
turn the clear sky the color of oil smoke. 
Lucknow is a bustle of road construc-

tion, with crews installing concrete 
medians to divide the engorged lanes. 
Turnaround cuts are scarce, so drivers 
needing to cross often just steer straight 
into oncoming traffic, lights flashing and 
horns tweedle-deeing, until they can find 
an opening. Our Lucknow guide explains 
how Indians get licenses.

“You must be 18, and then you have a 
Form 16, which is a written exam. If you 
succeed, you have a learning license for 
three months, and then you go take a test 
in which you must drive a figure 8. But 
if the inspector is annoyed at you, he’ll 
make you drive an ‘11.’ ” He’s a big guy with 
comparably sized belly laughs and fingers 
that twinkle with gold rings. “Then there 
is the easy way. You know the green piece 
of paper with the Abraham Lincoln on it? 
You should have a pile of those.”

Below the minarets and tufted domes of 
the Great Imambara Nawab Asaf-ud-Duala 
mosque, begun in 1784 and now the baroque 
heart of Lucknow’s Muslim quarter, we’re 
cautioned to strictly obey the “Muslims 

only” signs on the gate. Not long ago, con-
gregants took to placing American flags 
on the steps for the worshippers to walk 
on. Religion, spirituality, and politics per-
vade the region, where the relentless, often 
murderous tug of war between Hinduism 
and Islam has recently celebrated its mil-
lennial anniversary. 

Finally we are plugged into the stiff and 
narrow leather buckets of the Ferraris, 

their 5748cc V-12s purring like Bengal 
tigers having their tails massaged. After 
mugging for a press gaggle of local report-
ers and TV crews, we ease out of the hotel’s 
cobblestone car park, through the guarded 
gates, and straight into freaking bedlam. 

Lucknow’s traffic flows like the Ganges. 
It surges into every nook, sloshes in dis-
organized whirlpools through the round-
abouts, and dams up into great fuming 
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