
Bottom line: The Mustang gives a good
account of itself in spirited driving. Its
defining trait is understeer, and it’s all but
impossible to make a major mistake.
Braking performance is robust and fade-
free. But those virtues are more than offset
by a package that verges on primitive com-
pared with the modern cars in this com-
paro. Despite various superficial remedies,
this live-axle chassis is ancient,
the interior is cramped, and why
anyone regards these seats as
“sport buckets” is a question for
a mystic.

Nevertheless, the Mustang
will survive long after its Chevy

and Pontiac rivals have been consigned to
history. What’s up with that? We don’t
know.

Third Place
Chrysler Sebring Limited
Introduced in February, the Chrysler

Sebring is the newest of these cars and the
first major overhaul of a highly successful

original. It shares the new Sebring–Dodge
Stratus sedan platform, foundations that
DaimlerChrysler calls 44 percent
improved in terms of bending rigidity.
Although this hasn’t quite resulted in a
flex-free chassis—the upper dash, the
steering column, and the rearview mirror
tend to oscillate at slightly different rates
over lumpy pavement—it’s a substantial
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transmission/
price, gear ratios:1/ curb weight

,noitubirtsid,thgiew/hpm,deepstsetmumixamtenEAS/esab
as tested engine power/torque axle ratio:1 pounds % front/rear

CHEVROLET $29,425/ pushrod 16-valve V-8, 346 cu in 310 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 4-speed automatic/ 3600 55.6/44.4
CAMARO Z28 $29,750 (5665cc), aluminum block and heads, 340 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm 3.06, 1.63, 1.00, 0.70/

/851,851,99,35trophtiwmetsyslortnoc-enigneMG
37.2noitcejnileuf

CHRYSLER $29,490/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 167 cu in 200 bhp @ 5900 rpm/ 4-speed automatic/ 3480 61.5/38.5
SEBRING $29,520 (2736cc), aluminum block and heads, 192 lb-ft @ 4300 rpm 2.84, 1.57, 1.00, 0.69/
LIMITED /711,411,67,04lortnoc-enigneIIICEBSrelsyrhC

98.3noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

FORD $27,390/ SOHC 16-valve V-8, 281 cu in 260 bhp @ 5250 rpm/ 4-speed automatic/ 3520 56.8/43.2
MUSTANG GT $29,355 (4601cc), iron block and aluminum 302 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm 2.84, 1.55, 1.00, 0.70/

/931,631,88,84lortnoc-enigneV-CEEdroF,sdaeh
72.3noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

MITSUBISHI $25,942/ SOHC 24-valve V-6, 181 cu in 200 bhp @ 5500 rpm/ 4-speed automatic/ 3380 62.7/37.3
ECLIPSE $29,592 (2972cc), iron block and aluminum 205 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm 2.84, 1.50, 1.00, 0.73/
SPYDER GT /331,121,18,34lortnoc-enigneihsibustiM,sdaeh

47.3noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

TOYOTA $30,970/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 182 cu in 198 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 4-speed automatic/ 3500 60.6/39.4
CAMRY $31,887 (2995cc), aluminum block and heads, 212 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm 2.81, 1.55, 1.00, 0.74/
SOLARA SLE /821,521,18,54htiwmetsyslortnoc-enigneatoyoT

27.3noitcejnileuftrop
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acceleration, seconds

0–60 0–100 0–120 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

CHEVROLET 5.2 12.3 19.3 13.8 @ 5.3 2.3 3.5 158 188
CAMARO Z28 )detimilenilder(hpm401

CHRYSLER 8.9 25.8 — 16.9 @ 9.1 4.7 5.5 117 194
SEBRING LIMITED )denrevog(hpm38

FORD 6.0 16.1 28.0 14.7 @ 6.4 3.7 4.0 139 184
MUSTANG GT 96 mph

MITSUBISHI 8.2 22.7 41.5 16.4 @ 8.4 4.1 5.2 133 200
ECLIPSE SPYDER GT 87 mph

TOYOTA 8.5 24.6 55.6 16.6 @ 8.5 4.2 5.1 128 182
CAMRY SOLARA SLE 84 mph

TEST AVERAGE 7.4 20.3 36.1 15.7 @ 7.5 3.8 4.7 135 190
91 mph
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3
Chrysler
Sebring Limited
Highs: Smooth operator on the open
road, classy interior, sophisticated
sheetmetal, long-haul room for four.

