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If one of the road freighters pictured here is already
docked in your driveway, consider the $6599 Suzuki
Vinson 4x4 LT-A500F for a serviceable dinghy. Suzuki’s

newest off-road workhorse takes its name from Antarc-
tica’s Mt. Vinson and, like other utility quads of its size, has
more than a few features in common with the priciest
pickups. This 640-pound vehicle packs push-button, shift-
on-the-fly four-wheel drive with four-high/-low gearing, a
pair of limited-slip differentials, hydraulic disc brakes, and
an automatic transmission with shaft drive. 

A liquid-cooled SOHC four-valve 493cc one-cylinder
engine with a cast aluminum crankcase and head issues a
sand-spewing 32 horsepower at 6000 rpm and 30 pound-feet of torque at 5500
rpm through a centrifugal clutch mated to a belt-and-pulley continuously variable
transmission with reverse. Straddled by a 210-pound editor, the Vinson hit 35 mph

in 4.1 seconds and topped out at 63 mph. Launch it at the trail from the bed of
any full-size pickup and use its 9.9 inches of ground clearance to chart your own
course.                                                                        —Aaron Robinson

Suzuki Vinson
4x4 LT-A500F

A new tender 
for your pickup.

on- on- off- features
drive- road road driver road and fit and fun to OVERALL

engine line handling ride comfort capability amenities finish value styling drive RATING*

CHEVROLET 9 9 8 9 7 7 6 8 8 6 6 91
SILVERADO LS

DODGE 7 8 8 7 8 7 7 8 8 7 7 94
RAM SLT 1500

FORD 7 7 7 5 7 8 8 7 7 8 5 85
F-150 LARIAT

TOYOTA 9 8 8 7 8 8 8 9 8 7 7 90
TUNDRA LIMITED

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resulting in the numbers shown above.
*The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes

other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.
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