
it is difficult to rank it higher—its mys-
tique, dashing good looks, and gentle-
manly road manners notwithstanding.

Fifth Place
Mercedes-Benz E430

You can buy a reasonably well-
equipped E430 for about $55,000, but
adding heated front seats, rain-sensing
wipers, a voice-activated cell phone, and
the $4090 Sport package (with AMG-
designed body cladding, projector fog
lights, and beefy five-spoke alloy wheels
mounted on 235/45ZR-17 Goodyear Eagle
F1s) kicked our test vehicle to a heady
$62,929. For this we got a sedan that gen-
erated excellent performance numbers
even though its 4.3-liter, three-valve,
single-overhead-camshaft V-8 was rated
the lowest of these seven at 275 horse-
power.
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as tested engine weight/power axle ratio:1 pounds % front/rear

AUDI $49,908/ DOHC 40-valve V-8, 255 cu in 300 bhp @ 6200 rpm/ 5-speed automatic/ 4068 58.8/41.2
A6 4.2 $53,860 (4172 cc), aluminum block and heads, 295 lb-ft @ 3000 rpm; 3.57, 2.20, 1.51, 1.00, 0.80/
QUATTRO (2000) Bosch Motronic ME7.0 engine-control 13.6 lb/bhp 49, 79, 115, 132, 132/

pilsdetimilcinortcele,37.2noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

BMW 4.84/6.154293/citamotuadeeps-5/mpr0045@phb282niuc862,8-Vevlav-23CHOD/592,25$
540i $61,395 (4398 cc), aluminum block and heads, 324 lb-ft @ 3600 rpm; 3.57, 2.20, 1.51, 1.00, 0.80/

Bosch ME7.2 engine-control system 13.9 lb/bhp 38, 62, 91, 137, 151/
51.3noitcejnileuftrophtiw

CADILLAC $47,606/ DOHC 32-valve V-8, 279 cu in 300 bhp @ 6000 rpm/ 4-speed automatic/ 4063 60.9/39.1
DTS $52,479 (4565 cc), aluminum block and heads, 295 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm; 2.96, 1.63, 1.00, 0.68/

GM engine-control system with port 13.5 lb/bhp 43, 79, 128, 130/
17.3noitcejnileuf

INFINITI 7.54/3.451493/citamotuadeeps-5/mpr0046@phb043niuc472,8-Vevlav-23CHOD/740,15$
Q45 $51,047 (4494 cc), aluminum block and heads, 333 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm; 3.54, 2.26, 1.47, 1.00, 0.83/

(2002) Nissan ECCS engine-control system 11.6 lb/bhp 57, 89, 137, 147, 147/
pilsdetimil,67.2noitcejnileuftrophtiw

JAGUAR $50,428/ DOHC 32-valve V-8, 244 cu in 281 bhp @ 6100 rpm/ 5-speed automatic/ 3965 52.2/47.8
S-TYPE 4.0 $57,500 (3996 cc), aluminum block and heads, 287 lb-ft @ 4300 rpm; 3.25, 2.44, 1.55, 1.00, 0.75/

(2002) Nippondenso EMS with port fuel 14.2 lb/bhp 46, 61, 96, 134, 134/
13.3noitcejni

LEXUS 0.74/0.358283/citamotuadeeps-5/mpr0065@phb003niuc262,8-Vevlav-23CHOD/843,84$
GS430 $54,950 (4293 cc), aluminum block and heads, 325 lb-ft @ 3400 rpm; 3.36, 2.18, 1.42, 1.00, 0.75/

Toyota engine-control system with port 12.8 lb/bhp 43, 67, 102, 146, 146/
72.3noitcejnileuf

MERCEDES- $54,479/ SOHC 24-valve V-8, 260 cu in 275 bhp @ 5750 rpm/ 5-speed automatic/ 3665 52.9/47.1
BENZ $62,929 (4266 cc), aluminum block and heads, 295 lb-ft @ 3000 rpm; 3.93, 2.41, 1.49, 1.00, 0.83/
E430 Bosch Motronic ME2.8 engine control 13.3 lb/bhp 36, 59, 96, 129, 129/

28.2noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

V
ita

lS
ta

tis
tic

s

acceleration, seconds
0–60 0–100 0–120 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

