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transmission/
price, gear ratios:1/ curb weight

,noitubirtsid,thgiew/hpm,deepstsetmumixamtenEAS/esab
as tested engine power/torque axle ratio:1 pounds % front/rear

AUDI $39,129/ turbocharged and intercooled DOHC 225 bhp @ 5900 rpm/ 6-speed manual/ 3438 58.7/41.3
TT $42,961 20-valve 4-in-line, 109 cu in (1781cc), iron 207 lb-ft @ 2200 rpm 4.33, 2.67, 1.81, 1.38, 1.10, 0.91/
QUATTRO /041,031,401,97,45,335.7EMhcsoB,daehmunimuladnakcolb
ROADSTER 23.3noitcejnileuftrophtiwmetsyslortnoc-enigne

BMW $43,534/ DOHC 24-valve 6-in-line, 192 cu in 240 bhp @ 6000 rpm/ 5-speed manual/ 3094 50.4/49.6
M $43,744 (3152cc), aluminum block and head, 236 lb-ft @ 3800 rpm 4.21, 2.49, 1.66, 1.24, 1.00/
ROADSTER /731,711,78,06,53metsyslortnoc-enigne2.14SMsnemeiS)0002(

32.3noitcejnileuftrophtiw

MERCEDES- $44,872/ SOHC 18-valve V-6, 195 cu in (3199cc), 215 bhp @ 5700 rpm/ 6-speed manual/ 3124 52.6/47.4
BENZ $49,214 aluminum block and heads, Bosch ME 2.8 229 lb-ft @ 3000 rpm 4.46, 2.62, 1.72, 1.25, 1.00, 0.84/
SLK320 /921,921,601,77,15,03leuftrophtiwmetsyslortnoc-enigne

72.3noitcejni

PORSCHE $42,405/ DOHC 24-valve flat-6, 164 cu in 217 bhp @ 6500 rpm/ 5-speed manual/ 2955 46.5/53.5
BOXSTER $47,655 (2687cc), aluminum block and heads, Bosch 192 lb-ft @ 4500 rpm 3.50, 2.12, 1.43, 1.09, 0.84/

/251,431,201,96,24leuftrophtiwmetsyslortnoc-enigne2.7EM)0002(
65.3noitcejni
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acceleration, seconds
braking, roadholding,

0–60 0–100 0–130 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, 70–0 mph, 300-foot
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph 50–70 mph mph feet skidpad, g

AUDI TT QUATTRO 6.2 16.6 38.2 14.7 @ 7.6 15.8 9.6 140 163 0.85
ROADSTER )denrevog(hpm49

BMW 5.6 14.6 32.1 14.2 @ 6.0 6.5 6.6 137 168 0.87
M ROADSTER )denrevog(hpm89

MERCEDES-BENZ 6.8 17.8 — 15.1 @ 7.1 10.6 9.7 129 164 0.86
SLK320 )denrevog(hpm39

PORSCHE 6.2 16.0 33.0 14.9 @ 6.8 9.1 9.5 152 160 0.89
BOXSTER 96 mph

TEST AVERAGE 6.2 16.3 34.4 14.7 @ 6.9 10.5 8.9 140 164 0.87
95 mph
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Nancy Sinatra’s criticism of her boyfriend
in her old “These Boots Are Made for
Walkin’” ballad: “You keep samein’ when
you oughta be a-changin’.” The Boxster
and the Benz changed, the Bimmer didn’t,
and in this rematch it winds up tied with
the Audi for third place.

This doesn’t mean the Bimmer doesn’t
have its strong suits. With 240 horsepower
and 236 pound-feet of torque, its 3.2-liter
DOHC straight-six was once again the
most potent engine in the group, an advan-
tage augmented by short gearing to gen-
erate the best acceleration times right
across the board: 0 to 60 in 5.6 seconds, 0
to 100 in 14.6, about the same as in our
last test and far quicker than any of the
others. Just as important, the Bimmer’s
robust midrange punch reduced passing

exposure times to a bare minimum and
made it easy to cruise without shifting.
Who needs an automatic with torque like
this?

Then again, shifting is an important ele-
ment of the fun in this car, thanks to crisp
engagements and a precise shift gate. The
same can be said for the steering, which is
both light and accurate, and for the feel of
the brake pedal, although the Bimmer’s
168-foot stop from 70 mph was at the back
of this extraordinary bunch.

Like its classic proportions, the BMW
also delivered classic sports-car handling,
that is, it was the only car in this quartet
with a real inclination to oversteer. Now,
this characteristic is treasured by some, but
it’s a trait that requires skill and experi-
ence to exploit, and it’s not something a

driver wants to encounter all at once with
no familiarization. Even though all hands
praised the Bimmer’s grip, the track
tester’s notebook remarked on its tendency
to wag its tail, and at the racetrack the
car’s lively handling became a source of
uneasiness.

“This car is the quickest of the lot,”
wrote one tester after putting the Bimmer
through its paces at Nelson Ledges, “but
it’s tricky to exploit its power on a race-
track. There’s a sense that it’s gonna do
something you don’t want it to do, at a time
when you really don’t want it.”

We’re happy to report this foreboding
went unrequited, and the Bimmer did in
fact turn in the best lap time at 1:19.8,
besting the Boxster by just 0.3 second.
We’re sure there are quicker times lurking
in its stout-hearted capabilities, but they’d
take many more laps to extract. In this
exercise, we limited ourselves to three
timed laps per car, and as the most tem-
peramental at its limits, the Bimmer was
the hardest to herd around consistently.

We attribute this to a chassis and sus-
pension that were old when they were new,
and like people, they haven’t gotten any
younger since. The M roadster’s trailing-
arm rear suspension traces its lineage to
the 3-series platform of 1983–91, which is
a long way of saying it’s distinctly overdue
for an update.

interior volume,
dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc

,sekarb,knurt,knat-leehw
base length width height gallons front top up/down front rear front/rear tires

95.6 159.1 73.1 53.0 16.3 51 6/6 ind, strut located by a ind, 1 trailing arm and 2 vented disc/ Bridgestone
control arm, coil springs, lateral links, coil springs, vented disc; Potenza RE040,
anti-roll bar anti-roll bar anti-lock 225/45YR-17

control

96.8 158.5 68.5 49.8 13.5 47 5/5 ind, strut located by a ind, semi-trailing arms, vented disc/ Dunlop
control arm, coil springs, coil springs, anti-roll vented disc; SP Sport 8080E;

,71-RZ54/522:Fkcol-itnarabrabllor-itna
control R: 245/40ZR-17

94.5 157.9 67.5 50.4 15.9 50 12/5 ind, unequal-length control ind; 3 lateral links, 1 diagonal vented disc/ Michelin
arms, coil springs, anti- link, and 1 toe-control link disc; Pilot SX;
roll bar per side; coil springs; anti-lock F: 225/45ZR-17,

anti-roll bar control R: 245/40ZR-17

95.2 171.0 70.1 50.8 16.9 48 9/9 ind, strut located by a ind, strut located by 1 trailing vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, link and 2 lateral links, coil vented disc; Pilot SX;
anti-roll bar springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock F: 205/50ZR-17,

control R: 255/40ZR-17

emergency-
interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg

road course, lane-change full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 800-
lap time/mph maneuver, mph idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

1:21.8/88.0 63.8 52 81 74 74 20 28 18

1:19.8/90.3 63.5 52 81 75 75 19 26 19

1:21.3/88.5 64.3 49 76 71 71 18 27 20

1:20.1/89.9 67.6 51 89 75 75 19 27 19

1:20.8/89.2 64.8 51 82 74 74 19 27 19


