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VEHICLE TYPE: mid-engine, rear-wheel-drive, 
1 passenger, 2-door race car

ESTIMATED PRICE AS TESTED: $400,000 

ENGINE TYPE: pushrod 16-valve V-8, aluminum block 
and heads, 4x2-bbl Weber 48 IDM carburetors
Displacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .350 cu in, 5735cc 
Power (SAE net) . . . . . . . . . . . . .524 bhp @ 5600 rpm
Torque (SAE net). . . . . . . . . . . . 574 lb-ft @ 4200 rpm

TRANSMISSION: 3-speed manual with torque 
converter

DIMENSIONS:
Wheelbase: 90.0 in Length: 158.0 in Width: 64.0 in 
Height (with wing): 54.0 in Curb weight: 1630 lb

ACCELERATION

Temperature: 47˚F
Humidity: 54% 
Barometric pressure: 29.40 in Hg

WEATHER

It was next to impossible to feel the 
difference between torque-converter slip 
and wheelspin. Cold tires were an issue 
all day, and we expect the 2E to generate 
much higher lateral grip in warmer 
conditions. 
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CHAPARRAL 2E

left of the brake, and the throttle pedal has 
a strap, which Hall fitted so he could pull 
the pedal back in case the throttle stuck 
open. The seating position is low, with the 
peaks of the front fenders almost obscuring 
the view forward.

For an old racer, the 2E is a cinch to op-
erate. Shifting in old race cars often takes 
some skill because few of them have syn-
chromesh gearsets and most have tricky, 
heavy clutches, but you just press the gas 
and go in the 2E.

At first, the way in which the torque 
converter transmits power feels weird, as 
if the clutch were slipping. But the power 
delivery is incredibly smooth, and that, 
combined with excellent traction for a car 
designed in the mid-1960s, ensures that it 
puts down its 524 horsepower with minimal 
fuss. Once the tires get warm, the throttle 
can be floored without the car snapping 
sideways, even in low-speed corners.

Another advantage of the torque-con-
verter transmission is that left-foot brak-
ing is intuitive. Hall discovered the ad-
vantages in the 1960s—specifically, that 
a driver doesn’t waste any time making 
shifts and can balance the car on corner 
entry with the brake and throttle, mini-
mizing the effects of load transfer.

The engine emits a harsh growl that’s ut-
terly intoxicating, and the throttle response 
is as snappy as an agitated alligator. The 
unit stutters, pops, and bangs below 3000 

rpm but is immensely powerful once it 
comes onto the cam. This is one swift ma-
chine: It rips to 60 mph in 2.9 seconds (about 
as quick as a Bugatti Veyron), to 100 mph in 
5.6 seconds, and through the quarter-mile 
in 10.6 at 134 mph. 

The 2E is a thoroughbred. The steer-
ing is beautifully weighted and direct, 
the brakes are powerful and natural to 
modulate, and the handling is faithful. 
In slower corners, the Chaparral pushes 
mildly but is virtually neutral in the faster 
turns. It’s a little squirrelly under hard 
braking, probably because Musser hasn’t 
yet dialed in the right balance.

Compared with the Lola T70, its main 
historical rival, the Chaparral feels more 
sophisticated and easier to drive, thanks 
to the tremendous low-speed traction and 
high-speed downforce. And compared with 
a later McLaren M8F fitted with an 800-hp 
Chevy big-block engine, it is friendly fast 
rather than scary quick. Hall loved the 

2E: “It was fast, easy to drive, and easy 
to set up.”

There’s little doubt that these cars 
would be real crowd pleasers, but there 
is some debate within the vintage-racing 
fraternity over so-called continuation cars. 
Some call them “fakes”; others don’t care 
whether they are real or not because they 
just want to see cars like the 2E in action. 
This past year at the Monterey Historic 
Automobile Races, organizer Steve Earle 
admitted a 1954 Lancia D50 GP racer that 
was built up from some original parts but 
is essentially a beautifully crafted replica. 
What’s the difference between that and 
this Chaparral?

All we know is that this car looks like 
a Chaparral 2E and drives like a vintage 
racing car but lacks the history of a genu-
ine machine. From our point of view, this 
is more than enough to fulfill a fantasy 
that was fueled by reading the pages of this 
magazine 40 years ago. ●
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