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ways. It carries not an ounce of fat, yet it
seems to have everything we want,
including beautifully clean responses to
every driving input. So it won out narrowly
over sexier choices. 

We’ll feel good about this tomorrow.
The Accord is an efficient package, nar-

rower than the others, shorter than all but
the Camry (it’s just 0.2 inch longer), car-
rying the least weight. The back seat is good
but not great. The winning secret here—
less is more. By keeping the package lean,
Honda has kept the Accord unencumbered.
Nothing gets in the way to fog communi-
cation between the car and the driver. The
big black dials in the cluster are elegant in
their purity. No other maker has the confi-
dence to present machinery so simply.

The driving position is excellent, pro-
viding a commanding view of the sur-
roundings. The control feel is light and
friction free. We think no family car in the
world is better at staying on point, tracking
the driver’s intended path. Bumps never
deflect. Driving seems effortless, even
when you hurry.

The Accord is the qualitative choice,
the winner according to its feel rather than
its test numbers, although the numbers
require no apology. Performance is within
a few 10ths of average in every test, either
above or below (truth is, of this group only
the Nissan has the verve to raise our tem-
perature). The Accord, by contrast, is a
precision tool. The structure is as tight as
a harp string. The engine speaks with dis-

cipline, the automatic does its part for for-
ward progress by grabbing a lower gear
just when you were about to think of it
yourself. Materials and details of
assembly never raise questions. You
quickly feel at home in this car.

Although Accords can be dolled up
with extras as can any other car, our test
sample was easy on the budget at $23,040,
just $205 over the Intrepid, price leader of
the bunch. It looks, uh, virtuous, right
down to the black steel wheels peeking
through the vents in the plastic wheel
covers. There’s nothing wasted in this car,
nothing done for show.

Nobody watches enviously when you
drive by in an Accord, but the quality of it
makes you feel so rich you don’t care.   
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engine mission brakes handling ride comfort nomics amenities finish styling value drive RATING*

BUICK 7 7 7 6 7 6 6 4 6 6 6 5 79
REGAL LS

CHEVROLET 7 7 7 7 8 7 7 10 6 5 7 6 84
IMPALA LS

DODGE 7 8 7 7 8 8 8 6 8 8 8 7 87
INTREPID SE

FORD 7 7 7 6 7 7 7 7 7 6 7 6 83
TAURUS SEL

HONDA 9 9 8 9 9 9 9 5 9 8 9 9 96
ACCORD LX V-6

HYUNDAI 8 8 8 7 9 9 8 9 9 8 8 8 90
XG350

NISSAN 10 9 9 9 7 8 8 9 8 9 8 9 94
ALTIMA 3.5SE

TOYOTA 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 4 9 8 8 8 95
CAMRY SE V-6

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resu lting in the numbers shown above.
*The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes

other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.
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