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appeared in the final rounding. They’re
twins from the same assembly plant, and
they remain inseparable.

These are very capable machines. They
score high in every category, be it per-
formance or cargo space or people
capacity. The differences are hardly deeper
than appearances. That said, the Mazda
looks better, we think. The grille and the
headlights are more pleasing, and the
lower-body cladding—it’s wider than the
Ford’s treatment—contrasts nicely with
the softly sculpted body. Inside, both had
cloth-covered seats—the Mazda with a
harder, shinier weave—but we had no pref-

erence between them.
The Tribute’s black
steering wheel seemed
odd in an otherwise tan
interior.

Conceptually, these
two fit Detroit’s SUV
pattern. They’re tall, and you sit up high
in a trucklike driving position. This new
unit body has no tunnel, however, which
allows the passengers more footroom, in
the style of a minivan.

At the same time, Ford didn’t throw
its full enthusiasm behind the go-any-
where expectations folks have for trucks

and SUVs, either. When the snow got
deep, the twins were the first to quit. The
Firestone Wilderness HT 235/70TR-16
tires have the close tread blocks you
expect of road-and-rain tires. Through the
soft snow they have great resistance. “I’m
pushing a bow wake,” wrote one tester,
describing the feel of the snow holding
him back.

Performance on dry roads is impres-
sive. The Tribute was quickest of all to 60
mph, in 8.2 seconds, while the Escape
reached the end of the quarter-mile 0.1
second quicker. Notice the high trap
speeds of both—84 mph, which is a very
good indication of general swiftness in
traffic and for passing. Except for the Jeep,
the others all lagged back in the 72-to-78-
mph range. The Tribute/Escape twins are
quick on their feet.

with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

CHEVROLET 3 2 2 1
TRACKER ZR-2

FORD 5 5 5 5
ESCAPE XLT

HONDA 4 5 3 4
CR-V SE

HYUNDAI 3 5 3 4
SANTA FE V-6

JEEP
CHEROKEE 1 1 1 2
SPORT

KIA
SPORTAGE 3 2 2 2
LIMITED

MAZDA 5 5 5 5
TRIBUTE LX V-6

NISSAN 2 4 2 4
XTERRA XE V-6

SUBARU 3 2 1 2
FORESTER S

SUZUKI
GRAND VITARA 2 1 2 1
JLX LIMITED V-6 

TOYOTA 5 4 3 3
RAV4

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by three editors 
on a 1-to-5 scale (5 being best).
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Mazda
Tribute LX V-6 

Highs: A sharp looker, genuine SUV view 
of the road ahead, best-of-class space for 

passengers, quick performance.

Lows: Depressing sounds from the machinery,
distressingly poor snow traction. 

The Verdict: Good at everything but 
bonding with its driver. 

1(tie)

The Mazda Tribute/Ford Escape stomped the competition in 
rear-seat accommodations with highest marks in all categories.

MARCH 2001


