEEP part-time 2-speed limited slip/ 7.8 38.0 32.3
LIBERTY and full-time/ 3.73
LIMITED EDITION open with

manual lock

LAND ROVER full-time with open with 7.2 30.5 33.9
FREELANDER viscous coupling/ electronic
HSE none limited slip/

3.66
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