
seldom tempted to switch it off, even in the
lane-change test maneuver. In this violent
left-right-left test, PSM’s gentle interven-
tions allowed our tester to maintain
momentum through the course at 61.4
mph, just 0.6 mph off the Panoz’s pace and
2.2 mph faster than the giant, nose-heavy
Jag. Light, linear, absolutely frictionless
steering and top-of-the-heap grip (0.90 g)
also contributed to the 911’s superb per-
formance on the mountain and in the
moose test.

Another superlative side effect of the
Porsche’s rear weight bias is its uncanny
braking, which at 163 feet from 70 mph
bested even the XKR with its exotic
binders by six feet. And the numbers tell
only half the story. Dive injudiciously into
a blind corner hard on the brakes and dis-

cover halfway around that you need half
again as much whoa, and it’s there, with
pedal effort building linearly, reassuringly. 

Our one genuine gripe with this car
concerns the Tiptronic S transmission’s
“logic” (or lack thereof). For reasons that
cannot evidently be expressed in English,
the transmission computer feels the need
to upshift from first to second—even in
manual mode—at 6300 rpm, 900 revs
shy of the redline, and from second to
third at 6900. The other gears are allowed
to rev to 7200. A 911 with the same
engine bolted to a six-speed manual (as
God intended) can rev to 7200 in any
gear, so why the premature, forced
upshifts?! We carped loudly about the
same illogic on the Boxster’s Tiptronic S
and it was fixed, so here’s hoping this

rant will have a similar effect on the 911.
With this one big exception, the Tip-

tronic tranny seems to work reasonably
well, if you like that sort of thing. It holds
lower gears during turns and generally
manages to select the right gear for the
occasion in automatic mode. Still, we’d
much prefer the manual box, which costs
$3557 less and shaves a half-second off
our test car’s midpack 14.0-second
quarter-mile time. No six-speed 911
cabrios were available at test time, but we
gave credit to Porsche for offering the
option, unlike Jaguar.

As a convertible, the 911’s one-touch
top was the quickest and easiest to operate,
with its self-installing rigid boot cover, and
when raised, the top preserves the 911’s
classic profile.

By all objective measures, the 911 wins
this battle. It’s the logical, rational choice
and an absolute joy to drive. But the
margin of victory was only two points, so
with an Esperante Series II, the South may
rise again!                                              
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engine mission brakes handling ride comfort nomics amenities value styling motoring drive RATING*

JAGUAR 8 7 9 7 8 6 7 10 7 9 7 7 85
XKR

PANOZ 9 9 8 9 9 8 7 5 9 9 8 9 92
ESPERANTE

PORSCHE 9 7 9 10 8 9 8 8 9 9 9 9 94
911 CARRERA

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resu lting in the numbers shown above.
*The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes

other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.E
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Tradeoffs (below): There’s no fussy boot
to attach over the 911’s folded top, but to
package it required a plastic rear window.

1
Porsche 911

Carrera
Highs: As rigid as a cannonball, superb
cockpit fit, nimble chassis, fierce brakes.

Lows: Illogical Tiptronic S 
shift strategy, slightly choppy 

short-wheelbase ride.

The Verdict: A perfect blend 
of beauty, strength, grace, and agility 
makes this the queen of the cotillion.


