
much difference, on paper, between the
Vanquish and the 550 Maranello. Both
have large-displacement V-12 engines and
six-speed gearboxes. The cars are close in
size, although the Ferrari is a touch shorter,
lower, and wider. Aston’s engineers have
lapped the speed bowl at the Nardo proving
ground in Italy at more than 190 mph.

Our journey in these exotics led
through middle England to the GM-owned
Millbrook proving ground near Bedford
for instrumented performance testing and
to Britain’s newest auto-racing attraction,
the NASCAR-style Rockingham Motor
Speedway near Corby in Northampton-
shire, which was being prepared for the

visit of the FedEx Champ Cars in Sep-
tember. Neither had straights long enough
to run these cars flat-out. But we were able
to run on Rockingham’s intriguingly
asymmetrical banked oval and twisting
infield road course.

We drove the cars on wide-open roads
with fast sweepers through flat terrain,
over sinuous, bumpy lanes up hill and
down dale that tax stability and brakes and
tell you plenty about the cars’ ride quality,
and on freeways that are too crowded and
monitored for very high speeds but perfect
for assessing these cars’ suitability in
normal use. As fast and exciting as they
are, these are usable daily rides. For once,

though, a Ferrari was cast in the unaccus-
tomed role of the conservative and con-
ventional player against the more modern
and adventurous Aston. For our decision
and the whys and wherefores, read on.

Second Place
Aston Martin V-12 Vanquish

For all its advanced technology, the
new Aston is no lightweight. It is impor-
tant to say that straight off because a
weight of 4099 pounds explains why it has
no chance of beating the Ferrari’s per-
formance numbers. Its 5.9-liter V-12, first
fitted to the DB7 Vantage model, is in what
Aston calls “Stage 2” tune, which means
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as tested engine weight to power axle ratio:1 pounds % front/rear

ASTON $235,600/ DOHC 48-valve V-12, 362 cu in 460 bhp @ 6500 rpm/ 6-speed manual with automatic 4099 53.3/46.7
MARTIN $237,976 (5935cc), aluminum block and heads, 400 lb-ft @ 5000 rpm; shifting and clutch/
V-12 Visteon PTEC engine-control system 8.9 lb/bhp 2.66, 1.78, 1.30, 1.00, 0.80, 0.63/
VANQUISH /091,091,851,121,98,95noitcejnileuftrophtiw

3.69

FERRARI $222,434/ DOHC 48-valve V-12, 334 cu in 479 bhp @ 7000 rpm/ 6-speed manual/ 3912 53.1/46.9
550 $224,714 (5474cc), aluminum block and heads, 419 lb-ft @ 5000 rpm; 3.15, 2.18, 1.57, 1.19, 0.94, 0.76/
MARANELLO Bosch Motronic ME5.2 engine-control 8.2 lb/bhp 48, 70, 97, 127, 161, 188/

19.3noitcejnileuftropmetsys
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acceleration, seconds
braking, roadholding,

0–60 0–100 0–150 street start, top gear, top gear, top speed, 70–0 mph, 300-foot
mph mph mph 1/4-mile 5–60 mph 30–50 mph† 50–70 mph† mph feet skidpad, g

ASTON MARTIN 4.4 10.3 24.5 12.9 @ 6.2 2.7 3.3 190 156 0.91
V-12 VANQUISH )tse(hpm511

FERRARI 4.2 9.8 23.5 12.7 @ 4.6 6.1 6.3 188 165 0.94
550 MARANELLO* 115 mph

*Tested November 1997   †The Aston’s manumatic transmission cannot engage top gear at 30 mph, so it was run in automatic mode, with kickdown.C
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460 horsepower and 400 pound-feet of
torque. Its opponent here, the 550
Maranello, has 19 more horsepower and
19 more pound-feet of torque, and the
Ferrari is 187 pounds lighter, despite its
mainly steel structure. So the Vanquish
was vanquished in the acceleration tests.

But since both are among that elite
group of superfast cars capable of 0-to-60
blasts in the low-to-mid-four-second realm
and of getting to 100 miles an hour in
about 10 seconds, the difference between
the two is hardly noticeable on public
roads. Indeed, in circumstances short of
wringing the last few hundred revs and

tenths of a second, the Aston can not only
feel quicker but actually be so.

The reason is its electrohydraulic
gearshift. Ironically, the system is from
Magneti Marelli, the same as the one fitted
to the Ferrari 360 F1 but never offered for
the front-engined Ferraris. It is a six-speed
manual transmission that is operated
without a clutch pedal or gearshift but
rather by paddle shifters behind the
steering wheel. At any time, however, the
driver can turn over the job of shifting to
the computer by simply pushing a button
on the dash marked “ASM,” for automatic
sequential mode.

As in the Ferrari 360, the left-hand
paddle marked with a minus sign is to
downshift, the right-hand one to upshift.
The Vanquish mates the Magneti Marelli
system to a hefty Tremec six-speed
manual gearbox. Aston has developed its
own software, which ensures the
smoothest shifts we have encountered
with this type of transmission (which has,
oddly enough, not been given a name).
The shifting is not as roughly abrupt as
the 360 F1’s system, even in sport mode,
which quickens the shifts. The ASM is
perfectly acceptable for dawdling around
town.
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interior volume,dimensions, inches fuel noisnepsusteefcibuc
,knat-leehw brakes,

seritraer/tnorfraertnorfknurttnorfsnollagthgiehhtdiwhtgnelesab

105.9 183.7 75.7 51.9 21.1 53 11 ind, unequal-length control ind, unequal-length control vented, cross- Yokohama
arms, coil springs, anti-roll bar arms with a toe-control link, drilled disc/ AVS Sport;

coil springs, anti-roll bar vented, cross- F: 255/40ZR-19,
drilled disc; R: 285/40ZR-19
anti-lock control

98.4 179.1 76.2 50.3 30.0 56 7 ind; unequal-length control arms; ind; unequal-length control vented, cross- Pirelli
coil springs; 2-position cockpit- arms; coil springs; 2-position drilled disc/ P Zero;
adjustable, electronically cockpit-adjustable, vented, cross- F: 255/40ZR-18,
controlled shock absorbers; electronically controlled shock drilled disc; R: 295/35ZR-18

lortnockcol-itnarabllor-itna;srebrosbarabllor-itna

interior sound level, dBA fuel economy, mpg

full 70-mph 70-mph
idle throttle cruising coasting EPA city EPA highway

58 87 77 76 11‡ 18‡

57 85 74 74 8 13

‡Estimated

Aston Martin
V-12 Vanquish

Highs: High-tech construction, the
best manumatic gearshift, wonderful
sounds.

Lows: Heavier than it should be,
tight fit in the cabin, poor visibility,
some detail glitches.

The Verdict: As aggressive
as its British-bulldog looks suggest,
but sophisticated, too.

2


