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gains in the Boxster’s ability to get out and
around slower traffic on two-lane high-
ways.

Subjectively, the power increases came
across as “subtle, but discernible,”
according to the logbook. But obviously
not too subtle, since the Boxster emerged
on top.

There were a few niggles. For example,
some testers had issues with the Boxster’s
seats, one finding the bottom cushion a bit
short, another finding the seatback too
snug across the upper back, although all
agreed the driver’s seat did an excellent
job of keeping the pilot centered at the
helm. A more frequent niggle had to do
with the interior finish. Porsche upgraded
dashboard materials and trim details, but
the inner Boxster still seems out of step
with its price. “Compared with the TT’s
interior,” observed Csere, “it looks as plain
as a taxicab.”

However, aside from a couple of com-
ments about the slightly ropy feel of the

shifter, the dynamic reviews in the
Boxster’s logbook verged on the gushive
voice.

“Love the way it howls when you put
the pedal to the metal,” wrote Idzikowski. 

“Well-planted; predictable; inspiring
exhaust note; fun to drive fast,” said
Spence.

“A confidence-inspiring machine,”
said Csere. “Great grip, but progressive
enough to permit controllable drifting at
the limit.”

Appropriately, for a sports car—par-
ticularly a Porsche sports car—the Boxster
nailed down its top ranking at the track,
where its all-around athleticism served to
magnify the weaknesses of its competitors.
The Bimmer could be hustled around the
circuit a little quicker, thanks to its extra
punch, but the Boxster’s superb pre-
dictability and agility made it more of a
pleasure—and less of an adventure—to
hurry around the Ledges’ fast sweepers.

One turn in particular highlighted the

Boxster’s excellence. A very fast right-
hander at the end of the Ledges’ long back
straight is known simply—and respect-
fully—as the Kink. In cars with approach
speeds of more than 100 mph, it’s a suck-
it-up experience, and keeping that right
foot planted is, shall we say, discretionary.

During the Boxster’s three-lap timed
run, we arrived at the Kink at about 115
mph, and it was easy to zoom through
there without lifting off the gas. That
wasn’t true in the other cars, and we can’t
think of a better illustration of confidence
inspiration.

“I’d be happy to drive this car in a 24-
hour enduro,” said Csere.

The updated Boxster has been over-
shadowed by its more powerful, more
expensive cousin, the Boxster S. But if
you don’t mind giving up a few 10ths
here and there, we think the base car now
has enough suds to make you happy.
Porsche didn’t really have to improve
anything else.    
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engine mission brakes steering handling ride comfort nomics amenities value styling drive RATING*

AUDI TT 
QUATTRO 8 8 8 8 8 9 9 9 9 9 10 8 91
ROADSTER

BMW 10 9 10 9 9 8 7 8 5 8 8 9 91
M ROADSTER

MERCEDES-
BENZ 8 8 8 8 8 10 10 9 8 8 8 9 94
SLK320

PORSCHE 9 8 10 10 10 8 9 9 6 8 9 10 96
BOXSTER

HOW IT WORKS: Editors rate vehicles from 1 to 10 (10 being best) in each category, then scores are collected and averaged, resu lting in the numbers shown above.
*The overall rating is not the total of those numbers. Rather, it is an independent judgment (on a 1-to-100 scale) that includes
other factors—even personal preferences—not easily categorized.
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