AUDI 6.4 16.3 25.6 14.9 @ 6.8 3.7 4.8 132 170
A6 4.2 QUATTRO )denrevog(hpm59

BMW 5.7 15.3 23.0 14.3 @ 6.0 2.8 4.0 151 167
540i )denrevog(hpm79

CADILLAC 6.4 16.9 25.5 15.0 @ 6.8 3.2 4.2 130 192
DTS )denrevog(hpm59

INFINITI 6.0 15.1 23.7 14.5 @ 6.4 3.5 4.1 147 175
Q45 )denrevog(hpm89

JAGUAR 6.3 18.1 25.9 15.2 @ 6.7 3.4 4.7 134 169
S-TYPE 4.0 )denrevog(hpm49

LEXUS 5.9 14.8 22.7 14.5 @ 6.2 3.0 3.9 146 165
GS430 )denrevog(hpm99

MERCEDES-BENZ 6.0 14.9 23.0 14.5 @ 6.3 3.6 4.0 129 174
E430 )denrevog(hpm99

TEST AVERAGE 6.1 15.9 24.4 14.7 @ 6.5 3.3 4.3 139 173
97 mph
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After switching off the busybody trac-
tion control, the E430 hammered through
the rough back-road sections with ease,
although the harshness detected in the
bumpy sections surprised some. But be
assured, this Mercedes will traverse all

manner of macadam as
well as any machine in its
class, a bit of extra sus-
pension thrashing not-
withstanding.

Complaints centered
on an interior that seems to
have descended into the
form of a Mercedes-Benz
cliché. We look forward to
the next-generation E-
class that will surely have
the more adventuresome
interior of the S- and C-
classes.

A small glitch in the Mercedes reputa-
tion for iron-clad reliability appeared when
the air-conditioning system refused to
switch from the “economy” setting. A call
was made to a service center via the stan-
dard Tele Aid system, where a polite
woman suggested several possible cures—
all of which had already been tried. She
then primly advised us to visit a dealer-
ship—an obvious conclusion that might
have been reached independently even by
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Mercedes-Benz
E430

Highs: Mercedes ingotlike structure,
broad spectrum of power.

Lows: Same tedious Stuttgart
décor package, harsh-riding tires.

The Verdict: Yet another wonderfully
predictable sedan from Mercedes-
Benz. So what else is new?
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interior volume,
dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc

,knat-leehw brakes,
seritraer/tnorfraertnorfknurtraertnorfsnollagthgiehhtdiwhtgnelesab

108.6 193.4 72.8 57.0 21.7 52 45 15 ind, 2 diagonal links and ind, unequal-length control vented disc/ Pirelli
2 lateral links per side, arms with a toe-control link, vented disc; P6000,
coil springs, anti-roll bar coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock 255/40ZR-17 94Y

control

111.4 188.0 70.9 55.7 18.5 51 41 11 ind, strut located by 1 ind, 1 control arm and 2 vented disc/ Dunlop
diagonal link and 1 lateral lateral links per side, coil vented disc; SP Sport 2000E;
link, coil springs, anti-roll springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock F: 235/45ZR-17 94Y,

:Rlortnocrab 255/40ZR-17 94Y

115.3 207.0 74.4 56.7 18.5 58 58 19 ind, strut located by a ind; semi-trailing arm with a vented disc/ Goodyear
control arm, coil springs, toe-control link; electron- disc; Eagle LS,
electronically controlled ically controlled, self-leveling anti-lock P235/55HR-17
shock absorbers, anti-roll shock absorbers; control

rabllor-itnarab

113.0 199.6 72.6 58.9 21.4 60 47 14 ind, strut located by a ind; 1 control arm, 2 lateral vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, links, and 1 diagonal link vented disc; Energy MXV4 Plus,
anti-roll bar per side; coil springs; anti-lock P225/55VR-17

anti-roll bar control

114.5 191.3 71.6 55.7 18.4 54 45 13 ind, unequal-length control ind, unequal-length control vented disc/ Pirelli P Zero
arms, 2-position electron- arms, 2-position electron- vented disc; Asimmetrico,
ically adjustable shock ically adjustable shock anti-lock 235/50ZR-17 96W
absorbers, coil springs, absorbers, coil springs, control
anti-roll bar anti-roll bar

110.2 189.2 70.9 56.7 19.8 56 41 15 ind, unequal-length control ind; 1 control arm, 1 vented disc/ Goodyear
arms, coil springs, anti-roll diagonal link, 1 trailing link, disc; Eagle GT+4,

61-RV55/522kcol-itnarepknillortnoc-eot1dnarab
side; coil springs; anti-roll bar control

111.5 189.4 70.8 56.7 21.1 51 44 15 ind, unequal-length control ind; 3 lateral links, 1 vented disc/ Goodyear
arms, coil springs, diagonal link, and 1 toe- disc; Eagle F1,
anti-roll bar control link per side; coil anti-lock 235/45ZR-17

springs; anti-roll bar control

roadholding, emergency- interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg
300-foot lane-change full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 1150-

skidpad, g maneuver, mph idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

0.82 59.8 42 71 68 68 17 24 22

0.84 63.2 40 71 65 65 15 21 20

0.79 57.7 41 72 67 66 17 27 21

0.80 57.9 40 70 69 68 17 25 21

0.85 63.8 40 73 68 68 17 23 22

0.83 59.7 43 70 68 68 18 23 23

0.86 58.8 46 71 69 69 18 25 24

0.83 60.1 42 71 68 67 17 24 22


