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CHEVROLET $29,034/ pushrod 16-valve V-8, 294 cu in (4806cc), 275 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 143.5 227.6 78.5 73.9 5000
SILVERADO LS $31,396 iron block and aluminum heads, GM engine- 285 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm;
1500 EXTENDED control system with port fuel injection/ 18.2 lb/bhp
CAB 4x4 4-speed automatic with lockup torque

converter

DODGE $28,445/ SOHC 16-valve V-8, 287 cu in (4701cc), 240 bhp @ 4800 rpm/ 140.5 227.7 79.9 76.6 5460
RAM SLT 1500 $33,695 iron block and aluminum heads, Daimler- 300 lb-ft @ 3200 rpm;
QUAD CAB Chrysler JTEC engine-control system with 22.8 lb/bhp
4x4 SPORT port fuel injection/4-speed automatic with

lockup torque converter

FORD $30,660/ SOHC 16-valve V-8, 330 cu in (5409cc), 260 bhp @ 4500 rpm/ 138.8 225.8 79.3 75.5 5180
F-150 LARIAT $33,725 iron block and aluminum heads, Ford EEC-V 350 lb-ft @ 2500 rpm;
SUPERCAB 4x4 engine-control system with port fuel 19.9 lb/bhp
FX4 injection/4-speed automatic with lockup

torque converter

TOYOTA $30,845/ DOHC 32-valve V-8, 285 cu in (4664cc), 245 bhp @ 4800 rpm/ 128.3 217.5 79.3 71.7 4820
TUNDRA LIMITED $32,905 iron block and aluminum heads, Toyota 315 lb-ft @ 3400 rpm;
ACCESS CAB engine-control system with port fuel 19.7 lb/bhp
4x4 TRD injection/4-speed automatic with lockup

torque converter
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acceleration, seconds

street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
0–30 mph 0–60 mph 0–80 mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

CHEVROLET 3.2/3.7* 9.2/10.8* 16.4/18.7* 16.8 @ 82 mph/ 9.2 4.2 5.8 96 196/222*
SILVERADO LS 17.6 @ 78 mph* (governed)

DODGE 3.2/3.5* 10.1/11.7* 19.3/22.7* 17.4 @ 77 mph/ 10.4 5.3 7.3 110 203/205*
RAM SLT 1500 18.1 @ 73 mph* (governed)

FORD 2.8/3.6* 9.3/11.3* 16.3/20.3* 16.7 @ 81 mph/ 9.7 4.5 6.1 94 203/211*
F-150 LARIAT 17.9 @ 76 mph* (governed)

TOYOTA 2.9/3.5* 8.6/10.3* 14.9/18.4* 16.7 @ 83 mph/ 8.8 4.2 5.7 105 189/200*
TUNDRA LIMITED 17.7 @ 79 mph* (governed)

TEST AVERAGE 3.0/3.6* 9.3/11.0* 16.7/20.0* 16.9 @ 81 mph/ 9.5 4.6 6.2 101 198/210*
17.8 @ 77 mph*

*With a 1000-pound payload.
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it, and the shoulders of several grunting
guys were needed to jam it shut. Here’s
how iffy some objects can be: Just adding
a bedliner to the Chevy (already installed
in the Ram and Tundra) would have kept
the gate open.

Certain load sizes are well-known. At
least four feet of flat space between the
wheel arches is a big deal; then a sheet of
plywood can lie flat on the floor. All the
trucks here allow that, although the Tundra
has only 1.3 inches to spare. Eight feet of
open length is another biggie, to allow the
tailgate to close on eight-footers. None of
the short-bed trucks here is that long.
Mostly, that’s not a showstopper; leave the
gate open and secure your cargo before
you hit the road.

Size may matter in the extended cab,
too, and if it does, the Tundra may be too
small. It’s the only one here that wouldn’t
accommodate an eight-foot two-by-four;
cutting off a half-inch would have allowed
it in. Nor would it accept a four-foot step
ladder standing up, again the only cab that
wouldn’t. For adult passengers in back, the
space was comparable to the Ford’s but
comfort was much better, thanks to the
hospitality of padding all around.

