
lems. First, the seats never fold to an
exactly flat load floor; small objects keep
rolling down the ramps formed by the
angled seatbacks. And Ford made a bad
choice when it decided that the third row
would fold without removing the head-
rests. Yeah, that part is handy, but the floor
then has canyons on each side of the rests.
Small objects disappear into them.

To allow passenger access to the way-
back, the second row amounts to narrow
outboard bucket seats with a narrower-still
flat center seat. The buckets are impres-
sively easy to tumble forward to clear a
path to the third row. A single lever, crisp
in its operation, does it all. As a kid zone,
the third row is surprisingly roomy, but
adults end up eating their
knees. As for the buckets,
wider adults will cavil about
their overhanging hips. Foot,
knee, and head room in the
second-row is very good.

The cloth material cov-
ering the seats of this sport-ute
looks great, but it’s excep-
tionally grippy on the trousers.
Forget about squirming into
your comfort zone. Up front,
the driver’s left foot will find

no resting place, no dead pedal.
The V-6 mated to the five-speed auto-

matic brings very reasonable performance:
0 to 60 mph in 9.0 seconds, just a tick
behind the Toyota. The sound at full power
is a muted roar, nicely disciplined in its
tenor. Throttle effort is just a bit too high;
maintaining cruising speed feels like work.
Braking was much more straight-line
stable than in the others, and the distance
was a respectable 184 feet from 70 mph,
six feet better than the Highlander. By a
very slight margin, skidpad grip lagged the
others at 0.66 g.

In this group the Explorer is the
’tweener, slipping between the Toyota car
and the Chevy truck in overall bulk and

weight, although
it’s just behind
the TrailBlazer

in most dimensions. In many ways—
finally—this bestseller lives up to the
docile, family-camel expectations people
have for SUVs. And like a camel, it gets
respect rather than love.

Second Place
Chevrolet TrailBlazer LT

According to the bow-tie division at
GM, “the exterior and interior design very
clearly establishes the traditional Chev-
rolet family resemblance . . . letting other
drivers know the TrailBlazer is a Chevy
truck—even from a distance.” No wimpy
car platforms for these guys.

The broad-shouldered TrailBlazer is big
for the class, 2.1 inches longer than the
Explorer and 2.6 inches wider, at nearly 75
inches. Its 4637 pounds make it heaviest,
too, 81 pounds more than the Explorer and
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with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

CHEVROLET 7 7 5 6
TRAILBLAZER LT

FORD 8 9 7 8
EXPLORER XLT

TOYOTA 
HIGHLANDER 9 9 8 5
LIMITED V-6 4WD

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by three editors 
on a 1-to-10 scale (10 being best).
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2 Chevrolet
TrailBlazer LT
Highs: Strong acceleration, 
stirring engine sounds, semisumptuous 
ride on pavement.

Lows: Back-axle boogie when 
the going gets rough, zero thigh support 
in back seat, the unrelieved monotony 
of the charcoal-everything interior. 

The Verdict: Still a truck and proud of it.
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The wheel lights up like Las Vegas
at night with eight glowing buttons,
many of them for the “info system.”


