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C/D RESULTS BEST IN TEST PRICE ($) DIMENSIONS (inches) WEIGHT
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CHEVROLET CORVET TE $72,125 $77,670 175.6 75.9 49.0 105.7 63.5 62.5 3180 50.3 49.7 18.0 91 52 — 22

DODGE VIPER SRT10 ACR $99,891 $101,541 175.6 75.2 47.6 98.8 61.6 60.9 3420 49.1 50.9 18.5 91 48 — 15

NISSAN GT-R $70,475 $72,525 183.4 74.7 54.0 109.5 62.6 63.0 3920 54.6 45.4 20.1 91 54 26 9

PORSCHE 911  GT2 $192,560 $198,875 176.9 72.9 50.5 92.5 59.6 61.0 3300 38.8 61.2 23.8 91 48 — 20

Like the Nissan, the batwing Z06 
isn’t trying to be a racer with a 

 license plate. A “grand touring” badge 
belongs on this relatively plush and but-
ton-filled cruiser, certainly far more than 
the slingshot Porsche GT2.

You’ll find no ranting here about dumb 
American dream machines. The second-
cheapest car has its triumphs, starting 
with the 3180-pound curb weight, lightest 
by 120 pounds and barely 300 pounds heavi-
er than our last standard Honda S2000 test 
car [July 2004]. The 7.0-liter V-8 was the 
second-thriftiest fuel burner, after the 
six-cylinder Porsche, actually beating the 
911 on one leg of our afterburners-on trek 
with a 16-mpg return. Only the Vette and 
the track-rat Viper could pull more than 
1.0 g on the skidpad, but the Z06 does it on 
narrower, more deeply treaded rubber. It 
also takes on 22 cubic feet of cargo under 
its glass hatch.

Our first miles were run on a track 
(Buttonwillow Raceway Park, north of 
Los Angeles), for which the Vette’s tool-
box is less well-stocked than the Viper’s 
or the Porsche’s. In the deep foxhole of 
the driver’s seat, everything feels softer, 
from the flat, foamy buckets that allow 
sideways sliding to the artificial steer-
ing to a suspension tuned for compliance. 
Turn quick, and the direction change waits 
while the body slumps to the outside. Poke 
the mighty V-8, and the Z06 squirms on its 

EXTREMISTSCOMPARISON TEST

CHEVROLET CORVETTE Z06

THE VERDICT
This devil in a blue dress proves a big softie.

THE HIGHS 
Instant-gratification throttle, luxury 
amenities, lightest weight, ample 
cargo space. 

THE LOWS
Soggier controls, an acrid 
resin odor, jittery brakes, 
unpredictable fishtails.
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