
23 mpg over our 650-mile road trip, exactly
matched the group average.

This Impala and the Buick Regal share
GM’s 3800 pushrod V-6, famous for its
ready torque right off the mark. Compared
with the cammers in the other cars, these
two feel and sound a bit winded when you
rev them. But for normal metro motoring,
their low-speed grunt is satisfying.

Interestingly, they make very different
sounds; the Impala is quieter, less strained.

We don’t think Bob Lutz will choose
either one for his weekend motoring.

Fifth Place
Dodge Intrepid SE

The Intrepid is the Whopper of the
bunch, almost 204 inches between the
bumpers, more than a foot longer than the
Accord and Camry clustered at the com-
pact end of the range. For usable interior
room, this car ranks at the top of the class.

We gave it top marks for comfort, too.
The cloth front buckets have a sumptuous
feel, with a plush surface over very good
lateral support. In back, think “vast,” think

NBA space. And as in the front, the seat is
both plush and properly accommodating
for long hauls.

It’s first-class travel at a discount rate,
you might say. The Intrepid weighed in
with the lowest as-tested price, $22,835.

There are no anti-lock brakes at that
figure, and the car needs that option. One
of the wheels wanted to lock early during
testing, which contributed to long stops—
by far the poorest showing of the group at
230 feet from 70 mph—and one tire tread
ground to a flat spot besides. “Clump-

acceleration, seconds
0–30 0–60 0–90 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph 70–0 mph, feet

BUICK 2.7 8.1 18.0 16.3 @ 8.1 3.4 5.4 108 198
REGAL LS )denrevog(hpm68

CHEVROLET 2.9 8.6 18.7 16.6 @ 8.4 3.6 5.6 108 203
IMPALA LS )denrevog(hpm58

DODGE 3.6 10.0 21.8 17.5 @ 10.2 5.3 5.9 106 230
INTREPID SE )denrevog(hpm28

FORD 3.0 8.9 19.4 16.8 @ 9.3 4.7 5.6 108 204
TAURUS SEL )denrevog(hpm48

HONDA 3.1 8.3 18.8 16.6 @ 8.6 4.6 5.3 124 203
ACCORD LX V-6 85 mph

HYUNDAI 2.7 8.1 17.5 16.3 @ 8.3 4.0 5.7 120 206
XG350 )denrevog(hpm78

NISSAN 2.7 7.3 15.2 15.6 @ 8.5 4.3 4.8 124 192
ALTIMA 3.5SE )denrevog(hpm19

TOYOTA 2.8 8.2 18.1 16.4 @ 8.4 4.4 5.3 120 191
CAMRY SE V-6 )denrevog(hpm68

TEST AVERAGE 2.9 8.4 18.4 16.5 @ 8.7 4.3 5.5 112 203
86 mph
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5 Dodge
Intrepid SE
Highs: Never having to say
you’re sorry about head room,
leg room, hip room, foot room,
cargo room.

Lows: The unrelieved blackness
of the interior, Dolby-quality
road noise.

The Verdict: Here’s that extra
guest room for when the in-laws
stay over.
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clump-clump-clump” for the rest of the
trip.

To no one’s surprise, performance of
the smallest V-6 in the largest car also
proved to be substandard. Zero to 60
required 10.0 seconds, hindmost of the
pack. Quarter-mile finishing speed was a
leisurely 82 mph, 4 mph below average, 9
mph behind the athletic Nissan. Fuel
economy over our test trip equaled the
group average.

The interior was voted most controver-

sial. “Suffering from black lung,” com-
mented one tester of the relentless black-
ness inside. “Black is beautiful,” said
another, contrasting the Dodge’s gutsy
commitment to the safe choice of gray in
most of the others. The Intrepid’s white-
face instrument dials stand out vividly in
the blackness. Marked with simple, easy-
to-read numbers, they add a touch of con-
fidence to this car.

The hard-edged, sporty demeanor of
early Intrepids has been diluted to a mass-

market level now, so this big sedan rushes
along happily enough. There’s a certain
floatiness that will keep most drivers from
getting too brave on freeway ramps. Ride
quality is fairly smooth. There is consid-
erable impact noise coming up through the
structure, however, which makes the
bumps sound worse than they feel.

The somewhat lame performance was
good enough to secure the best ranking of
all the Detroit labels, but the record must
show that the hometown brands form the
bottom half of the class.

Fourth Place
Hyundai XG350

This new Hyundai makes a strong first
impression, smooth and quiet, nicely
screwed together, strong underfoot.

The appearance is unconventional,
starting with the bustle-butt decklid. And
the grille represents a bright chrome exe-
cution of a theme that needs more work.
But the paint and the body fits are fine. The
interior seems richly textured, particularly
if you like the wood-paneled look. We
notice the seat seams are beautifully done.
And the satin-black bezels and borders on
the dash are exceptionally appealing. The
roof pillars are covered in soft materials.

The driver seat feels good. It’s rather
firmly stuffed and fairly flat, with no
unwanted pressure points on the backside.

roadholding, emergency- interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg
300-foot lane-change full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 650-

skidpad, g maneuver, mph idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

0.71 55.7 44 74 67 66 19 29 24

0.76 56.3 44 73 70 70 20 30 23

0.77 57.6 45 75 72 72 20 28 23

0.76 56.0 45 73 68 67 20 27 23

0.77 57.3 41 70 66 66 20 28 22

0.76 57.9 38 71 68 67 18 26 22

0.81 61.0 40 73 71 70 19 26 24

0.78 59.4 37 70 67 67 20 28 26

0.77 57.7 42 72 69 68 20 28 23

4Hyundai
XG350
Highs: Lexus-like silence,
cushy ride, first-class interior
fit and finish.

Lows: More fake wood than on
a Disney set, cruise control suffers
from attention deficit disorder,
five-speed automatic has about
enough brainpower for a four-speed.

The Verdict: A very slick sedan
for those who never drive over
six-tenths.
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