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That’s it for bad news. From here on,
we’re tossing bouquets. Here’s a minivan
refined enough in its handling and interior
sounds to be a tempting alternative to a
four-door sedan. The 3.3-liter engine,
smallest of Chrysler’s V-6 choices, is
smooth and hushed, and paired with a
Stanford-smart four-speed automatic,
shifts are made at just the right times.
Acceleration, by every measure, is about
average for the group.

Fuel economy was well below average,
at 21 mpg, on our 750-mile test trip.

At 4125 pounds, this is the heaviest of
the bunch, mostly a function of the struc-
tural improvements added for safety. For
the same reason, it’s longer overall than its
predecessor by nearly three inches, while
maintaining roughly the same compart-
ment space. But improvements in steering

and suspension responses hide the bulk.
The result is poised rather than athletic
handling. For example, road grip is lowest
of the group at 0.70 g, but the Voyager was
fastest through the lane change by a prodi-
gious margin. The sweetheart relies on
good reflexes for its handling instead of
hard muscles that would spoil the ride.

Good taste has arrived in interior
appointments, too. The surfaces and tex-
tures no longer say P-L-A-S-T-I-C with a
K-car accent. We judged all the seat cush-
ions in the Voyager to be better shaped and
more comfortable than the others. The
driving switches, stalks, and levers have a
Honda-like slickness about their motions.
The driving position is best of the bunch.
The dash arrangement was most agreeable.
The sliding doors move easiest, and the
latches are appropriately friendly.

At first glance, the three gaping vents
in the center of the dash seem a bad idea;
they bump the radio and HVAC controls
downward from the high-visibility zone.
But our passenger-hauling test was done
on a sultry Michigan summer afternoon,
and we quickly learned that those sewer-
size grilles can send a typhoon of cool air
to the wayback; you may not need rear air
conditioning in many climates. Also, the
separate temperature control for each front
passenger is a smart idea that’s finally
arrived in minivans with this new model. 

“Dominance” is not a word we unfurl
casually. But have a look at the Editors’
Ratings. Except for “features and ameni-
ties,” which is heavily dependent on
options, the Voyager either tops every
ranking or ties for top score. This bus could
turn “mothermobile” into a term of envy.
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engine mission brakes handling ride comfort nomics amenities finish value styling drive RATING*

CHEVROLET 8 8 6 7 7 6 8 10 7 7 7 7 84VENTURE LS

CHRYSLER 9 9 9 9 9 8 9 8 9 8 9 8 93
VOYAGER LX

MAZDA 6 7 8 8 7 7 9 9 9 7 9 7 87
MPV ES

NISSAN 7 7 7 8 7 7 7 9 8 6 6 6 84QUEST SE

TOYOTA 8 8 8 7 9 8 7 7 8 7 6 6 88SIENNA LE

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resu lting in the numbers shown above.

* The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes
other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.
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Chrysler
Voyager LX
Highs: Confident handling come
what may, refined powertrain,
excellent HVAC circulation, best-
of-all driving position.

Lows: Butt-breaker seating for
third-row middle child, small out-
side mirrors, relentless blue of the
monochromatic interior. 

The Verdict: The minivan inven-
tors are still on top of their game.