Lows: Needs more muscle, chassis
wiggles on uneven pavement, alien
wood-grain trim.

The Verdict: A composed and
roomy droptop that delivers everything
but haste.

improvement on the previous edition and
also yields handling responses of a higher
order. Pressed hard, the Sebring lapses into
industrial understeer, but a little judicious
trail braking restores a bit of balance, and
the AutoStick manumatic allows the oper-
ator to keep the engine in the sweet part of
its power band.

This last is important, if hurry-up is an
issue, because even though the Sebring’s
makeover included a new engine—
Chrysler’s 2.7-liter DOHC 24-valve V-6,
with 200 horsepower vs. the 168 generated
by the previous Mitsubishi-supplied
engine—it still has to work quite hard to

keep pace with its contemporaries. Well,
almost keep up. In fact, the Sebring was
the slowest damsel at this dance, requiring
just under nine seconds to hit 60 mph and
almost 26 seconds to get to 100 mph.

As a consequence, the Sebring’s log-
book reflected a fair amount of wistful
yearning for more snort.

“Definite shortage of power, particu-
larly with even a hint of altitude,” wrote
one of our scribblers. “The Sebring can be
hurried on mountain roads, but it’s more
work than fun.”

On the other hand, the Sebring’s ride
quality was excellent on all surfaces, its
interior noise levels subjectively seemed
the lowest, its top was the easiest to run up
and down (just over 21.5 seconds from
unlatch to relatch), its rear seat was roomy
and easily accessible, and its inventory of
comfort-and-convenience features was
second only to the more expensive (by
$2367) Solara.

Thus, the Sebring emerged as our value
champ and also won the nod as best to
behold. Although the new Sebring doesn’t
look dramatically different from the old,
its sheetmetal is 85 percent new, according
to DaimlerChrysler, blending retro themes
with contemporary curves in a style that is
still uniquely Chrysler. And we were even
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interior volume,
dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc

,knat-leehw brakes,
base length width height gallons front rear trunk front rear front/rear tires

101.1 193.5 74.1 51.8 16.8 55 27 8 ind, unequal-length control rigid axle located by 2 trailing vented disc/ Goodyear
arms, coil springs, links, 1 torque arm, and a vented disc; Eagle RS-A,
anti-roll bar Panhard rod; coil springs; anti-lock P245/50ZR-16

anti-roll bar control

106.0 193.7 69.4 55.0 16.0 53 37 11 ind, unequal-length control ind; 1 upper control arm, 2 vented disc/ Michelin
arms, coil springs, lateral links, and 1 trailing disc; MX4,
anti-roll bar link per side; coil springs; anti-lock P205/60TR-16

anti-roll bar control

101.3 183.2 73.1 53.2 15.7 50 26 8 ind, strut located by a rigid axle located by 4 trailing vented disc/ Goodyear
control arm, coil springs, links and 2 leading hydraulic disc; Eagle ZR45,
anti-roll bar links, coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock 245/45ZR-18

control

100.8 175.4 68.9 52.8 16.4 50 25 7 ind, strut located by a ind; 1 control arm, 2 lateral vented disc/ Goodyear
control arm, coil springs, links, and 1 diagonal link disc; Eagle RS-A,
anti-roll bar per side; coil springs; anti-lock P215/50VR-17

anti-roll bar control

105.1 190.0 71.1 55.5 18.5 54 37 9 ind, strut located by a ind, strut located by 2 lateral vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, links and 1 trailing link, coil disc; MXV4,
anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock P205/60HR-16

control

roadholding, emergency- interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg
300-foot lane-change full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 700-

skidpad, g maneuver, mph idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

0.84 59.5 55 82 71 71 18 26 18

0.76 60.2 44 75 71 70 20 29 19

0.82 60.3 51 79 74 74 18 25 16

0.78 60.0 50 74 72 71 19 26 20

0.74 58.6 42 74 71 71 19 26 19

0.79 59.7 48 77 72 71 19 26 18


