
is resolutely old tech. It has a ladder frame
with a strut front suspension and a solid
axle in back, located by five links. The 2.5-
liter V-6 is also relatively new. With 155
horsepower coupled to a four-speed auto-
matic, the ’Zuki will get out of its own
way, but acceleration is below the average
here, meaning that it mostly can’t get out
of the way of others. For even mild accel-

erations from road speed, the automatic
shifts down to third, usually abruptly.

The good news is that Suzuki has been
diligently refining the NVH, with notable
improvements apparent in the short time
since our 1999 long-term test car. This
machine is much smoother and less rau-
cous than that previous model, and it
doesn’t carom and careen from bump to

hump as much, either. Still, the chunky-
spunky exterior styling is a remarkably
lucid harbinger of the coltish demeanor
you should expect on the road.

Eighth Place
Chevrolet Tracker ZR-2

Our test Tracker’s paint was barely dry,
less than 400 miles were on the odo when
we hit the road—so young it hadn’t
learned to rattle yet. It made a solid first
impression, except for its interior mate-
rials; Chevy knows how to simulate the
fleet-car look with shades of industrial
gray and a full complement of blanked-off
switch holes scattered about the dash. We
soon learned that one of the absent
switches would provide an intermittent set-
ting for the rear wiper, very handy on a
snowy day if it weren’t missing.

acceleration, seconds

0–30 0–60 0–100 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

CHEVROLET 3.2 10.3 33.7 17.7 @ 10.4 5.0 7.2 103 205
TRACKER ZR-2 77 mph

FORD 3.0 8.5 24.2 16.3 @ 9.1 3.9 5.2 108 169
ESCAPE XLT )denrevog(hpm48

HONDA 3.5 10.3 34.7 17.7 @ 10.9 6.0 7.0 104 184
CR-V SE 78 mph

HYUNDAI 3.4 10.3 31.1 17.6 @ 10.4 5.7 7.0 109 180
SANTA FE V-6 79 mph

JEEP 2.7 8.4 30.3 16.5 @ 8.7 4.2 5.8 108 190
CHEROKEE SPORT 83 mph

KIA 4.0 12.5 — 19.1 @ 13.7 6.9 9.5 94 190
SPORTAGE LIMITED 72 mph

MAZDA 2.8 8.2 27.9 16.4 @ 8.3 3.6 5.6 108 175
TRIBUTE LX V-6 )denrevog(hpm48

NISSAN 3.1 10.5 — 17.9 @ 11.3 5.4 9.0 92 188
XTERRA XE V-6 )denrevog(hpm57

SUBARU 2.9 9.7 35.7 17.4 @ 10.1 5.1 7.3 107 171
FORESTER S )denrevog(hpm87

SUZUKI 3.2 10.2 33.8 17.7 @ 10.5 5.0 7.6 101 193
GRAND VITARA 76 mph
JLX LIMITED V-6

TOYOTA 3.4 10.2 39.2 17.7 @ 10.4 5.5 7.1 107 163
RAV4 77 mph

TEST AVERAGE 3.2 9.9 32.3 17.5 @ 10.3 5.1 7.1 104 183
78 mph

Note: The “Blizzard of 2000” turned every black lake within a day’s drive into a white lake, which precluded any objective handling measurements.
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Chevrolet
Tracker ZR-2

Highs: Apart from the dimple-cheeked styling
and the driver’s high viewpoint,
have you checked the price?

Lows: Taxi-cab materials inside, and relentless
skimping on the little details.

The Verdict: Like the ’Zuki, a great
costume for college-agers.
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50 CAR and DRIVER

We found four high easy to engage on
the fly. That setting is usually thought of
as an off-road mode, but a placard on the
console okayed its use “on slippery roads.”
For snow traction, both the Chevy and the
Suzuki performed well; they completed all
of the informal trials we asked of them. At
the same time, their personalities are quite
different from the others. They bounce
around over ruts. And on the freeway, the
steering has no preference for straight
ahead. You must keep reminding it.
Always you feel vibratory tingles coming
up through the pedals and in the steering
wheel, and the inside mirror goes fuzzy at
some speeds. These two feel like little
trucks.

And “little” isn’t just a feeling, either.
The Tracker, by a few inches, is the shortest
machine of the group. It weighs just 64
pounds more than the lightest, the RAV4.

In our cargo-space test—How many
beer cases fit?—the ’Zuki twins tied the
Honda and Kia for last place at 10 cases
each in the space behind the upright rear
seat. With the seat folded, which opened
the whole space back there for hauling, the
Tracker swallowed only 17 cases, barely
half as many as the voluminous Xterra

(32). The Tracker also pro-
vided the least floor area for
cargo, and it ties with the
Sportage for second to last
on the question “How long
a pipe can you carry
inside?”

The Tracker pairs
below-average acceleration

with weak braking, 205 feet to a standstill
from 70 mph, poorest of the pack. At a
time when trucks are approaching cars in
refinement, the Suzukis are still hanging
back.

Seventh Place
Nissan Xterra XE V-6

The Xterra struts its trucky hipness with
a cocksure pose that leaves all the others
in the stylistic ditch. You may be cruising
it to the 7-Eleven for a bag of nachos, but
man, you got an active lifestyle.

For sure, you’ve got a truck. This is an
old-style, part-time four-wheeler with
frame-and-body construction. It’s big for
the class. It’s heavy, too: 4191 pounds, the

interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg
full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 600-

idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

40 77 70 70 18 20 18

47 76 72 71 18 24 19

44 75 72 70 22 25 21

40 74 71 70 19 23 16

54 79 73 73 15 20 16

44 76 72 71 18 21 19

41 76 71 70 18 24 19

42 77 72 72 15 19 15

40 73 70 69 22 26 20

42 73 71 69 18 20 19

41 78 72 71 23 27 22

43 76 71 71 19 23 19

We regret the inconvenience.
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Nissan

Xterra XE V-6
Highs: Well, there’s the step-up to enter, for
one, the reach to the roof rack for another.

Lows: Lots of rattles and quivers, flabby seats,
and you’re sitting almost on the floor.

The Verdict: A veteran truck decked out in
brand-new extreme-sports duds.
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