
of the newer cars—for example, the
doors shake visibly in their openings,
but they’re very quiet about it.

Off-road, the Expedition has the
best approach clearance of the bunch,
which made for graceful entries into the
creeks, but it seemed to drag more on
departure than all but the Yukon. Also, the
rounded hood blocks less of the view when
you need to see what’s immediately ahead.

On-road, we liked the silence of the
interior and the generally smooth feel of
the powertrain. Certain details are a matter

of personal taste. The front seats, for one,
are fairly flat, with only modest lateral
restraint. That’s just fine for those of us
who hold that cockpit intimacy is an inap-
propriate expectation in a three-ton truck.
The intimacy seekers, on the other hand,
much preferred the hugs that the GM seats
will give you at the touch of a power
button.

There was no agreement,
either, on the feel of the column-
mounted shift levers. Getting
exactly the right gear can be crit-
ical when maneuvering off-
road—for example, mistakenly
pulling into a ratio too low can
start the tires skidding on a steep
incline. On this topic, the Ford
shifters worked best in the view
of most of our drivers, but there
were heartfelt exceptions.

This Expedition’s extra six
inches of length over the Yukon
brings significant hauling bene-
fits: five more cubic feet of space
behind the third row, six more
when the two rear rows are
folded flat. Room for second-
row passengers is excellent,
although the cushion is angled
wrong for meaningful thigh sup-
port. For access to the third row,

the second row neatly parallelograms for-
ward, opening up a generous walk-through
space. But there’s little hospitality behind
the second row for adults.

Some of the canyon’s ruins are so high
in the walls they’re best seen through the
sunroof. Rounded Corner Ruin was built
for grain storage, Yoe says, far above the
flood water and vermin of the canyon
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Highs: Eager agility over cratered roads,
adjustable pedals fit all inseam lengths, 
quiet interior.

Lows: Flexy body, leather interior too 
monochromatic and lifeless for the money, 
harsh on-road ride.

The Verdict: New and No. 1 in our rankings 
as a 1997 model, the Expedition is graying at
the temples, balding a little, too.

Ford 
Expedition  
XLT3

Mummy Cave, one of the largest pueblos in the canyon.

middle row/third row

with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

CHEVROLET
SUBURBAN LT 10/8 9/7 10/6 9/5
K2500

FORD
EXCURSION 9/7 10/8 8/8 10/7
LIMITED

FORD 8/3 9/4 7/3 9/4
EXPEDITION XLT

GMC
YUKON SLT 10/1 9/2 10/1 9/1
K1500

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by three editors 
on a 1-to-10 scale (10 being best).
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transfer case/ rear-diff ground approach departure

center-diff type/axle clearance, angle, angle,
type ratio:1 inches degrees degrees

CHEVROLET part-time 2-speed limited slip/ 8.8 25.4 17.3
SUBURBAN LT and full-time with 3.73*
K2500 automatic front-

axle engagement/
none

FORD part-time open/ 8.5 26.5 20.0
EXCURSION 2-speed/ 3.73
LIMITED none

FORD part-time 2-speed limited slip/ 7.5 30.0 17.2
EXPEDITION and full-time with 3.55
XLT automatic front-

axle engagement/
none

GMC part-time 2-speed limited slip/ 8.4 26.9 19.5
YUKON SLT and full-time with 3.73
K1500 automatic front-

axle engagement/
none

*The car we performance-tested in Michigan had the 3.73:1 axle ratio, but our Arizona-driving-impressions vehicle 
had the 4.10:1 axle. Both had limited slip.
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