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slowly in neutral, twist the knob, and wait
for the unit to engage, sometimes minutes
later (Ford claims a revised part has fixed
this). There’s no blinking light to acknowl-
edge your request to engage low range,
something GM offers, so you’re left to
wonder what’s happening.

This is a terrific people hauler and tow
truck that could easily rank much higher
next time after a bit of suspension-tuning
work and some improvement on the
power-to-weight front.

Third Place
Toyota Sequoia Limited 

V-8 4WD
Toyota seems to have learned its lesson

in the minivan wars: Don’t innovate (the
Previa)—imitate (the Sienna), because its
first stab at a big ute flatters the sales
champ (the Chevy Tahoe) with a good bit
of imitation. The basic chassis, suspension,
brake, and tire setup is virtually indistin-
guishable. The Sequoia’s dimensions stray

a bit longer than the Chevy’s, adding 2.1
inches in wheelbase and 5.1 inches in
overall length, but the rest of the tape-
measure readings are within a wiggle of
the Chevy’s.

Toyota goes its own way in the drive-
train department, opting for a quad-cam
V-8 originally designed to do luxury-car
duty at Lexus. Redesigned with an iron
block and retuned for regular gas and to
cope with the heavier loads of a truck, it
makes 240 horsepower—the least in this
pack. Luckily, it’s also the lightest (5260
pounds), and it sports the shortest high-
range gearing, which helped it scoot to 60
mph in 9.1 seconds. That’s 0.4 second ahead
of the Expedition, 0.8 behind the Tahoe.

The V-8’s Lexus refinement is retained,
and its towing capacity is upgraded to 6200
pounds, but that’s the lowest in the test—
2450 pounds less than the Ford can
manage—and it’s a fairly small step up
from what most mid-size utes can handle.

Toyota’s four-wheel-drive system

departs from the GM and Ford template by
including a center differential to prevent it
from binding up in turns on dry pavement,
making this the only true full-time four-
wheeler in the test. A rear-drive mode dis-
engages much of the front drivetrain, and
a good ol’ floor-mounted lever engages
low range, locking the center differential.
The front and rear diffs are open, leaving
traction control to divvy up the torque
when the going gets greasy.

On paper, it’s a great system. Also on
pavement, but not on muddy slopes.
During our off-road adventure, the Toyota
earned high points for its tall 10.6-inch
ground clearance and steep approach and
departure angles, but it was the only truck
to get good and stuck. Its knobby-looking
Dunlop Grandtrek tires caked with mud
and lost their footing, provoking the trac-
tion control to brake the vehicle to a stop.
It turns out the vehicle skid control (VSC)
system can be turned off only in four-
wheel-drive-low mode, but traction con-

Toyota Sequoia 
Limited V-8 4WD

Highs: Solid and rattle-free 
body, carlike stopping power.

Lows: O�cious traction control 
overworked by low-grip tires.

The Verdict:Quiet and 
competent performer of all tasks, 
master of none.

3

middle row/third row
with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

CHEVROLET 9/5 10/6 8/4 10/4
TAHOE LT

FORD 8/7 10/8 7/8 9/8
EXPEDITION XLT

GMC 10/6 10/7 —/7 —/6
YUKON XL SLT

TOYOTA SEQUOIA 9/6 10/7 8/6 8/6
LIMITED V-8 4WD

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by three editors 
on a 1-to-10 scale (10 being best).
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