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BUICK $23,670/ pushrod 12-valve V-6, 231 cu in 200 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3532 63.2/36.8
REGAL LS $23,670 (3791cc), iron block and heads, 225 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm converter/

GM engine-control system with 17.7 lb/bhp 2.92, 1.57, 1.00, 0.71/
/801,801,79,84noitcejnileuftrop

3.05

CHEVROLET $24,270/ pushrod 12-valve V-6, 231 cu in 200 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3569 61.8/38.2
IMPALA LS $25,605 (3791cc), iron block and heads, 225 lb-ft @ 4000 rpm converter/

GM engine-control system with 17.8 lb/bhp 2.92, 1.57, 1.00, 0.71/
/801,801,69,25noitcejnileuftrop

3.05

DODGE $20,995/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 167 cu in 200 bhp @ 5800 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3578 61.9/38.1
INTREPID SE $22,835 (2736cc), aluminum block and heads, 190 lb-ft @ 4850 rpm converter/

DaimlerChrysler SBEC III engine-control 17.9 lb/bhp 2.84, 1.57, 1.00, 0.69/
/601,601,88,94noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

3.66

FORD $23,525/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 182 cu in 200 bhp @ 5650 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3415 63.0/37.0
TAURUS SEL $24,835 (2983cc), aluminum block and heads, 200 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm converter/

Ford EEC-V engine-control 17.1 lb/bhp 2.77, 1.54, 1.00, 0.69/
/801,701,07,93noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsys

3.98

HONDA $23,040/ SOHC 24-valve V-6, 183 cu in 200 bhp @ 5500 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3322 62.0/38.0
ACCORD LX V-6 $23,040 (2997cc), aluminum block and heads, 195 lb-ft @ 4700 rpm converter/

Honda PGM-FI engine-control system 16.6 lb/bhp 2.53, 1.50, 0.95, 0.61/
/421,611,37,34noitcejnileuftrophtiw

4.20

HYUNDAI $24,572/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 213 cu in 194 bhp @ 5500rpm/ 5-speed automatic with lockup torque 3746 62.4/37.6
XG350 $24,572 (3497cc), iron block and aluminum 216 lb-ft @ 3500 rpm converter/

heads, Hyundai engine-control system 19.3 lb/bhp 3.78, 2.05, 1.42, 1.00, 0.73/
/021,021,101,07,83noitcejnileuftrophtiw

3.33

NISSAN $23,689/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 213 cu in 240 bhp @ 5800 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3361 61.7/38.3
ALTIMA 3.5SE $26,963 (3498cc), aluminum block and heads, 246 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm converter/

Nissan engine-control system with 14.0 lb/bhp 2.79, 1.55, 1.00, 0.69/
/421,421,98,94noitcejnileuftrop

3.79

TOYOTA $24,185/ DOHC 24-valve V-6, 183 cu in 192 bhp @ 5300 rpm/ 4-speed automatic with lockup torque 3424 61.0/39.0
CAMRY SE V-6 $26,060 (2992cc), aluminum block and heads, 209 lb-ft @ 4400 rpm converter/

Toyota engine-control system with 17.8 lb/bhp 3.94, 2.19, 1.41, 1.02/
/021,021,87,34noitcejnileuftrop

2.81
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Chevrolet
Impala LS
Highs: Black Impala says “sport”
to neighbors of a certain age,
lots of console storage, genuine
orange-peel paint.

Lows: The driver seat, the back
seat, and the showcase of mold
parting lines on plastic parts.

The Verdict: GM has learned how
to make money, and it shows.

6
lumbar padding. A three-point belt is pro-
vided for a center passenger. Shoulder
room is tighter than we would have
expected for three adults, given the rela-
tively broad beam of this body.

As this Taurus ages, Ford seems to have
shut the lights off in the engineering
department, hoping instead that the price
cutters can keep it moving in the market.
Price counts, of course, but it never pushes
a slacker into the top half in our compar-
isons.

