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Here’s a segment where 
EPA highway numbers 

between 25 and 27 mpg are 
considered good. A few cars 
beat those �gures, but if you 
want rear- or all-wheel drive, 
the list is pretty short. There’s 
the Lexus IS250, at 29 mpg with 
an automatic, but even the 
manual-transmission version 
is pokey compared with the 
competition. The BMW 128i 
and 328i both get 28 mpg on the 
highway, but we’ll get to why 
these aren’t our choices. The 
only gasoline-powered luxury 
car that gets 30 mpg is Audi’s 

A4 2.0T Quattro. If you’re look -
ing for gas misers, think diesel, 
which means either the Mer -
cedes-Benz E320 BlueTec (with 
EPA ratings of 23 mpg city, 32 
highway) or the BMW 335d (23 
mpg city, 36 highway).

The 335d is, well, a 3-series, 
and that means all the excep -
tional dynamics that make it 
a perennial 10Best Cars win -

ner come along with it. Simply 
put, the Bimmer is not just the 
mileage champ, it’s more fun 
to drive than the E320 and the 
A4 as well.

Ah, but perhaps you’ve read 
Patrick Bedard’s piece on the 

NEXT BEST EPA CITY/HWY MPG

Audi A4 2.0T Quattro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21–22/27–30 
Mercedes-Benz E320 BlueTec  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23/32

future of mpg [see page 94], or 
maybe you’re just a know-it-all 
who thinks that the premium 
cost of diesel fuel doesn’t always 
pay back in fuel savings. That’s 
not the case here because the 
335d posts a 28-percent mile-
age improvement over the 328i 
automatic in the city and 29 
percent on the highway. With 
diesel currently selling at less 
than �ve percent more than the 
premium fuel required in the 
328i, the 335d will de�nitely 
cost you less at the pump. 

We’ll have to wait until 
BMW announces pricing to 
know how long it will take the 
extra cost of the diesel to pay 
itself back in fuel savings, but 
putting price aside, the 335d 
could be the best of the 3-series 
lineup except for the M3. It has 
265 horsepower, only 35 short of 
the 335i’s, and the 425 pound-
feet crushes the torque �gures 
of both the 335i and the M3. For -
get your preconceptions about 
diesels being slow. If you can 
resist the urge to do a massive, 
tire-smoking burnout, the 335d 
will go from 0 to 60 mph in 5.7 
seconds. The quarter-mile hap -
pens in 14.2 seconds at 100 mph. 
Those numbers put the 335d 
right between the 328i and 335i 
in acceleration. Besides using 
more gas, both of those cars 
lack the chest-�attening punch 
of torque that the diesel deliv -
ers when the turbo boost kicks 
in. You might wonder how you 
ever lived without it.

The biggest downside to the 
335d is that it only comes with 
an automatic transmission. 
Also, the clatter of a diesel, 
however slight, doesn’t match 
the dulcet engine tones of an 
inline-six. If you’re determined 
to reduce your fuel bill but still 
want the full BMW experience, 
it seems like a small sacri�ce 
to make.   —Michael Austin
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