
Fuel economy is outstand-
ing: 26 mpg on our test trip
bested a second-place tie by 2
mpg. The Camry also outscored
all others in braking, stopping in
191 feet.

Still, in the points column,
the total is second best. The
SE is Toyota’s sporting Camry,
having just a bit more shock-
absorber control than normal
and wearing “summer” tires.
We’re uneasy about the tire
choice. Yes, they pay off when
you want to play, having a nice
reserve of grip in the corners
along with exceptionally
agreeable steering responses.
But they wear quicker than all-
season tires, and they’re really
not acceptable when the snow
falls. Making them an integral part of a
four-door that is mild by every defini-
tion seems a disservice to the unsus-
pecting, we think. Somehow, the Altima
rolls on Bridgestones that seem quicker,
sharper, tauter, yet they carry the all-
season mark. 

For the record, we like the way this
SE strode around our curvy-road test
loop, very sure-footed. But as one tester
commented, “If the old Camry
was vanilla ice cream, this is
vanilla bean.”

For sure, certain cockpit details
don’t live up to the SE’s sporty dec-
laration. The front buckets are
puffy; you sit on them rather than
in them. Also, the bright-metal
background of the instruments—
it’s a fashion thing going around
this season—hurts legibility for
some.

As a family sedan, the Camry’s
passenger space is better than ever,
although no match for the Intrepid.
In back, room and comfort are
about equal to that of the Taurus.

Compared with the Altima, this
Camry rides better and is a better
fit for people, but you don’t get
many convenience features for the
price, and it never calls out to you
from the darkened garage, “Hey,
big guy, wanna drive?”

First Place
Honda Accord LX V-6

So wholesome, this Accord, so low-fat,
so balanced in nutrients, so efficient and
purposeful, so free of guilt, so virtuous
clear through and out the other side. For
four years now, the Accord has been a
smart choice, always rewarding to drive
for its poise, its precision, its confident

with 2 passengers with 3 passengers

comfort space comfort space

BUICK 7 8 6 6
REGAL LS

CHEVROLET 7 9 6 8
IMPALA LS

DODGE 9 10 8 9
INTREPID SE

FORD 8 9 7 7
TAURUS SEL

HONDA 7 9 6 6
ACCORD LX V-6

HYUNDAI 8 9 7 6
XG350

NISSAN 8 9 6 6
ALTIMA 3.5SE

TOYOTA 8 9 7 7
CAMRY SE V-6

Subjective ratings in both categories were assigned by three editors 
on a 1-to-10 scale (10 being best).
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Honda
Accord LX V-6
Highs: Unflappable path control,
classy big dials in the 
instrument cluster, cockpit 
a just-right fit for most drivers.

Lows: Interior feels a bit snug
around the passengers’ elbows
compared with the others here.

The Verdict: You can’t go wrong.
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