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T
he Apple Valley Shrine Club mo-
tor patrol brought seven midget 
pickups to Willow Springs. Six 
had stickers portraying the 1978–

79 Dodge Little Red Express truck, and one 
was restickered to look like an ’83 Chevy 
pickup. “José Martinez Jr. had to have a 
Chevy,” explained Apple Valley Shriner 
Darrell Bunker. “You know, to reflect his 
heritage.” The club originally bought 10 of 
the trucks from now-defunct F.W. & Associ-
ates back in 1980 and six more a few years 
later. There are now 10 left in the club.

After 28 years, the Apple Valley pick-
ups are a bit beat but intact. They have 

APPLE VALLEY SHRINE CLUB
LITTLE RED TRUCK

THE VERDICT
Fun on two wheels.

THE HIGHS
Relatively quick and fast, handles well, 
relatives think it’s cute.

THE LOWS
Center of gravity at your fez’s tassel, 
the bodywork digs into your body.

ty’s trucklet orbited the 36-foot circle at 
1.16 g while lifting its inside wheels. Smitty 
seemed to enjoy driving on two wheels (see 
below), and soon various truck Shriners 
were out doing it as if they were wearing 
Snell-rated fezzes.

Built lower to the ground and wear-
ing wide Cheng Shin pneumatic tires, the 
Apple Valley handled well, but the braking 
was atrocious, and driving the truck meant 
sitting on hard plastic and squeezing one’s 
shoulders between the fiberglass body’s 
sharp B-pillars.

But at Car and Driver, speed counts. 
Even in Shriner cars. ● steel-tube frames with solid-mounted ax-

les front and rear, and they rely on steel 
bands pressing against their rear tires for 
braking. In about 1995, the original 3-hp 
Briggs & Stratton engines were swapped 
in favor of Honda 5.5-hp GX-series engines. 
And those Honda engines have turned the 
Apple Valley trucks into rockets. Sort of.

The quickest truck, 85-year-old Howard 
“Smitty” Smith’s, ripped to 10 mph in 1.8 
seconds and steamed to 30 mph in 10.6 sec-
onds. It topped out at a screaming 33.8 mph. 
That’s the sort of heady performance that 
can get a Shriner into trouble.

Trouble came at the skidpad when Smit-
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