
much body motion,” observed one tester,
“like a fast horse that thinks galloping
should include a bit of leaping, too.”

The logbook also contained numerous
complaints about rubbery shift quality and
turbo lag. 

Although it didn’t rate high marks as a
sports sedan, it was a big favorite on the

interstates, despite seats that were short on
lateral support. “The Mercedes of the
bunch,” wrote one. “Velvety engine and

ride.”And later: “Posh,
but not very sporty.”

About the posh part.
The GLS exceeded our
20-grand ceiling by a
resounding $3500, but
only because it came
with two option pack-
ages—Leather ($1050)
and Sport Luxury (17-
inch wheels, power
sunroof, and sport sus-
pension for $2025),
plus a $325 Monsoon
audio system. Pare that

stuff, and the bill’s $20,100.
Whether it will get around corners as

well is another question, because even with
the Sport Luxury package, the Jetta
delivers too much rock and roll for our
tastes. VW’s marketing tagline is “Drivers
Wanted,” and the dynamics of our test car
tells us volumes about what the German
company thinks of American drivers. 

Second Place
Subaru Impreza 2.5RS

Unlovely and unwilling to be hurried,
the Impreza 2.5RS fought its way to a spot
near the top with some good old-fashioned
virtues: solid comfort, solid construction,
and solid predictability in all driving
situations.

Although Subaru’s gutsy 2.5-liter
SOHC flat-four engine exhibits its usual
stolid work ethic, it’s hauling a pretty
chunky little sedan here—3037 pounds,
just 34 pounds lighter than the even heftier
Jetta. Although the Impreza can blame the
poundage on its all-wheel drive, it still has
considerably less power than the VW. So
it wound up second slowest: 0 to 60 in 7.8
seconds, to 100 in 24.4, and 16.1 seconds
at 85 mph through the quarter.

Not great. And the RS was equally
deliberate in activities emphasizing
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Subaru
Impreza 2.5RS

Highs: Smooth operator in all modes, supple 
ride quality, can’t-miss shifter, excellent seats. 

Lows: Tepid power-to-weight ratio, mulish 
understeer, so-so braking.

The Verdict: Competent, comfortable, and 
conservative, but makes us yearn for a WRX.

with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

DODGE 8 10 6 7
NEON R/T

MAZDA 9 9 7 6
PROTEGÉ MP3

NISSAN
SENTRA SE-R 7 8 6 5
SPEC V

SUBARU 8 9 7 6
IMPREZA 2.5RS

VOLKSWAGEN 8 9 7 6
JETTA GLS 1.8T

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by 3 editors 
on a 1-to-10 scale (10 being best).
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