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C/D RESULTS BEST IN TEST SUSPENSION BRAKES
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CHEVY SILVERADO
control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

rigid axle, 
leaf springs

13.0-inch 
vented disc

13.5-inch 
vented disc yes yes Firestone Destination LE, 

P265/65R-18 112S M+S 202 0.72 56.1

DODGE RAM
control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

rigid axle, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

13.2-inch 
vented disc

13.9-inch 
disc yes yes Goodyear Wrangler HP, 

P275/60R-20 114S M+S 190 0.73 52.2*

FORD F-150
control arms, 
coil springs, 
anti-roll bar

rigid axle, 
leaf springs

13.0-inch 
vented disc

13.7-inch 
vented disc yes yes Goodyear Wrangler SR-A, 

P275/65R-18 114T M+S 196 0.73 49.3*

*Stability-control-inhibited.
TEST AVERAGE 196 0.73 52.5

The 2009 F-150 doesn’t look mark-
edly di�erent from the 2008 model. 

If you’re not looking at it front-on, it doesn’t 
look di�erent at all. Do not be deceived. 
There’s some serious structure beneath 
the new body. The F-150’s full-length fully 
boxed frame rails are bridge-girder stout, 
and the body and box-support crossmem-
bers are welded in place.

Ford’s basic goal in the F-150 makeover 
was increased capabilities—bigger pay-
loads and more towing capacity. Make that 
biggest payloads and most towing capac-
ity among half-ton pickups. The F-150’s 
3030-pound max payload is tops in this 
class, and the same goes for max towing: 
a resounding 11,300 pounds. That’s a lot of 
turnips, dude. However, the ratings for our 

crew-cab F-150 with a 3.31:1 axle ratio (1320 
pounds of payload and 8200 pounds towing) 
drop it to second behind the Chevy.

Like its opponents, our F-150 test truck 
was far from basic. You could get these 
same capabilities in a rear-drive cloth-
upholstered F-150 SuperCrew XLT for 
$34,855. This one, with the King Ranch 
package, carried a base price of $42,960 
and an as-tested price of $46,065. The King 
Ranch interior, highlighted by beautifully 
stitched saddle-tan leather seats, is abso-
lutely gorgeous and drew top grades for 
comfort, but it’s not the sort of interior an 
owner would likely subject to the abuse 
that goes with ranching or construction 
work. 

Similarly, that short cargo bed—at 67 
inches, the shortest in a short trio—doesn’t 
lend itself to the four-by-eight-foot building 
material standard. Your sheets of drywall 
will sit between the wheel wells, but even 
with the tailgate down, you’ll have a bit 
of overhang.

We weren’t hauling drywall down 
there in Texas, of course. And in any case, 

FORD F-150

THE VERDICT
A railroad trestle on wheels that’s about 
50 horsepower short of outstanding.

THE HIGHS
Parlor-size rear cabin, flat rear floor, 
heroic load and tow ratings, 
quiet operation.

THE LOWS
Power not up to capability ratings, 
overzealous stability control, squishy 
brake pedal. 
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