
Second Place
Volvo V70 AWD

Wagons account for a high proportion
of Volvo sales—about 32 percent—so it’s
not surprising that the company has stuck
with the same basic design that’s been
around for almost three decades, up
through and including the transition to a
front-wheel-drive system in the 850
model, introduced for 1994. This year, it’s
the V70 (the V is for “versatility”).

But if the brick shape is familiar,
there’s definitely new stuff going on at
ground level, specifically, the addition of
an all-wheel-drive option. Like many
AWD systems, the Volvo setup employs
a viscous coupling that reapportions torque
whenever slippage occurs at the front axle.
Normally, the front wheels gobble up 95

percent of the torque, but
the proportion can
vary—and quickly—to
as much as 95-percent
rear drive when needed.

Owing to its rela-
tively high curb weight
(it’s 366 pounds heavier
than the standard V70,
no wraith itself), the
AWD version wasn’t
particularly impressive on the skidpad,
generating just 0.75 g (the Audi managed
0.80). But on winding back roads here in
Michigan, it matched the much lighter
Audi stride for stride, with considerably

less audible accompani-
ment from its 205/55VR-
16 Michelin XGT V4 tires.

Another gratifying ele-
ment in the V70 AWD
performance story is the
sheer grunt of Volvo’s
light-pressure turbo. Al-
though the Volvo was 362
pounds heavier than the
Audi, and the Audi had the

additional advantage of a manual trans-
mission—not available with this particular
V70 package—the stolid Swede could run
almost heads-up with its smaller rival. This
Volvo engine definitely has some root to
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dimensions, inches weight
price, curb distribu-

%,noit,thgiew-leehwtenEAS/esab
as tested engine/transmission power/torque base length width height pounds front/rear

AUDI $30,500/ DOHC 30-valve V-6, 169 cu in 190 bhp @ 6000 rpm/ 102.6 176.7 68.2 56.7 3406 57.4/42.6
A4 AVANT $33,000 (2770cc), iron block and aluminum 207 lb-ft @ 3200 rpm
QUATTRO (estimated) heads, port fuel injection/

5-speed manual

VOLVO $36,211/ turbocharged and intercooled DOHC 190 bhp @ 5200 rpm/ 104.3 185.4 69.3 57.0 3768 57.1/42.9
V70 $39,958 20-valve 5-in-line, 148 cu in 199 lb-ft @ 1800 rpm
AWD (2434cc), aluminum block and head,

port fuel injection/4-speed automatic
with lockup torque converter

* beer cases are loaded to preserve visibility out the rear window
** plywood dimensions are measured with the rear seats folded down
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acceleration, seconds

0–30 0–60 0–100 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, braking,
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph* 50–70 mph* mph 70–0 mph, feet

AUDI A4 2.5 7.4 21.0 15.9 @ 7.9 10.1 8.9 141 179
AVANT QUATTRO 90 mph

VOLVO 2.7 7.8 22.4 16.0 @ 8.7 3.9 5.2 129 201
V70 AWD )denrevog(hpm78

* The automatic V70 AWD downshifts in this test, so the numbers are not comparable with the fifth-gear acceleration times of the A4.C
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Volvo V70 AWD
Highs: Right-now throttle response,
surprising agility, room with zoom.

Lows: Too-familiar styling, lost-in-space
taillights, middling grip.

The Verdict: Still dowdy, but hard to
beat for stealthy high-speed cargo
missions in any weather.

Space makers: Rear seat bot-
toms flip up, headrests and
seatbacks flip down.
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it, folks, with never a hint of turbo lag. In
some ways, the 190-hp low-pressure turbo
is preferable to the peakier performance of
the 236-horse high-pressure version in the
S70 T5 sedan and V70 AWD R.

The four-speed automatic is beautifully
matched to the engine’s performance char-
acteristics, and it also offers three modes—
economy, sport, and winter/wet—to suit
your mood or the weather conditions.

What’s not to like? There was no doubt
among the test crew that the stylish Audi

shape makes the Volvo look positively
dowdy. The Volvo’s weird vertical tail-
lights, parcel-shelf rear wing, and daytime
running lights provoked a number of rude
remarks.

There were also complaints about
brake fade while running hard, although
that may be attributable to the anti-lock
brake system, something we’ve observed
in some ABS-equipped cars in racing.

Beyond that, the white-on-gray instru-
mentation drew pans, as did the gator

graining of the upper dashboard. The
knobby little wheels that adjust the dash-
board vents also inspired some criticism.

The Volvo has the larger interior of the
two cars, and it was hard to fault its leather-
lined comfort, although most of the test
drivers preferred the firmer feel and
higher-quality look of the Audi’s excellent
sporty buckets. With shoulder belts and
head rests for all and side airbags up front,
the Volvo took top honors for safety.

As for all-around quality, the V70
seemed to be bolted together better than
the last Volvo wagon we tested (March
1996)—there’s no steering-wheel shake
and fit and finish are good, with the excep-
tion of one venomous rattle that showed
up with the rear seatbacks folded forward.

First Place
Audi A4 Avant Quattro

How important is style? A bunch, and
in the course of ripping around the
Michigan countryside, we found that it
even impinges on the fun-to-drive quo-
tient. With its handsome proportions and
sleek shape, the A4 Avant is a pleasure to
behold, and you just know you’re lookin’

passenger- cargo what fits in back
area volume,

fuel volume, cubic feet, # beer cases, length sheet of suspension
,sekarb,doowylp,epipfostaesstaes,teefcibuc,knat

gallons front/rear up/folded up/down* inches inches (l x w)** front rear front/rear tires

15.6 48/37 26/62 11/25 125.5 69 x 37 ind, 2 diagonal links and ind, unequal-length vented disc/ Dunlop
2 lateral links per side, control arms and a toe- disc; SP Sport 8000E,
coil springs, anti-roll bar control link, coil springs, anti-lock 205/55ZR-16

anti-roll bar control

18.3 53/43 39/77 16/33 128.0 65 x 44 ind, strut located by a ind, 3 lateral links and vented disc/ Michelin
control arm, coil springs, 1 trailing link per side, disc; XGT V4,
anti-roll bar coil springs, anti-roll bar anti-lock 205/55VR-16

control

emergency interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg
roadholding, lane-change full 70-mph 70-mph EPA EPA C/D 200-

300-ft skidpad, g maneuver, mph idle throttle cruising coasting city highway mile trip

0.80 60.6 51 74 71 70 17 27 18
(est) (est)

0.75 59.9 44 76 70 69 18 25 16 1
Audi A4 Avant Quattro
Highs: Best-in-class good looks,
tenacious grip, spiffy interior.

Lows: Modest cargo capacity, numb
on-center steering feel, limp-wrist shock
damping.

The Verdict: More style than most
sedans’, more grip than an insurance
salesman. Get the Sport package.