Sixth Place
Chevrolet Impala LS

This is big iron. At 200.0 inches long,
its sheetmetal outbulks all but the Intrepid,
and its interior room scores second-best as
well. Consider the Impala a triumph of size
over sophistication.

Styling matters little to us when evalu-
ating practical cars, as these family sedans
are surely intended. But the Impala is an
outlier, all alone at the bottom of our rat-
ings. The shape reminds of a roughly chis-
eled block, melted a little, then pushed
aside to make way for ideas more prom-
ising. Oops, somebody put the wrong
design into production.

The dash has that same first-draft look,
a clutter of shapes that never make friends
with one another. The wheel continues the

Buick problem: The leather’s in the wrong
places. Whoever worked out the storage
bins, trays, and cubbies in the center con-
sole and doors was much more successful.
There’s a handy Rubbermaid utility about
this car that families will appreciate.

The driver seat gets poor marks;
cushion contours that look so sporty make
pressure points on the editorial posterior.
“Is a rear passenger putting a foot in my
back?”

Back-seaters have similar complaints.
The cushion and the backrest come

together with a shape that’s simply wrong
for the anatomy. Space is reasonably gen-
erous, comfort is scarce.

Over the road, this is a heavy-footed car,
making clops and clunks rather as if it were
wearing boots. Body structure feels less
rigid than the others’. Unlike the Buick, the
steering and brake efforts are light and
lively, but there isn’t much “feel.” Out in
the twisties you steer by wheel angle rather
than feedback. Most of the track-test num-
bers are a bit below average, but close
enough for a C average. Fuel economy, at

DECEMBER 2001 65

interior volume,
dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc

,knat-leehw brakes,
base length width height gallons front rear trunk front rear front/rear tires

109.0 196.2 72.7 56.6 17.5 56 46 17 ind, strut located by a ind, strut located by 2 lateral vented disc/ Firestone
control arm, coil springs, links and 1 trailing link, disc; FR680,
anti-roll bar coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock P215/70SR-15

control

110.5 200.0 73.0 57.3 17.0 56 48 19 ind, strut located by a ind, strut located by 2 vented disc/ Goodyear
control arm, coil springs, lateral links and 1 trailing disc; Eagle GA,
anti-roll bar link, coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock P225/60SR-16

control

113.0 203.7 74.7 55.9 17.0 55 49 18 ind, strut located by 1 ind, strut located by 2 vented disc/ Goodyear
trailing link and 1 lateral lateral links and 1 trailing disc Eagle GA,
link, coil springs, link, coil springs, anti-roll bar P225/60TR-16
anti-roll bar

108.5 197.6 73.0 56.1 18.0 56 49 17 ind, strut located by a ind, strut located by 2 lateral vented disc/ Continental
control arm, coil springs, links and1 trailing link, drum; TouringContact AS,
anti-roll bar coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock P215/60TR-16

control

106.9 189.4 70.3 57.3 17.1 55 46 14 ind, unequal-length control ind, 2 diagonal links and 3 vented disc/ Bridgestone
arms, coil springs, lateral links per side, disc; Turanza EL42,
anti-roll bar coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock P205/65VR-15

control

108.3 191.5 71.9 55.9 18.5 57 46 15 ind, unequal-length control ind; 1 upper control arm, 2 vented disc/ Michelin
arms, coil springs, lateral links, and 1 diagonal disc; Energy MXV4 Plus,
anti-roll bar link per side; coil springs; anti-lock P205/60HR-16

anti-roll bar control

110.2 191.5 70.4 57.9 20.0 59 44 16 ind, strut located by a ind; 1 upper control arm, 2 vented disc/ Bridgestone
control arm, coil springs, lateral links, and 1 diagonal disc; Turanza EL42,
anti-roll bar link per side; coil springs; anti-lock P215/55HR-17

anti-roll bar control

107.1 189.2 70.7 58.3 18.5 54 48 17 ind, strut located by a ind, unequal-length control vented disc/ Bridgestone
control arm, coil springs, arms, coil springs, disc; Turanza ER33,
anti-roll bar anti-roll bar anti-lock P215/60VR-16

control