This truck had the optional TRD off-
road package ($95), which includes
springs and Bilstein shock absorbers tuned
for off-road use, 16-inch alloy wheels, and

P265/70SR-16 BFGoodrich Rugged Trail
T/A tires. As with the Ford, we have reser-
vations about stiffening up the suspension.
Ride quality suffers greatly. Impacts set up
significant, junky shake in what is other-
wise a solidly assembled machine. We

think Toyota uses more rubber isolation in
mounting certain of the Tundra’s major
components than do the other makers, and
those mounts were unhappy with the
TRD’s pounding over bumps. Again, the
Dodge and the Chevy with their standard
suspensions handled our off-road excur-
sions just fine. We’d go TRDless. An extra
benefit of that choice would be the dele-
tion of the decal name you hope no one
will ever pronounce.

We were curious about one final detail:
Does the Tundra get respect from real truck
guys? Marvin James says yes. “Everybody
knows Toyotas are reliable, and everybody
knows Tundras are expensive.”

Second Place
Chevrolet Silverado LS

Let’s say you were escaping into a wit-
ness-protection program. What would you
drive?

This Silverado would be perfect. The
shape says you’ve been around since
plumbing was young. If someone were on
the lookout, the “Gray, Charcoal Medium”
paint dissolves into the pavement like
high-tech camo.

“Truck? I din’t see no truck.”
Best of all, you’d have a nicely engi-

neered conveyance for just about any pur-
pose short of fuel economy. That said, by
averaging 15 mpg over our 450-mile test
route, this Chevy topped the others.

With its standard suspension and
wimpy-looking all-season road tires, this
was easily the best-riding truck of the
bunch, both on city streets and pounding
over the rocks of Schnebly Hill Road. The
suspension’s composure over terrible sur-
faces is really a marvel. This Chevy was
both more controllable and more comfort-
able in every venue, which emboldens us
to look askance at off-road packages in
general. The Silverado’s structure is more
solid and rattle-free than the others.

By a slight margin, cornering grip fell
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cargo-bed
dimensions,

l/w/h; payload/
weight fuel width between towing interior volume,

suspension
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59.6/40.4 26.0 78.7/60.2/19.5; 1680/ 64/50 ind, unequal-length control rigid axle located by vented disc/ Goodyear
,TSrelgnarW;csiddetnevsgnirpsfaellacitpille-imesllor-itna,srabnoisrot,smra00370.05

61-RS57/542Pkcol-itnarab
control

58.8/41.2 26.0 75.9/66.4/20.2; 1520/ 65/56 ind, unequal-length control rigid axle located by vented disc/ Goodyear
,PHrelgnarW;csidsgnirpsfaellacitpille-imesllor-itna,srabnoisrot,smra00160.15

02-RS06/572Pkcol-itnarab
control

59.1/40.9 25.0 78.8/65.2/19.7; 1710/ 62/45 ind, unequal-length control rigid axle located by vented disc/ Goodyear
,S/TArelgnarW;csidsgnirpsfaellacitpille-imesllor-itna,srabnoisrot,smra00570.05
71-RS07/562TLkcol-itnarab

control

56.9/43.1 26.4 76.5/61.2/16.7; 1366/ 60/40 ind, unequal-length control rigid axle located by vented disc/ BFGoodrich
,A/TliarTdegguR;murdsgnirpsfaellacitpille-imesllor-itna,sgnirpslioc,smra00173.94

61-RS07/562Pkcol-itnarab
control

interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg

roadholding, full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 450-
300-ft skidpad, g idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

0.72 41 74 69 68 14 18 15

0.81 45 73 71 70 13 17 12

0.75 42 74 71 69 14 17 14

0.73 42 73 69 68 14 17 13

0.75 43 74 70 69 14 17 14


